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: {'promizent ‘dod -mmiﬂeﬂ by

1 ‘ »“Look herc!"

“Why. -good-night.”. . Black.
stock's mouth smiled, but his epebch
‘was mechanical-afid} bis” eyes, slightly
thiek
-ldnses, met- Coast's with &an opn ue
look cast.

. . i He,sald huskily. -

He turned away as,if to 10so sight
of the fizure huddled at h!s feet.

Dundns in bis -corner ‘\\mmpered

% swung to him )yith an

MKe'a man waking from e'vll%ﬂre«mu.
“Wh

M'm sorry “éur pnny hua to bru:k up

so early—' +

Van Tuyl BW!

round with a glass hait-full of

Scotch in his hand. “Aren’t you gc

to join us?"
“Thank you, no,”

ng
aw
ng

sald Coast dryly.

© “No," said Blackstock. “And,”|he
added, “if 1 were you, Vau, I'd chop
that driok. It won't do you a warld
of good.” [
A ROMANCE “Oh?” Van :Tuyl. smiled acidly.
“Don't you know I reserve the pylv-
s . flege of acting as my own wet-nursp?"
By Louis Joseph Vance "1 advised you us o friend, but Fm
. willing to push the trespass and tell
_"_i\'\ ¥ou something you .evidently dqo’t
B kmow, Van Tbyl; drink makes you
. ugly.” i
Mustrations by Ray Walters Coast, lingering in anxlety, detected
suddeqly the gleam of drink-insanity
in Van Tuyl's eyes. Alarmed, he
(Copyrisht, 1510, by Louis Joseph Vaace.) movéd to place himself between ibe
men, and fn the act recelved full|in
v SYNT’SIS' the face what had been !ntended for
Garrett Coast, a young man of New Blackstock—the contents of Van
. ‘rm‘)x( c‘)‘\{' meets Do\agli\s Blnc;({slocl. ‘who | Tuyl's glass.
v 13,
ihousn he aisliies Diackstook. the. reac | , nlt-dlinded and choking, be stopped
son belng that both are In love with Kath dack, groping for his banderchlef.
erine Thaxter t o he
trine Thaxter. Conat falls to convlago het | Phe alcohol burned his eyes like ahid
friendship. At the party Coast meets two | fire, and tho tumes of it In his throat
named Dundas and Van Tuyl and nostrils almost strangled bim [cr
&'moment, preventing bis clear under-

CHAPTER 1l.—(Continued.)

’Blaculnck 1nlerpm§nd hullly “That
fourth-best spade of yours certafnly
did lead him up to slaughter.” He
reached over and took up the deck at
Truax's elbow, spreading the cands
with p dextrous sweep of his strong,
bluat fingers. “New game. Cut, you
fellows.” R

“The {nvitation tempts;
are some skins too thick
Tus! pursued.

Truax pushed back his chatr, ned-
ding cheerfully to Coast. But for a
heightened tint of color he showed no
trace.of teing aware of Vao Tuyl's in-
solence. “Cut In, Garrett; [t's your
be added,

but there
rvan

I think I'lIl drop. for one.'

“Drop,” said Van Tu)l sweetly, “and
be damued.”
“What do you mean by that?? Tru-

ox, on his feet, turned upon his tor-
mentor with an imperceptible tremor
fn his voice.

Pmdence) Is the better part of
bridge,” ¥an Tuyl explained careful-
ls. . “He's a prudent man who be-
comes conscious of chilled extremitles
when abead of the game.”

Crimson with resentment,, Troax
hesitated, the retort on the tip of bis
tonge only withheld bécause of
Coest's appeallhg and sympathetic
look. Then with a lift of bis plump
shoulders he turned away, nodding to
his host. Dundas and Coast. i

“Good-night# he sald brusquely, and
§0 betrayed the effort bis seif-control
ccst him.” “You-all can send your
checks it 1 am ansthing ahead.

“Wel try not lo forget, thanks.” A
satiric smlte on Van Tuyl's thin lips
winged the Parthian dart.

