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Even though the young- [
sters who attend Cloverdale
Developmental Center have
various physical and mental
impnirments, “thoy are s
unique as you and 1" said
teacher Ruth Whiteman,

They also enjoy fun, just
like any other kid does.

With that in mind, Tues-
day'a annunl Field Day at
Cloverdale was as typical ns
poasible - featuring cotton
candy, face painting, fun-
filled games, music (per-
formed by Jeffrey and

Cloverdale

cream, donated by down-
town Farmington's Baskin-
Robbins store.

“We've done this every
year for the kids,” said
Whiteman, who has been at
Cloverdale since 1973, when
the special education facility
on Freedom Rood opened. “Why
should every other school in
Farmington have a field day and
not ua?”

Whiteman added that tho field
day “gives them (students) so
many opportunities and experi-
ences, 80 many activities, And it
helps bring familics together.”

Cloverdale Principal Roger

7 Tg,

Famlly ties: Brianna Tucker; 3, of

Farmington Hills spends time
with her great-grandfather, Joe
Kozma of Livonia.

are physically and mentally
handicapped
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“People come in and, after they
get to know the kids, they don't
look at the impairment,” White-
man eaid, “They look at the kids
and they eee they all have per-
sonalities, They are as uniquo as
you and 1" .

Tucker and others at

Martin said the four-hour event
is another example of how “we
celebrate life, we appreciate each
day for what it is.”

Martin olso looked around the
playground nnd marveled at the

reveled at
Tuesdny's candy-coated diver-
sion. But long-range issues
remain, such as the need to
repair or replace some of that
playground equipment. A silent

ted 60 family b
who camo out to help the stu.
dents have a grand time. -

*I think this is tho most parent
participation we've ever had for
a field day,” said Martin, busy
helping Joe Kozma make anoth-
er batch of sweot, sticky, pink
cotton candy. “I look at that as a
real positive sign.”

Kozma's great-granddaughter,
Brianna Tucker, 3, attends
Cloverdale, Brianna, who is
restricted to a wheelchair, suf-
fers from muitiple disabilities,

Among the parents at the field
day was Brianna's mom, Mari-
anne Tucker, She is strongly

tion is being izod for
early October, at the Longacre
House, to help provide funds for
new swings, slides and low-to-
the-ground merry-go-rounds.

And Whiteman, who satd the
cost of handicnpped-accesaible
playground equipment is “nstro-
nomical,” said ehe hopes some of
the Durant lawsuit settloment
money being eet aside by the dis-
trict will be earmarked for
Cloverdale. The school board
recently OK'd a plan to reserve
about 20 percent of the $8.6 mil.

lion windfall for special projects.
Brianna ia one of 85 studenta
botween the ages of 3-28 who
ded Cloverdale during

dedi d to Cl dale and to
the formation of a parent sup-
port group. “Parents all have the
same i{ssues, chasing thera-
pists...”

According to Tucker, the self-
contained community is the best
possible place for her daughter
and other Cloverdale students to
be. Students have a variety of
handicaps, everything from
blindneas to cercbral palsy,

1997-98, Whiteman said. Anoth-
er five classes attend other
buildings in the district, includ.
ing Visions Unlimited, William
Grace Elementary School, Warn-
er Middle Scheol and Harrison
High School.

Four of the Cloverdale stu-
dents, all age 26, will graduate
at 1 p.m, Thuraday, June 25, and
perhaps then be placed into a

jonal as long aa

“It's a whole here,”
said Tucker, noting that play-
ground ond classroom equip-
ment is adapted to meot the
needs of the handicapped chil-
dren. “I nover felt comfortable
taking Brianna out in public.
People aro rude, they stare, But
this is our own little world, this
is where she's comfortable.

“And they (the children)
understand a lot more than
other peaple think they do.”

Whiteman said Cloverdale
opens eyes and minds about
folks who

Candy’s B

that’s what their parents desire,
Martin emphasized.

Fund-raiser planned
Cloverdale Developmental
Center is orguniting a Silent
Auction to take place 7 p..
Oct. 2 at Longacre House.
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But cven youngsters who
do not attend Cloverdale or
the five nuxiliary classrooms
waore ablo to get into the
Ficld Day swing.

Samantha Zalac, 8, of
Salem Elementary School in
the South Lyon district,
onjoyed checking out Farm-
ington Public Safety police
and firo vehicles parked in
front of Cloverdale, T

“1 found out aome stuff |-~
about the computer and
{video) camera,” said Saman-
tha, after apending a few
minutes in the police squad
car normally used by Officers
Dan Potter and Terry
Purves. “It's pretty cool.
‘When I grow up, I'm going to
be a policowoman,”

Jim Dale, of the Farming-
ton Public Safoty Depart-
ment, said badges and color-
ing books were handed out to the
children, They also received an
explanation about what the fire
truck does. -

“We raised the ladder,” Dale
sald, “We've hed over 100 kids
out here. And we let them put on
a fire coat if they wanted to.”
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Cloverdale outing: Paulette Adrian and her kids, Holly (who is impaired),3, and
Heidi, who is not, enjoy the Cloverdale School fiel
ing, games and music. The special education schoo

d day, which included face-paint- ’
! is part of the Farmington Pub- '~

'

clea

NOwW 2

50:
off* -

Men’s assorted woven
short-sleeved shirts

semi-annual

rance

Hurry in now for outstanding savings!

%

to5 0 ?n/(gnore
off”

“original prices
on select merchandise

no adjustments on prior purchases

Proceeds wlyrﬁu toward. pur-
cha;lng n ;v

'or
eall Marianne Tucker at 489-
sg1e. - - RS

Committee to examine
crowded court conditions

Improving cramped 47th Dis-
trict Court is the mission of a
fledgling planning committee to
include officinls from the court
and cities of Farmington and
Farmington Hills.

Farmington City Council
members JoAnne McShane and
James Mitchell were appointed
to the committee during Monday
night's mecting.

“We'ro glad it's getting going,”

City M

“It’s not something new,” said
LauhofY about court apace con-
cerns. “The building was con-
structed 20 years ago. The com-
munity around us has expanded
tremendously. And that'a put a
tremendous burden on the
court.”

‘Among issues to be delved into
by the committee will be securi-
ty and space - corridors are

snid Farmi it:
Frank LaghefY, whe sise vill be
part of the 12-member comnit-

tee.

Officiala expect the committee
to meet in tho near future and
start work that could take "up to
a year” to complete, culminating
in a recommendation, Lauhoff
said, | N

cramped and difficult for specta-
tors and vri to make their
way &, und,

“It's an overall court opera-
tion® that will be examined,
LauhofT said.

Four reprosentatives from
Farmington, Farmington Hills,
and the 47th Distriet Court will

rise tho i
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Misses/Petites/Clairewood
dresses & rainwear
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Bridal Salon closing
« gll In-stock bridal samples
* no special orders
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International and
American Designers

Available in all stores except
Ann
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Blrmingham » (248} 644-6300 Livonla * (734) 581-7696 Rochester » {248) 651-6000
SHOPPING HOURS ¢« MON-SAT 10-9 « OPEN SUN AT NOON




