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Kaboom!

Join celebration of Hills’ 25th-

ongratulations, Farmington Hills. It's

been a good 26 years and boy, how

you've grown. You've taken on a bit of
welght s0 there’s more of you to love, but
-you're atill in preity good condition as com-
‘pared to your neighbors.

We've scen the leaner days, when you could
be seen riding horses or actually tending
. farms. Now, you've pretty much joined the
modern era, with plenty of cars and big busi-
nesses and buxldmga to toil in. It makes things
a bit busier, and you've built roads and free-
ways to keep up with growth: The problem of
your raads, though, still seems to be one of the
biggest challenges you need to face.

. However, bigger isn't always worse. In your
heart and soul, Farmington Hills, you've real-
1y remained o small town.

That’s evident by the fact that you still lxke
to play, setting up a parks system over the
past quarter century.— an admirable trait to
cater to the kid in all of us. And you've taken
up golf, a great sport for those older years.

You've also paid a lot of attention to the

needs of others: Helping out older folks with
programs at the Custlck Ccnter nnd young-
sters with an elat

You've set up groups to help ensure thnv.
minorities of all kinds get a fair shake. And,
you've shown safety is a priority, with major
impr to your fir abilities
and nationally recognized efforts on the police
department.

Yep, Farmington Hills, you've got plenty of -
reasons to be proud. So we hope you'll get out
and celebrate this weekend,

Some of your finest
spent valuablo time — and money of many
great donors — planning an entertaining week-
end, starting with a hoe-down square dence on
Friday night; featuring a ceremony, kida
events and music by the Farmington Area
Philharmonic on Saturday afternoon; an elab-
orate fireworks display Saturday night; and
the dedication of a B Park on Sunday.

Join the celebration, Farmington Hills. You
deserve it.

A pair of kudos, suggestlons

Short takes on recent stories in and around
the Farmingtons:

W Anti-Semitic graffiti showingupona
Farmington Hills synagoguc and at a public
achool recently conld obviously be seen as a

icable blot on this ity’s reputa-

tmn Yet, quick response by the city, school
dmmct nnd thu Famngtoannrmmgtan Hills
ity Council

to set up a reward bmught desowed notice
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LETIERS:

Don’t deny neédy senlors

*m surao there is some logic to this but, if

there is, it escapes me. A provision of the
Michigan income tax provides for a scnior citi-
zen prescription drug credit. The credit is
available for those over the age 65 if their
household incomo is under $11,835 for a single
mdmdunl or $16,916 for a married couple.

ding on the money available (the fund

If Farmington Hills is the only
having trouble with Detroit Edison’s consis-
tent delivery of power, wo'd be surprised. Wo

- | suggest Hills officials use SEMCOG or a group

of other towns with problems to file com- .
plaints with the Michigan Public Services
Commission, aiming for the power of numbers.
Otherwise, the city’s new Consumer Protec-
tion Committee might try to get some action.
8 Congratulations to Farmer Jack for final-

from o ive of the Anh»l" fi ly g the obvious, that it's closing the

Leugue Tt shows the town's q \| d Farmi store, And, it's showmg

“'stand, real commumty 8pirit by offering to bus senior
W Last week's meeting b Far from Farmi Place toits Nine

Hills and Detroit Edison brought some expla-
nation, but little consolation to those neigh-
borhoods who regularly get zapped powerless,

Rouge cleanup:

¢ messed it up. Now we're cleaning it up.
And we're doing a pretty good job. But
there is still a long way to go.

