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Harrison ‘block’ talk June 23

tion and after school was dis-
missed for the year so informa-
tion could not be easily dispersed
to elementary school families.”

Jaske eaid sho also isn't con-
vinced about reducing science
benchmarks (topics, such as pho-
tosynthesis or the universe) from
80 to 60, to allow for more “in-
depth” study. More changes also
could once again impact Michi-
gan Educational Asscssment
Program test scores. “Do we
want to test something new once
again on our children?”

But board President Linda

at the samo time.”

Fouchey said the reduction of

benchmarks docs not equate to o
reduction of content, because
many of those subjects instoad
will be taught to studonts after

they enter middle school. “But

it's a cleaning up, {t's more
focused” for gradea K-5.
Enberg said the proposed

changes were aesembled during

“hundreds of hours with elemen-

tary teachers and science coordi-
natora looking at what's the best

way to teach this, so kids under-
stand science and are (more)

with tho notion that teaching the
same subject in more than one
year during a child's clementary
school years is not educationally

heduli

four block

Harrison High School parents
with concerns about a recom-
mended plan to go to four-by-
in 1098-

who will attend that session are
the samo parents who attended
Tuesday's Farmington Board of
Ed i ing, nsking about

productive. She emphasized that
younger children nced that rein-
forcement.,

About the desiro to cut out
redundant subjects, Enberg anid
that while “reinforcoment is
good, tho ... kids were getting
the same projects every year,
You don't want to do that. It was
getting boring being (in) the fiftth
grade,” .

According to Fouchey, if the

2000 will be heard.

Principal Mary Brown said.

An informational meeting for
porents is scheduled for 7 p.m.
Tuesdny, June 23, at the Harri-
son High anuditorium, Assistant

“A lotter will be sent out to the
homes of the kids who will be
attending (Harrison) in fall
1999," enid Brown, Friday after-

oon.
That letter, she continued, will

the plan, (Sce related story).
Going to block scheduling is an
issue that is genorating much

about.” i
The four-by-four plan is differ-
ont from the block ‘scheduling
program in place nt Farmington
High School,
Brown snid Harrison etudents
would tako four classes for one
tor, then take four ather

concern and y, partic-
ularly among tho parents of stu-
denta alrcady on an Advanced
Placement study track.

Those parents worry that their
childron — the anos who will
attend Harrison during tho tran-
sitional yoar - might somehow
veer off of that track.

classes in the second half of the
yoar. AP students, howover,
probably would have to toke
coursea over both semestors,

At Farmington, students take
all classes an Monday, three of
peven classes on Tuesdsys and
Thursdays and the other four

Enberg said the new acience cur-  ready for middle school,” board approves the changos P 1y - 3 . esdays and Fri-
riculum would probably enhance “It’s the most well-defined and  Tuesday, work will begin imme- g’l‘g:r:gﬁ\?: :cﬁ%:‘l‘l‘:; o puraue blugku :c;:::;%;;i!n;‘)g[l:‘t:: v;nl(lf oo:' f,t‘,’:e ;::nﬁr.hmnt fr'm alsois
MEAP performance, in part, comprehensive scionce curricu-  diately to implement them. But  ""proup gajd Judy White, the . 1899," Brown said. “But well bo  scheduled for five days a week.

because it would be better
aligned with national and state
science curriculum standards.

“f think it locks like a d

lum that the district has had,”
she said.
The new curriculum, _nut'ed

that could take up to two years,
with teachers attending training

wc:rknhnps; . Juno 23

ful science curriculum,” Enberg

Fouchey, is all about
students to think about those

the y

is npproved Tucsday, we'll move 300

district’s assiatant superinten-
dent of instruction, will be at the

ing to discuss the
plan and answer parents’ ques-

working with people all along
the way to make sure we have
any problems ironed out,

“I don't think the (school)
board would approve any pro-

With four-by-four block
acheduling, noted Brown, “There
would be fewer teachers, fewer
‘aubjects. They (students) con
give moro focus to those classes,

snid. “The ecience course will be  topics in a powerful way" forward with the adoption of . ring is more intense,”
strengthoned, it will be more  through a varioty of mothods, materials and apend time with Certainly, some of the parents gram thot there wore concorns 80 tholearning is mo nae
universally taught. All schools not just textbooks. +teachors so theyll know how to .
will be getting the same j Jaske, r hile, disagrees apply it." . '
&raffiti ) Block from page Al
fmm page Al - Advanced Pllhnccm,ont courgea they were 'd' Hy ; duled to d l' ;umunic N that

: Madtienl P . . and/or force them to miss out on  get. And band is very important, some of us have spent numerous
Elementary School sign on old “The M r ping the Guid Princl- ipvaluable ‘cloctives such as  pivotal” po hours supporting and trying to
Timber. Community Council of Farming- ples that celebrate and support make stronger. We are aware of

Harrison parent Chrie Schim
said ho didn't know about the
proposed change until recoiving
a lotter last month. He said the
tono of the letter indicated that
bl heduling was a
conclusion, that the decision was

music and art,

Another Harrison parent,
Cheri MacLean, expressed wor-
ries that block scheduling might
be another ill-advised attempt to
change what already is ki
Sho talked about how one of her

On the school’s west wall, they
wrote verticolly with the words
“F--- Joews Arab Jew Killa”
accompanicd by a cross figure.
The lotters “KKK" were also
painted on a southeast corner of

ton and Farmington Hills abhors
slurs that are derogotory to any
cthnic or racinl population,” said
Karen Bolsen, council co-chair-
woman, in a prepared statoment,
“In fact our two communitics

the diversity of citizens in our
community.