Truax did wot reply, but left the
room abruptly, Blackstock accompany-
ing him to the door. In his abaenee
Coast cut in as Van Tuyl's partner
and took the chair Truax had just va-

" he Inquired.
i "Yours.” Dundas told him.

"Aed,” Van Tuy! Interjected as
Coast took up the cards, “let us trust
you've more bridge sense tban that
professional dummy.” He nodded to
indicate the departing Truax. "I care-
fully told him, early in the evening,

that when I doubled I wanted pot his.

highest heart, but the highest card of

his weakest sult. Do you think you

can rememter that?"

“Yes,” sald Coast shortly, amnoyed
by the-other’s offensive manner,

“1 sinc trust s0. 1 didn’t come

“ here to beTpoked by eversbedy, by fn-
competent partners included.”

Coast quietly put down the cards
withaut completing the deal. “Aren’t
you spraining something In your at-
tempts to be Insolent, Van?' he in.

- quired as Blackstock reappeared. "It
happens I've Jbeen your partner this
evening more frequently than anybody

else s

“Precisely.”

“And you, think yoursell justified in
sugges(lng that I've played egainst
Fou2”

vih Tuyl 5 Qark eyes mct b[s atead-
11y in a sardonic stare. “I'm the heav-
fest loser here” be said. “Yowve
played like B raw amateur every tlme
you've played with me. -Hatcrpret that
to your Hklnz

“I ghall.”  Coast got up,. white to
the lips. “it spells good-night to me.”

Blackstock slnlr.‘k o with a heavy
note of {hsincere sua.vlt}’ “Oh, comie
now! It's early yet. Van doesn't
know what Re's saylng—"

It was Von Tuyl's turn ‘to rlso' he

+ ageomplished the ncllon with surpris-
iog dignity it with a Blight unstéad-
ince when did I appoint &
hmm:ler,llks you to read, my, mean:
iug"" ‘he.asked erisply.

Blackstock hesitated, Bwu}'lng 8 lit-
tie as his.femper .strajoed at the
feash.- “TlL take that from,you in
your! present condition, Van Tusl,” he
sald’ ‘slowly.

In |bis nervous an, lnty to avert me

..say now!“ he
‘triends. Don't
let's jus. slang .one anotfer. Comé, on,
Ve, Tuxl—-lets -have ,a dsink,. 'snd
m:l!\e u

1
egsented; t Msténs Itke

gens!

He turned fo the buffet, Dundds- vm'n’
i

Guod-nlgh Blacksluck."

Consr. of-|.

standing of what was taking place.
Dimly he heard Van Tuyl raving|ln
his curlously clear and incislve e
cents,"heard him ‘stigmatize Blakk-
stock card-sharp and . blackguard.
More vaguely he beard him name
Katherine Tharter—in what conrec-
tion he did not know. On the hwels
of that something barked hideously;
Dundas screamed ke a rat; Man
Tuyl sald: Oh, God!" thickiy.
‘Dazed with borror, Coast mana
ta ciear bls vision.

-Blackstock bad moved to the otl
side of the rgom, where he stood
a’'smal] table, the drawer of which

ed

er
at
be

. Blackatock Moyed
had ‘evldently jerked .open the instgnt
before he fired. His feet were well

apart and be Jeaned a little forward,
his large head lowered upon fts hegvy
peck. Hls lips were compressedto
the loss of their sensual fulluess, pls
eyes' blazed beneath knotted, Intent
brows. One hand was clenched by hls
slde; the other held an automatice pls-
tol from whose muzzle a falnt«vapor
lifted !n the still hot alr.
;In‘s cormer lttle Dundas was h
dled wlth & face of parchment, mo
gaplng, eyes astare. '

Both men-Wero watching Van Td

COBSL saw .the. tall, graceful fig
sway llke a pendulum gathering Io-
tmentum. .An qxpression of..straif
surprise clouded the man's.face.
lirchied o step forward and cail
Timsel? with a hand on the card:tahle,
aad .m held steady for an instq
vhno ‘hia bladk gaze, mmng. compre-
ended the neat black puncture Wl
Iis widening stain upon the bosom
his ghirt.
C“Ged .. fe sald agaln in a sol

plugul lnquiry.

