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Grease is word
for sewer clog

John Travoltn and Olivin Newton John
haven't been asked to perform in this
Farmi Hilla grease duction.

Farmington Hills and Oakland County
officinls are casting their sights on a partic-

ular restaurant in the Orchard Lake/14 °

Mile corridor, which is inadvertently plug-
ging up tho sewer aystem with its grimy
output.

In April, the city invited 11 eateries in
the aren to attenid a meeting on how to bat~
ter maintain and clean their grense traps.
Only two restaurants ~ Bordera Books and
Music and the Macaroni Grill - bothered to
show.

Another informal mecting is expected to
be scheduled soon.

“We're not looking at it to find a culprit,
but to make them aware of what happens
{when grease gets into the sewor system),”
said Tom Biascll, Public Services directar.
*It’s more of'‘an educational thing.”

Grease backs up the sewer system, which
results in low-level floeding. Two condo-
minium associations have reported base-
ment flooding, Biasell said.

Oakland County has becn out twico to
uneclog the sewer line,

“It's the fix for the problem, but not the
solution,” Binacll said. “Bnsically, grease
traps have to be cleaned.”

At Monday's city council mcoting, an
Oakland County Health Division official
called attention to the situation.

*Somebedy ia depositing a large amount
of grenso into tho sewor system, which is
costing your taxpayers a lot of money,” said
William Carlann. Environmental Health
supervisor, .
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Soaked hair day

Sh-sh-sh-shakin’: Janine Pesusich, 12,
. twists and turns after getting out of the
pool on a warm Monday at the Kenbrook

Club pool on Farmington Road at 13 Mile.
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i and Kelly Zander; all 14, tread water

along the Kenbrook pool's edge, where they

say they plan to spend the entire summer.

A splash: Alison Goldberg, left, Kathy Bock-

On board: Melissa DeVries, 9, peers
over the diving board at her friend,
8-year-old Jenna MacNeil at the
Kenbrook Club.

Putting you In touch
with your world

‘on fire’
over store
closing

EMore than 800 names on petitions
asking a landlord to keep a grocery
store in town just might work, city
officials say. o
The “power of the people” is pick:
ing up steam in downtown Farm-
| ingten, with residents leading the
charge to make sure a high-quality,
T full-service grocery store takes over
the space soon being vacated by
Farmer Jack.

Over the weekend, a petition with 829 signaturcs
collected in a onc-week span from residents and
shoppers of the Downtown Farmingten Center
Farmer Jock wos sent by Federal Express to Frank
Descenzo, the director of leasing for Kimeo Realty
Corporation, the shopping center landlord. '

“It (the petition) could have had a couple thou-
sand signatures had their been more time to circu-
Iate it,” Farmington City Manager Frank Lauhofl

Pleaso sco STORE, AG

Hills aims to
ticket teens
who smoke

Instead of smoke, Farmington Hills officiala
intend to put the heat on underoge smokers.

At Mondny’s meeting, the Farmington Hills City
Council passed an amendment that reaffirms its
crackdown on those who peddle tobacco to mindrs:
Retailers who se)l cigarettes or tobacco to minors
are charged with n misdemeanor, which carries o
fine up to $500.

More so, the council is considering following the
lead of Birmingh ‘West Bl ficld and Troy,
whose communities ticket minors who are caught
smoking with civil fractions. Under a proposcd
amendment, a minar caught smoking would pay a
$50 fine and have to take a health class that
includes smoking cessation. -2

Those invelved in youth issues are urging counci}
to pass the amendment, which would put more
teeth in the existing ordinance. e

“We're asking you to look out for those who ard
too young to make that decision, the teenagers who
think they have the rest of their lives to quit smole
ing,” said Debra Kendzierski, Commission on Chil»
dren, Youth & Families chairwoman. . 2

Laost year, Farmington Hills police ticketed 30
minors who were caught smoking. Those citations
are written under state law, but those are not
always prosceuted in Oakland County Probate
Court.