“We're confidont theso aro iso-
lated incidents...”

On June 1, teachera reported
that four teens about 13 years

your concerns. We know that you
want input. We definitely have
all sorta of plans for input.”
White atressed that the “teach-
er driven” proposal follows the
fead of the Miesion 2007 report

the school, have spent a great deal of energy  ol@ were hanging around the  children struggled after the dis- boing made without sufficiont nnd secondary education study —
- school. When told to leave, the trict changed to inventive input from parents. ’ which both bad substantial
kids ewore at them, spelling several yoars ago = a “How will the bonrd help par- parental input.

Another witnoss may have

She did apologize to parent
scen the samo four teens along e did apologi parents

for “the lack of information and

ents work with our administra-

program that was oventually dia-
tion to crente an appropriate

continued.

Burdey and Thursdey by Coservet & € Newspapars, 605 £. Maole, i with six other boya ncar the MacLean echoed other parents forum prior to anything being the misinformation thet you're
Ooaatont & omearcd et sttt rrit-A school at 11 p.m. the day of the  who spoke out about how Harri- presented to you to act on?" getting.”
R SUBSCRIPTION RATES incident. What concerns police i8  gon nlready “ia a wonderful asked Schim, one of tha parents For cxample, parent Barbara
S48 Dobary the hoight of the messages, gehool, especially in the scicncos oddressing the subject during Cooper asked whether tho dis-
e S your (5 B e which means the vandals needed | "We're really worried nbout  the public comment portion of trict had beon promised any
scopr75  Oneyeas (Out ol 500 a way — possibly using a truck or  plack scheduling making it very  the mecting. stato or federal grant dollars for
Oce yoas (Ol of Suo). ladder ~ to get up on the school.  hard to get those AP classes in But school officials assured moving to a block echeduling

*If they are kids, they had to
have some way to get up that
high,” Dwyer said.
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MAINE LOBSTER

... They'ro already sceing what
they're going to have to drop
because thoy can't fit in what
r -_— - A_ M N e

them that every attempt will be
made nlong the way to include
them throughout the firming up
of the four-by-four block achedul-
ing proposal,

*"We are committed to
‘strengthening our program, not
weakening it," White said. “We

have no intention of destroying
l an AP program that we have
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10 Years of Service in Livonial

rogram.
“There is no connoction,”
reaponded Maxdiols

-
old. -
School board President Linda
Enberg asked the residents to
“glow down a little bit, be patient
enough to work with the staff, to
hear, to listen, to discuss with
each other. There is time. We
will have lots of time for input.
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= Cable TV Weekly: 734.953-2190
MHOMEL!NE: 734-953-2020
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» Open houses and new
developments in your area.

» Free real estate seminas
information,

» Current mortgage rates.

« Crasstriep AFTER HouRrs: 734-591-0900

» Place classificd ads at your convenlence.
¢ CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS
OAXtAND COUNTY: 248.901-4716
> Request subscriptions at your convenience.
o | O&E ON-LINE: 248-644-1100

»ou Can access On-Line wiify 6usl Fbout any communtcations

software—PC or Macintash. On:Line users can:

« Send and receive unlimited email.

« Access all features of the Internet—Telnet, Gopher, WWW
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We’m pleased lo announce wa've just moved into your
neighborhood. Our office is now open for business, and

and more, ) . )
+ Read electronic editions of the the Observer & Eccentric wo look forward i helping you with oll your insuronce noeds.
newspapers. Give us a call o find outhow wo can help you protect your

* Chat with users across fown or across the co_umr)'c )
i you need help signing on 1o aur service, just call the
. O&E On-Line Hotline: 734-953-2266 -

family, home, avio and business. Or just siop in and say hello.

Mixed organic preé
+.+. Hesh braceali hat
whipped potitoees, vt pi
tolts, chesey and apple pies

PHOTO RerRINTS: 734-591-0500

S B aprints of piciures that Have'becn faken by our'stafl ™"
photographers:

« Provide the publication date, page numbeér, and descriptlon
of the picture, which must have been published within the
past 6 manths, . .

« $20 for the first print, $7.50 for each additional print paid in
advance (check or credit card).
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Bric Kjos

37138 Grand Rives Avenue.
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-Champagne; Brunch
11:00am fo 3:00pm-
$22.50 Adults
- $13.95 Children'8 to 13
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