"|THen .he -fell, dmggmg the tal
over:with him. .

|on' the sound of that, Blackstqck
moved. for.-the first’ time, He drpw

d-
th

véred and turned away. He miolstened
nifs Yips nefvously.
iCopst, with a Uttts cr¥, dropped|
his knoes beside Van Tuyl. Alre:
the ‘man's eyed wergglazlng, the mdve-
ents of the hand that tore” af
breast Were becoming’ feebly con:
‘sive,, While Goasz watched -he' shud-
.dered and-dled. . - -
FMVell?) Blm:kslnck: volce bom
i his ears as {he man's hnnd grip
Bis Jshoulder. ::Coast shook”:oft
grasp and-Toge. -
‘{*You've dome for “him,” ho
yondering at the slendlnnss of
7nvolce.
' Blackstock shiook hig nead, Wnk!.nz

ed

e

2a,
h].E‘

onm, “Shut up,: domn )uu' D'you
want—" He clicked his strouk white
teeth, jumping s the :Dbelliof the
bouse’ telepbone. lnterrupled ‘Then

ho went heavily to the lgstryment 40

vSummer wResorts Offei'ed Unclé ‘Sam

the ;short hallway that led td ‘tho en-
trance to the apartment. 'Coas( heard
bim’ jerk down the recelver.
"Well?" he demended savagely.
“Yes. Anaccldent” | |

“One of my guests. .Yes;' badly.

You'd better call | up police hsadquar-,

ters, and tell thefn to acnd ah ambu-
lance.

“And don't let anybody. up here un-
til they come. Understand?"! .

He hung op the recelvenwlm a
bang and tramped back :fnto ‘the din-
Ing-room. “That damn’ hallboy!
. They heard the racke in the
Tiat"below and called himiup) . . -
I tiave made o prétty mess of things!”

Ho went to the buffet, .'careluliy
uvoldlnx the body, and- poured|bimselt
a SLHI drink, whick he swullowed 2t a
sulp.

Blsx:kutock strode restlcss'y back
to[the other end of the robm and
(hmw himself, a dead weight, into &
chair, facing the wall. In the sflence
thdt followed Coast could hear his
deép and regular resplrations; unhur-
rled unchecked. . After a moment,
boyever, he awung round, dug hls ek
bows, {nto his knees and burled his
face in his hands,

"Gbod God!™ hn Enld.‘ “Why did [
du\mal”"

Dumias coughed nervnusly and
maved toward the door. Blackstock
looker.l up with the face of a ﬂ!under—
claud.

{Where are you gofng?”

Dundas stammered ; an Ine
exduse.

| Well. you stop ‘whete you a
back to that window-seat—and
keep your miserable teeth sti

oherent

e. Get
try to
I, can't

| stniply;

hlmself up, relazed, end dropped the
feapoh upon’ the’table beside: hjm.
His glance encountered Coast’s, fa-,

ped

you? D'you think I'm gofng| to let

for the First Time. : = !

you desert me now, after all I've done
for you, you ungrateful rat?”,
‘Without a protest Dundas
fearfully between him and wh
boen Van Tuyl, and returned
window-seat. Blackstock's glq
gaze fell upon Coast, A sour.g
twisted his mouth. ",
“You're not a bad' fellow, Co:
said-—"to stick by me. . . .}
Exerting  himself, Coast " tiled to
master bis aversion and' contempt for
thé man as well &s ﬁls bind hdrrar of
the. crime,
“What are yo! golng to do"
.."Do?" Blnckslnck Jumped .
hegnn to-pace. to and fro.  “W
hell can I do-but giye myselt.
“You mean that?"’
The- question was iovoluntarily on
Coast’s’ part, wrung from him py sur-

sidled
at had
to .the
wering
rimace

5L, be

p, and
at the
el

| prise; so 'difficuit he: raund 1t tn credlv.

the man's slnwr!ty.. b

“Ofi: course,”™

-1 the battleship broker.