Farmington Hills officials would have to work
out a contract with probate court, which allows
cities to handle the civil infractions instead. Pro-
bate court has similar pacts with six cities.
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School district OKs $117 million budget

Farmington Public Schools’ new bud-
get will fund a new multi-subject
tenching system nt Warner Middle
School, bilingual summer. achogl and
now football field lights.

At the same time, the 199899 bud-
got ndopted by board members will
maintain the high level of acrvices to
students, according to Cheryl Cannon,

i superi t for busi
and finance.

The total cost to the average taxpay-
er will be about $4 more a year, and
that includes the bond ‘issuc tax
approved last year. Tho slight incrense
is fueled by property value increases,
even with a four-tenths-of-a-mill cut in
the tax rate.

The district’s $117 million budget
was approved 6-0, with Treasurer Joe
Svoke and Sceretary Priscilla Brouil-

This new spending plan allows tho
diatrict to begin implementing an
extensive elementary study report,
augment bond issue projects with extra
work on the inside and outside of
schools and fund new technology.

“What's unique about it js that we've
been able to budget funds fer imple-
mentation of the clementary study
(nearly $1.1 million) and to fund some
(Misai o

while staying within our budget
parameters,” Cannon said.

Some of those propasals from the
Misaion 2007 plan include implement-
ing multi-subject teaching at Warner
Middle School; the Bridges Program at
Harrison High School, which will teach
high-tech research communication
skills; a data manngement system at
Wood Creck Elementary School; ond

lette absent from the meeting. 2007 long:

ge) proposals
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Bon voyage, Sharon

Farmington Observer ace photographer Sharon
LoMicux is hanging up her cameras, effective today.

LeMicux came to the Observer in 1990 and has
won numerous press photography awarda over the
post cight years. She is leaving to care full-time for
her children, Jackie, 4, and Sean, 10 months.

She will atill be available to work on a freclance
basis, so Farmi id, may or
from time to time on the football ficlds, at city
paradea and elsewhere.

Good luck, Sharon, Your professionalism and cre-
ativity will be missed!

Misslon Creek unvelled
The mayars of Farmington and Farmington Hilln
were getting togother late Wednesday to help cut
the ribbon on a new development of 31 hiouses on
Freedom Road, between Drako and Halsted.

FARMINGTON FOCUS

toped by Triangle Develop the same firm
that is developing Timber Crest subdivision at 12
Mile and Middlebeit.

Housing styles range from a 2,100-square-foot
ranch up to a 3,007-aquare-foot two-stary home. Ele-
vation upgrades and walkout basements cost more.
For maro details, call the sales office at 473-0999.

Revive those car memorles
Ever yearn for thosa classic cars of your youth?
The GTO perhaps? Or a nice Mustang convertible?
1T awnlng the fult-sized vornion ie o tad beyond
your meana, why not. try model size? And what bet-
ter incentive than the model car/truck contest spon-
sored by ll!.e F: Hills 25th i Y

Called Mission Creek, the now of aine

gle-family homes ~ priced from $274,800 to $319,900
— atraddlos the border of the two cities. It's being

Models from 1973 and earlicr years will be judged.

Prizes will be awarded for first, second and third
place. Young and old are invited to compete. Models
will be on display in the Spicer Home at Heritage
Park on Saturday, June 27.

Modclers can bring their apecimena to the Spicer
House that day from 8:30-10:30 a.m. The cars will
be on display nlong with an art exhibit. Aterward,
crafters can pick up their miniature cars between 5
and 8 p.m. that day.

Don’t know where to pick up a model kit? Go to
Joo's Hobby Center, 35208 Grand River in the
Drakeshire Plnza,

To enter, call organizer Joe Derck, Farmington
Hills city naturalist, at 473-9574. Hoppy gluing!

On display

Farmingten High School student .lahn Boychuk's
waork of art is on display in the "Resident’s Gallery
Art Corridor” at Farmington City Hall.

Boychuk's painting recently won first place in the
2-D eategory of the Farmington Area Arts Commia-
sion's student art awarda contest.
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