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e rocelved many hoartfelt letters

In our Mother's Day contest last
month, Now It's time to remember
those often-forgotten fathers.

We're asklng anyone from Farm-
ington or Farmington Hills to send us
a short ~ maximum of 3¢ words -
explanation of what makos his or her
father speclal. The winner get a pair
of tickets to a Dotrolt Tigers game
and firaworks show.

Got your antries to us by 4:30 p.m.
on Thursday, June 18 — either via
maiVdelivery to our office at 33411
Grand River, Fammington 48335; fax
at (248) 477.9722; or e-mall at dvar-
ga@oe.homecomm.net

Pleaso ' Include your namo,
address, city of residence, telophonse
numbar and your father's name. Pho-
tographs are optlonal. We'll publish
as many of the entrias as possible.

Dave Varga
Farmington editor

Teed up: Mercy High
School hosts its annual

Meg Mallon Golf Outing
June 15 at Shenandoah
Country Club. 476-8020.
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Luigi’s plan is
to raise the bar

It took Dominic Belcastro five months to
:renovate Luigi’s Trattoria to bring his Ital-
inn restaurant up to code after receiving a
Class C liquor liconse from the state in
December.

And, so far, so good since the first glasses
of beer, wine and mixed drinkes were
poured last month at the downtown Farm-
ington catery, But, lamented Belcastro
Thursday, customers now have another
wait on their hands,

That’s because a two-week, $100,000 ren-
ovation to add tables and an alcohol service
bar began yesterday.

With extra tables, Luigi's will be “more of
a dining room,” enld Belcastro, who awna
tho Farmington Road reataurant along
with his wife, Vivian. The latest project is
expected to be completed around the July 4
weekend,

Reaponse to adding alcohol to the menu
has been very good, Belcastro said. Cus-
tomers can only be served alcohol along
with meals. .

“It's going protty good,” he said. “It's
picking up protty good. Somo (customers)
are drinking and some aro not, You have e
choice.”

Aftor Beleastro found out from the state,
*just befors Christmas,” that he had been
given tho go-ahead to serve beer, wine and
mixed drinka, he began work on bringing
Luigi’s up to code.

“Wo had so many requirements to meot,”
said Belenstro, noting that the restaurant's
bathreom facilities needed to be upgraded.

Luigi's was ono of four Farmington
restaurants to opply in 1897 for the special
Class C liconse, as part of a program
designad to strengthen central busi

Parents of Harrison High School students say
they weren't consulted over a proposed

“block scheduling”

lan. School officials say

their plan isn't finalized, there’s still time for
input and they’ll welcome parents.

heduli

The plan to roll out block
in fall 1999 apparently hns “struck a
nerve” with more than the handful.of
Harrison High School parenta who
queried Farmington achool officials
during Tueaday’s regular meeting.

Now it's up to the district to go about,

soothing their pain and anxiety - and

officials promise they will try.
Superintendent Bob Maxfield said

there will be nmple time for parental

input bot: now and D or
January, when details of the plan will
have to be finalized in order to meet
the fall 1999 timetable.,

“We are committed to (having) par-
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Judy White, nesistant superintendent
for instruction, there will bo “checks
and balances” at every step. There will
need to be public forums, a recommen-
dation from the District Support Coun-
cil and administrative endorsement,
But some parents maintain they
wouldn't have been included at all if
not for the subject being publicized at
the recent school board candidatea
forum, co-hosted by the Farmington
D tic Club and district PTA

ent scats on the pl team and
student scats on the planning team,”
faxficld said to the csti d 15 par-
ents in tho audience.
Before any proposal comes to the
school board for final approval, added

council.

“As you know, the parents were not
initinlly part of the decision-making
pracess,” said Harrison parent Beth
Grossman, addressing the school

ock? plamn
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board. “We have been told since mid-
May that we would be included in the
implementation plan.

“However, al! indications are that
the decision has somewhat been made
- ot the teacher level. A vote hos been
token and wo understand that this
plan will need to be presented to you ...
This is why we're coming to you. We
really want you to hear us very clearly,
{about) what our concerns are.”

At the top of their list of worrics is
whether the proposed four-by-four
black seheduling plan would negatively
impact students who are taking
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Pulling their strings

Stage magle: (Left) Lynette Aiken of
Farmington Hills enjoys the first Sum-
mer Fun Series performance Wednes-
day with her children, Freddie, 2, and
Natalie, 4. (Aboue), ventriloquist
Richard Paul gets a hand from T.d,
while making jokes underneath the
tent in downtown Farmington, pre-
sented by NBD Bank. The series, spon-
sored by Farmington’s Downtown
Development Authority provides shows
for kids every Wednesday through July
29, On June 17, it’s Odd Bodkins at
30 a.m. and noon at the Civic The-

pr

tric.

ted by Dubin Opt.

Anti-Semitic graffiti
prompts reward

Farmington Hills police are trying to
figure out whether the latest anti-
Semitic graffiti incident - this one at
Forest Elementary - is the work of
adulta or teennge vandals.