*‘ITS A

brezd_,(You CAN'T
ﬁé‘ 3 asA'r TS
f

ASHINGTON.—If Uncle, Sam want.

ed to go into the summer resort
business, now would be his golden op-
portunity. He has 3cores of chances
to acquire for a song’ botel and resort
property of .great scenle- - besuty,
though possibly of .little commercial
value, according to the.agents boom-
ing them. Whotber Unele Sam will
“bite” will depend upon tne.nnzlonnl
forestry commission.

The efforts to sell are h:lng made
under the Weeks' Forestry law, other.
wise known as the Appalaghian Forest
Reserve act. ' Last spring, when ad-
vertisements wers {ssued forland to e
purchased with the $11,080,000 appro-
priated by that law, the rush began.
It has contitued since then until near-
Iy every owner of -a “busted,” down-
at-the-heel summer resort in the moun-
taln sections of the southeastern
states and New England has tried to
‘:nlead upon’the govérnment.

Already over 2,000,000 acres .have
been offered for sale to' the govern-
ment. Al of this is not summer re-
sort property, but a'considerable pro-
portion of it 3. The resort property

is not offered for the bulldings on It,

but Inl' the beautiful ")mrks" about
them, | which are alyays bepvily tim-
bered|and sultable for, farestry. pur-
poses, according to the promoters. If
all the land offered . wers 10 tie honsh!
it v\ould .probably cost Uncle Sam
$100, 000 000 instead of 311 000,000.

an of the Jeading. summsr Tesort
“forest reservations” whiéh' the igov-
ernment bes been asked to buy s the
Natural Bridge ln Virginla, for which
something like a quarter of a miillon
{5 wanted. Accompanying. the offer
was & beautiful painting of the bridge.
which was' great for Beenle beauty,
but dld not seem té be much for tim-
ber. No charge was made for the plc-
ture, it wag explained. The, promoter
of this property did not admit it, but
it 13 well known that u:s Netural
Brldga died a ﬁnzurnl dent_h in recent
years,

A lnrgﬂ number of mher re:un and

tains.)and the much advertised “Land
of the Sky,” or “Sapphire Country,”
of Carolina are belng offered to the

hotel! properties in the White Moun-

Barnes Storme—Ah! me bdy, but we
had the run of our life in Oskaloosa.

Frlend—H'n, aln't 1t lucky they
coutdn’t ‘catél you?

When the World Was Made.

‘When Lottie returned from her first
visit to Sunday school she was asked
what she hail learned.

“God mada’the world in six dnyu.
2nd was arestéd on the soventh day,”
was her version of the lesson impart-
ed.—-LlppIncou’s. .

Pccullar Industry.
An {mportant industry and one p&
culiar to Spain is tho manuofacture ol
jute and hemv sandals.

°o\>ernmenl at - prices—
whether ridiculously Bigh or ridicu-
lously low will be for the forestry com-
mission to say.

Certaln big White \Xnnntxln hotels
avant -the government fo buy, ‘whole
mouhtalns o that the trees thereon
will- be preserved for the benelit of
thelr guests. Lands are-belng pressed
upon the government far $30 10.$100
an acre, but few il :my of thesd will
be \mughL

To Auction Off "

HE contemplated sale by the United:

States government of 43 warships
classed as obsolete in the latest pavy
report will open an extensive fleld o
The Jot will in-
armored and pro-
tected cruisers, monitors and .gun-
bonts. Rapld In  the

-clude battleships,

Decreplt Warshlps

building of dreadnoiights has caused
battlestips and otbel war craft which
ten years ago were considered formid-
able, to fall behind: present require-
ments. Consequently the government
plans to gét rld of them, either by
breaking them up and selling them as
Junk, or disposing 9f them .to Sduth
Amerlcan republics:

Among the battleships classed as ob-

Alubama, Maine, Massachusetts, In-
diana, Obfo, Oregonj Aissourl, lowa,
Iiinols and Wisconsin, It cost to bulld
them 364 405,225, When the Kearsarge
and the 'Kentucky were put In com-
misslon several years ago they' were
among the finest battleships afioat.
Thelr batteries of | seven-nch guns
were lmpressive, but now, compared’
with ships like the ‘Delaware, the

solete are the Kearsarge, Kentucky,

Michlgan, the Florid:
significant.