The “we” is all of us — business, industry,
government and individuals; The “it” we refer
to is the Rouge River, which not so many
years ngo was considered one of the most pol-
Auted rivers in the country. In 1981 the pollut-

»ed Rouge was designated an “Area of Concern™
—bccnuse of its potential effects on the Great
TLakes.
= The Rouge River Project, which begun in
1992, was a joint cffort of many agencies and
windividuals to 1mpmve the water quality of the
~Rouge and bring the river back to life. Readers
-of this newspaper are familiar with the annu-
a1 Rouge Rescue (indeed, many of you have
mkcn part in those uctwmcs)
z We d all the
Zand i who have participated in
these efforts to restore life to a dying river.
“Thanks to them the water quality in the
“Rouge is better than it has been in years. But
“the job doesn’t end when the last rotting tire
-ia pulled out of the water,
< The day-to-day activities of i —n8
well as business and industry — can have sig-
ificant effects on the state of the Rouge, even
-11' they think they live nowhero near the river.
—Whlle industry once was a major cause of
-Rouge pollution, officials of The Rouge River
“Project sy that now only about 2 percent of
~the pollution is frem industrial sources.
. 'Today one of the biggest hazards to the
=Rouge is polluted storm water runoff. Simply
~put that is water that runs over the ground
“during heavy rains and picks up pollutants
~that are carried into storm drains that lead
irectly to thoe river.

Tividual

Mile Road store two days a week. We certainly
hope and expect that spirit to extend to leas-
ing out to another grocer in town,

Need still deep

Dirty work: Volunteers pitched in wzth
the Rouge Rescue in armington Hills
earlier thts month.

And where do the pollutants come from?
From fertilizers, pesticides, oil or grease leaks
from automobiles, even bacterin from pet
wastes, In short tliey come from your well-
manicured yard, your driveway, tho street in
front of your houne Downspouts that feed
directly into u/sewcr system or onte paved dri-
veways that lend to a sewer opening also add
to the problem.

Local unities are beginning to deal
with tha issue ot'mnnngmg storm water runoff’
n}:d a8 purt of the campaign, are setting up

to teach resid how

they can help roducu pollution, The Rouge
Program Office has an excellent Web site
(www.waynecounty.com/wayne/build/rpo/)

ining an online handbeok with an abun-
dance of information on the Rouge Project and
how individuals and businesscs can'do their
part to help.

* We'vo done a good job go far of cleaning up
what we collectively messed up. But there's
atill a lot to be done. In the immortal words of
Yogi Berra: “It ain't over 'til it's over.”
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This week In history as reported in past
editions of the Farmington Observer and the
Farmington Enterprise,

2trd Y,

40 YEARS AGO - JUNE 28, 1.950 {ENTERPRISE}

28 YEARS AGD - JUNE 27, 1973

As Farmington Township ceased to be an
entity after 146 years, auditors figured that
it would end with a $500,000 surplua. The
money would allow tho brand new City of.
F

Tho Farmington T p Board
tad tha tnwnshin ta jnin a nnrlnq'-h-p to
help bring Detroit water to the area. Plans to
buiid a 54-inch water main out to the 8 Mile
and Inkster roads area would also help serve
PR ities of Southfiold.

sevevgrseiiser:

ford Township, Livuni/n__ and tho city of Farm-

Hills to begin opcrntmns on July
2 with maoney In itr enffara,

/
2 YEARS AGO ~ JUNE 27, 1996
Farmington Hills City Cnuncil

)

maximum is $20 million), the maximum credit
is $600 for singles and $1,200 for married cou-
ples.

‘'We all know how expensive preacription
drugs are so thia allows individuals with limit-
ed income to recover some of the cost to abtain
the needed medication. However, the law is
written so that if the individual lived in a
licensed caro facility for more than six consec-
unve mouths in tho!eur the creditisnot

All care facility includes in
the definition a nursing home and a hospital
long-term care unit.

‘The logic of denying this benefit to those
who may have the greatest need escapes me.
The fund is limited to a certain dollar limit so
the cost to the state will not increase. 1 have
written to my state representative and state
senator with no success. The state senator !
didn’t even roply to my lotter. The representa-
tive suggested that I contact someone else.
Apparently there have been attempts to
amend the law but they have all been unsuc-
cessful.

