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Picnic unites pen pals from 2 schools

Throughout the 1997-98 achaol
‘year, studente in Wood Creck
Elomentary School fourth-grado
tencher Rosheen Kilano's clnss
were pen pals with a first-grade
clags from Dolsen Elementury
School in South Lyon.

Pupils seat picturcs, letters
and even videos back and forth
betweon the achools. But they
wanted to meet cach ather, The
big moment finally came May
21, when “Pen Pal Picnic Dny”
‘was hosted at Wood Creck.
Dolsen teacher Cindy Shuster
brought her class to the Farm-
;ington district school for a day of
‘full-fledged fun in the sun.

Among highlights was a
“celebrity reading” by School-
craft College English Professor
Gordon Wilson. He read “Some-
where in the World Right Now,”
a book denling with time zones
and how peaple frem around the
world are doing different things
at tho snme time.

Studenta also made a sundial
in the grass, played in a golf ball
race and water balloon toss, ate
pizzn for lunch and consumed
cookies baked by parenta for the
cvent.
 Scott Saxton, owner of Fresh
Approach Market in Farming-
ton, donated four large water-
melons to the picnic and provid-
ed each child with a goodie bag
from the store. Saxton was on

Plenle fun:
Dolsen
student
Steven
Feamster
(eft) and
Wood
Creel: stu-
dent Tet-
suya
Toyokuni
- -pose dur-
ing lunch.

Bursting thelr ball

ne of the big hits of the “Pen Pal Picnic Day” at Wood Creck

Elementary School was the water balloon toss, as demonstrated by (left row, fore-
ground) Dolsen Elementary School students Jessica Thompson and Trevor Moore
and (right row, foreground) Dolsen Elementary School teacher Cindy Shuster, Wood
Creelstudent T'J. Wrignt, local store owner Scott Saxton and Wood Creel: student

Tetsuya Toyokuni.

hand for the picnic and had a
blast himself.

The idea for a pen pal program
grew out of Kilano and Shuster’s

understand and appreciate the
diversity that is present in their
communitiea and schools. In
Kilano's classroom alone, stu-

can, Japanese, Romanian, Arme-
nian, Chaldean, Indian and Ger-
man backgrounds, with oight of
20 students speaking more'than

desire for their students to dents came from African-Ameri-  one language.

i

Pen pals: (from left) Dolsen students Alicia Schwerin
and Stefani Blain, Wood Creel student Stephanie

Sinuk, Dolsen student Sarah Williamson, and Wood
Creek students Karen Liebowitz and Andreca Pop
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Budget balancing act:
WL relies on savings

If not for savings, Walled
Lake schoola would have a
deficit in their 1898-99 budget.

The school district is growing
by an average of 600 students
annuazlly, but state per pupil
funding only covers a percent-
age of those students,

“We have been growing very
rapidly the past few years,”
snid Sandra Motz, distriet
director of business services.
However, “The increase for the
state is coming in less than
inflation and this year we have
a zero increase.”

‘The per pupil grant in 1698-
99 will be $7,399, the same as
the 1997-98 school year.,

And while growth will
increaso the state foundation
grant, it still won't cover the
coat of all the new students,
Motz snid.

‘Walled Luke schools enroll-
ment was 13,160 in February
and in estimated to increase to

*13,600 in September. But since
the state per pupil funding is
based on 40 percent of the
February 1998 count and 60
percent of the September 1998
count, the district will have to-
cover the coata of 200 students,
Motz said.

“It secms that every year, it's
smaller and smaller,” she said
of increases in the state foun-
dation grant.

State funding makes up |

$80.5 million or 72 porcent of
the district's $111.6 million
proposed budget. Local rev-
enues are cstimated at $22.6
million and $2.6 million is
expected in federal dollars.
This year, diatrict expendi-
tures are higher than estimat-
cd revenues at $118.5 million.
Eighty percent of expendi-
tures aro due to salaries and
benefits. And staffing in the
district will increaso by the
equivalont of 94 full-time

- ] SCHOOLS

employees in 1998-99 to handle
growth including two new mid-
dle schools opening in August.

Since the district is required
by state law to submit a bal-
anced budget, Motz said the
nearly $6.9 million shortfall
will be covered by a projected
savings of $1.6 million in
unused funds, $3.9 millian in
cquity from unused retirement
funding, and another $1.5 mil-
lion in leftover doficit funding.

While the board approved
the proposed budget unani-
mously, board vice president
Thomas McConnell said the
diatrict is very fortunate it Haa,
savinges to use,

“If we didn't have a savings,
like many districts don't, we'd
have to cut programs,”
McConnell said.

Howaever, Superintendent
James Geisler said, “We are
concerned how we use the sav-
ings. We don't know how long
it's going to last.”

Another major district
expenditures include the 11.12
percent the district pays in
state retirement funding for
their achool employces — the
same rate aa the 1997-98
schoo) year.

But taxpayers will save a lit-
tle money this year as well,

While the 1998-99 millage
rate is 18 mills for non-home-
stead or buainess properties,
the same as in 1997-98, the
h d millage is d. i
to 3.30 mills from tho current
3.339 mills. And the district's
debt millage is 4.8 mills, o'
reduction of .30 mills, .

The reduction in rates will
save the homeowner of o
$100,000 house $33.25 annual-
ly.
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