The crulsers doomeu to me serap
berp are the Brockly ew York, St
Lauis, Charleston and Mllwaunkee. The
Brooklyn was Admiral Schley's flag-
ship at the battle of ‘Santlago. The
total cost of these is $20,350,275. ‘The
unarmored cruisers that Were service.
able In the Spanish war, but 1n a mod-
ern sea battle couldn’t approach the
enemy within ten milgs or more, are
the Otympla, Dewey’s llagship at the
battle of Manita bay; the Ralelgh, Bal-
timore, Chicago, Cincinnatl, Boston,
Aarbiehead, Atlanta, Philadelphia, San

he)’ seem 1n-

 aod, Columbta. Total tost, $25,965,752.
Warship brokers In this country nat-

ufally will look to-South America as

the most likely fleld for business.

|This Country Full

PIES, according to reports In Wash-

{ogtan, are sttl! at work finding out
for the pations which. they represent
the secrets of this country’'s defense.
Not satisfied with thelr “military at- |
taches"—sometimes called the titte of
a spy not In disguise—these pations,
dlrectly or indirectly,-have been work-
ing alf the time throughout the world
coilecting information. 7This informa-
tlon is of every sort;*economlic, geo-
graphical, commercial, but egpecially
milltary. It i3 the first duty Of theee
| men to, teport all detalls they cap
Eather of the fortfficatibns in the coun.
try to whleh they are assigned. A
this {nformation is eventuslly #léd fa-
the, vaults of the general staff, 2nd on
it, (o a_ large degree, depends the
preparednéss of the country for war.’

1n New York ftsolf /there are doubt-
less many spies besmes the cousllls.

. . .

of Foreign Spies
Spme years ngo a young Heutepant in
a/forelgn army spent-his vacation on
this ’aldc of the Atidntie, admitted!y
reportiiig to his government the varl-
ous activities of the United States, es-
peclally In some of their island pro-
tectorates. He returtted to his howme
| country, and, nothlng ‘more was heard
of him for several years.

One day toward the end of ‘1910 a
man who had met this officer:on bis
fiyst visit was much surprised to meet
‘him again on 2 ferrybbat at New Yark
clty. ‘ The officer was dressed in clv-
illan!clothes” and efthér did not recog-
.nlze;hls former acquaintance or pre-
lended not to recagnize, him. When
addressed, however, ‘he readily se-
koosrledged his ldenm)’. He sald be
was in this country permpnently and
was working fu a. factory oii ‘Staten
Island. This factory was Withjn half
an Hour's walk of some of the most
tmportant fartlﬂcmlons on the Atiantic
seaboard.

Some time  Jater lhe nnqualuumca
cdlled up the factory to see It the man
was stlll there. He was not, but tiad
lett Bhortly after the lmerview -on the
mribnm,

“it's too late mow to
gebaway, . ..o IFft hadu't bl
that racket .+ . They'd: op! me’
befdre 1 could get out of town.” ~He
paused, questioning Coast with[bis in.
tent starel* “You wouldn't’lot me; off,
would 'you? Tou'd tell the nolice, of
course?” ) ' .

hake a
ben for

“Of course.” ¢

IGHTY whose.annual
salaries- nggregate! @; quartor of 2
million dollars, were| dispensed. with
at theiend of last maonth. This force
‘has: béen busy for years making indt:
vidual-plans for the government's pub-
lic buildings-thropghopt the land,
The: treasury . officials, - {n taking
stock of cash on hand, found that they.
had only money enpugh to pay these

Blackstock nodded ss It b draughtsmen.  Therefoney they asked
o reply anything but surpr:ﬁl congress for -$200,000-to Xoep.them on
course.- He-was your: frlend}.|..~. -1 | the:payroll for the ndxt nine months,