When Ameritech wants legislation passed,
it drafts the bill and then buys its passage
with PAC contributions and through its mas-
sive lobbying efforts. I gueas seniors with lim-
ited means don't have the same impact on our
legislators,

Tom DeWard
Farmington Hills

'Past due for Jolicoeur

hope all voters in the Republican Primary

on Aug. 4, who are residents of District 18,
-will vote for Linda Jolicoeur for our county
.commissioner.

As a long-ti inst her, 1 -
believe it is pnst time for a new voice mpre—
senting our district, Linda brings an incredi
ble list of credentials to this position, having
served as an appointee of both Governor
Engler and County Executive L. Brooks Pat-
terson; in leadership positions with the
grent.er Dcumt and Fnrmmgtnn Chambers of

: , the area Republican party ciubs
nm:l various business associations.

Linda is a successful busineaswoman,
active in her community, and an open, ,

habl 13 tnlented candt

Ant,

She is

most worthy of your vote on Aug. 4,
Joan A. Rolick
Farmington Hills

.| Time Warner lobbyists contributing to cam-

Consumer board needed

I Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi's letter to the editor
in the June 18, 1998, Farmington Observer
titled “Cable profits sky-high,” I suggest get- -
ting a back copy and reading it, And for those
who have read it, I suggest reading it again.

I suggest this not just because of his com-
plaint about Time Warner’s rates, but because -
Mayor Vagnozzi made the important point of
how Time Warner’s rates got so high, through

paigns of members of Congress.

The point is, our state and federal politi-
cians who are supposed to represent the inter-
ests of constituents routinely betray their '
trust in order to secure campaign contribu.
tions to ensure their own personal feeding at
the public trough.

For this very reason Michigan motor vehi-
cle owners do not enjoy minimal auto repair
protection by the Burcau of Automotive Regu-
lation, The burcau cannot even levy fines

can only issue them meaningless citations
with no fines. The only way they can got

ing the facility for “voluntary compliance.”
Repair facilities laugh this off a8 a joke. The
bureau can take a facility to Lansing to
threaten its licensc, but this almost never
occurs because the bureau field investigators
carry such heavy complaint leada and do not
want to take the time to take a facility to
Lansing.

The bottom line? The repair np-omz contin.
ue. The politicians get their campaign contri-
" butions ta benefit the repair facilities, and we
have status quo. I have thoroughly investigat-
ed this matter and know wherefore I apeak. I
wish to congratulate Mayor Vagnozzi for his
idea of instituting n new Consumer Protection
Committee in Farmington Hilla, Maybe it can
do what the state won't,

Kenneth Kemp
Farmington Hill

Opinlons are to be shared: We welcome your
Ideas, as do your neighbors. That's why we
offer this space on a weekly basls for opinions
in your own words. We will help by editing for
clarity and brevity. To assure authenticity, we
ask that you sign your letter and provide a day-
time contact telephone number. No anonymous
Jatters will be published. i

The week prior to an election, this newspaper
will not publish lettérs that discuss new issues,
since last-minute attacks don't aliow a chance
for rebuttal. to already

issues will be accepted. *

Letters shouid be malied to: Editor, The Farm-
Ington Observer, 33411 Grand River, Farming-
ton, Ml 48335; faxed to 248-477-9722; or e-
malied with your name, city of residence and

phone number to dvarga®oe.homecomm.net
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in o fundamentally different woy than our btgg:r competition. They consider themsclves to be

DXRECTOR, 734

wspagers, we think alout commiunily jorriatism

voted unanimously to offer a $100,000 con-
tract to Dan Hobba, who accepted to become

Farmington Hills' new city manager,

» i

ational and then d off to cover

¢ from the stories and they

oA

cover, g in to write the unusual or
else. We ntgard otrselves a8 bolh accurate

Jjournalists and as caring citizens of the communities where we work.”

— Philip Power

{ anyone hasn't read Farmington Hills T

against repair facilities who rip us off. They ;|-

financial restitution for a rip-off victim is ask- .4

Jatgiree