Meanwhile, a $2,000

reward has
been set up by the Multicultural/Mul

Don Cohen, director of the Michigan
ADL Office. *They have nothing to do
with each other.

“In terms of targeting Jews, with a
large Jewish community in that area,
they’ro looking to exert their own pride
of othera.”

tiracinl Community Council of Farm-
ington and Farmington Hills, Farming-
ton Public Schools and the city of
Farmington Hills for those who assist
in solving the case.

Police havo determined the inflama-
tory slurs apray painted at the north-
west Farmington Hilla e)

. at the exp

Aside from what's spawning such
hatred, police want to find the culprits.

“Obviously, it’s a major concern.
We've had two incidents now,” said
Farmington Hills police Chief Bill
Dwyer. “Even though they are unrelat-
ed, it }wc’om‘es a priority ‘n} identifying

Y
school are not related to an incident at

080

Adat Shalom Synagogue last week, A
representative from the Anti-Defama-
tion Longuo agreed after looking at
photos of tho latest renderings, which
police say are maore crude.

- “The one at Adat Shalom totally
focused on larael and hos an anarchist
messnge; The other one docs not,” said

1 11 p.m. Wednes-
day and 8 a.m. Thuraday, vandals
spray painted inscriptions on the north
and west walla a8 well as a classroom
window at the Farmington Hills ele-
mentary school.

Vandals wrote *Arabs & Armenians
#1 God for Life” underneath the Foreat
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Driving for the Cup, Ii

Decked out: Kevin Lee of Farmington and his buddy, Chris
Ryan of Livonia, get plenty of stares and honks in Lee's
1997 Jeep Wrangler — plastered with plenty of Detroit Red
Wings decals and a rather unique bumper. Lee said one
police officer even tripped on his siren to signal support.

K-5 science change aims to cut redundancies

The re-tooling of K-6 science curricu-
lum in Farmington Public Schoola is
expected to got the go-ahead Tuesday
night, but ot least one parent isn't
thrilled about the idoa or ubout the
timing of the decision,

School beard mombers, at their 7:30
p.m. regular meeting Tuesday, will
likely approve recommendations to
“clcan up” and streamline the elemen-

.opment,

tary school science curriculum - reduc-
ing the number of topics taught in
thoso gradea, maving some of them to
the middle school grades and attempt-
ing to inimize so-called *redund
cies,”

In other words, said Joi-ry Fouchey,

director of cx'm'iculum and staff devel-

grades. It's a popular, fun topic. But it
limits” other subjects, or benchmarks,
that they can be learning about.

But wait, said Melody Jaske, a par-
ent of a third grader at Flanders Ele-
mentary School and recently defeated
candidate for the Farmington achool
board, Although she and other candi-

won't be
ing dinosnure at three (different)

dates igned for the impr
of the science curriculum, she doesn't

think the plan being voted on Tuesday
is the way to go about it.

“I urge the board to make the right
decision by not approving this curricu-
lum change,” Jaske said. *I would also
urge the board to scek more input from
other concerned parents.

“It is unfortunate this suggested cur-
riculum change occurred after the elec-
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Listening to feedback -

Melissa bounced the ball up to catcher Jos Oliver.

Farmington schools Superintendent Bob Maxficld
said foedback on tho June 7 triple graduation at
Compuwaro Sports Arena has besn mostly positive,

Howover, Maxficld wouldn't say whether the 1999
commencemonts will roturn to the Plymouth Town-
ship venue. One problem was the bottleneck of grad-

districts in Michigan, Other entrants were
scrioualy considered but have not yet been
approved for licenaes.
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uates, ed and family bers shoshorning
their way through the concourse towards the exit
following cach of the graduntions. Maxfield said
that problem will bo examined.

Meanwhile, a large, black curtain behind the
stage helped cut the echoes that marred tha ceremo-
‘ny last year for Walled Lake's high school gradua-
tions. Some tweaking could make the sound oven
better, Maxfield said.

Tho district moved its commencements from

Crisler Arena in Ann Arbor, becauso that facility

FARMINGTON FOCUS

was not available.

Dolng well

Melissn Garr apy ly ia P!
from her sorious injurics sustained in a July 1997
poolsid ident at Farmi Glen Aquatic Cen.

ing to i

ter.

Scems that Melisen, who attended Farmington
High School on a part-time basis the last part of the
1997.88 achool year, threw out the first pitch before
the Sunday, May 31, Dotroit Tigera contest with the
Chicago White Sox at Tiger Stadi A di

Getting well, via computer

The Farmington Area YMCA's Wellness Center is
boasting more usage and member retention, thanks,
in part, to the new d fitneas hi

Although some members were intimidated at first,
Todd Morris, center director, said, “Once they were
shown how to use the equipment, they realized the
great advantages of the electronic equipment over
the old hardware they were familiar with.”

The new Lifefitness machines can provide printed
exorcise summaries so users can track their
progress. The machine also checka tho user's form
and speed. It will beep, for example, if the user per-
forms the movements more quickly than the

o
hor dad, Farmington Hills Fire Lt. Mike Garr,

ds. For details, call the YMCA nt
653-4020.
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