“Yours, tod. Why, did- you | ‘db 1t completing the fiscal|Fear:

“This: daimnable - temper of| mine. *‘Butjthere was nothiug ‘extra coming
He—dldo't_you hear?—threaténed to | from congress to mept such a sltua-
tell Kate Thaxter. .| Black- | tion and it was siggested :m as the
stock resumed. bis ' . government has over :six * hundred
TMWhat?™ v, e oA drawn plans for all [kinds of public

““Never mind—~= t the could be

' i .+ ] dtspensed with ‘and nkw. bulldings au-
*And you Killed i for thaf?"] " » | thorized butlt upon plids xlready made

:Blackstack stopped, staring;down at fuse of. © i . O

the body. : “Yes be:s d.xln:u sub-

ddued:voless. <o

™It that's your Wny. yuu'd hawe !d
murder me alfo, you know, bsfore you
could -have married Miss Thaster.” :

s (’IO B" COI?TDUEDJ

tice o(*carrylng clerks when there was
0. fnoney to, pay them with and fiay-
Kn: canzress mnke up,lhe daﬂcn when

ac: | erected and in

Draughtsmf:n Separated From Pay-Roll

PAY-ROLL
*esoc &

cqm“enlent does not n‘ppeal to

ficlals in the departments. any longer.
Séveral years ago n {aw was ‘piassed
making it an offense for an ofiittalito
cmalc a defleit or to use: mnney ap-

IN WOMAN'S

Made Sate by Lydia E. Pinkham’s
Vegetable Compouad.

Geaniteville, Vt.—*“I wag passin;
thrcughtheCh'mgeofrfcnndsuﬂerz
from nervousness
and other annoying
symptoms, an
can truly say thab
Lydia E. Pinkham's
egetnble Com,
pound has proved
worth mountains of
gold to me, as it
testored my health
and strength.
ever forget to tell
my friends what
Lydia E. Pinkham's
ml has done for ms
enod. Completa
t! ns so much

Vigetable Comj ou
ng this try
restoration to heu
to methat for the'sake ox nther suffer.

ing women I am willing o make g
trouble public so you ma{" publis|

this letter.”—Mrs. ARCLAY,
WLED., Graniteville, Vt

No other medicihe for woman's {lls
bag received such widespread and un.
qualified endorsement No other med.
{:ine we know of has such a record
(f cures a8 has Lydia E. Pinkham'’s
Y egetable Compound. -

For moré than 30 years it has been
curing woman’s ills such as inflamma.
tlon, ulceration, fibroid tumors, irreg-
tlarities, périedic -pains and nervous
frostration, and it is unequalled for
garrying women s'\fel through the
perfod of change of

Mrs. Pinkham, at Lynn, DInss.,
invites all sick women to writa
herforadvice. Her ndvico!sirce,
azd always helpful.

The Farmer’s Son’s
Greai Opporiunﬂy

Dot 1 year trot naw,
zbep land willbo bigh!

sainay, fauids have, pald

5
mlnez?
h)rl‘lmphk'l ‘Lust Best West."
e
. of IgTation,

e ot st Vi
ﬂ._l. lldmm. 176 Jefierssa Ay, Dalreit:]
or €. & Lacli, Hargaells, et

Your Liver
Is Clogged Up -

ThnL’- Why You're T‘u'ed—Ou: of Sorts

propriated for one speellic purpose for
another purpose for which the egulnr

fon had become ipat] dSick B h
. "Nt only, will there be; & saing of
$250000 16" the predent Mical. year, | SHALL PILL, SHALL DOSE, SMALL PRICE.
byt there will ajso gd on '|Genuine must bcarSlgnatm'e

a saving of d quarter o! ‘a‘mfilipa dot-
larg )euch year, for-the treasury offi-
‘I clals have lot the drau"hL!men 180 tor
zuod.

..THerp,arg now in, o, Unled Emms.
dse, 662 publlé bulla-
togs, costing fram $25,000 to $8,000,4u0
edchl the last naimed ﬂgura be(ng the
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