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Keen eye, action spell heroics

When something didn't look
right to Paul Cassatta, he decid-
ed:to write down a license plate
aumber,

Farmington Hills police said
he'did the right thing.

Through his simple act of tak-
ing down a plate number, police
were able to arrest two culprits
in numerous air bag thofts in the
Farmington Hills area. One thicf
inadvertently led authoritica to a
Detroit business — already being
menitored = whero they found $1
million worth of atolon auto

parts.

“I've olways tried to get
involved in whatever T sce and
try to help whenever 1 can,” said
Cassatta, who was honored with
a ‘Farmington Hills Police
Dopartmont Civilian Citation
June 10. “I guess it's the nature
of what I do: To bo observant or
try to bo observant.”

As he was pulling into Harri-
son High’a parking lot an Nov.
10, a Ford Escort stuck out. The
car wasn't in a parking spot, and
someane was waiting behind the
wheel,

Suddenly, Cassatta caught a
glimgse,of a man hunched over

and holding somothing. He ran
out from between the cars and
jumped into the waiting Escort
and sped off.

Caansatta recorded the liconso
plata number.

“Obviously, it looked kind of

woird,” aaid Cassatte, who is a
Farmington Public Schools occu-
pational therapist,

Upon further inspection, hia
suspicions were confirmed: A
window waas shattered and the
nir bag was missing.

Cussatta immediately contact-
ed the police.

With the license plate number,
Farmington Hills police tracked
the suspect to a Westland
address. Investigators contacted
Westland police, who {nformed
them that & man who lived at

the nddross was believed to be

involved in several air bag theft
cases.

An hour after tho Harrison
High break-ins, Hills polico
watched as one of the men took
the airbags to an auto parts
store in Detroit. Police made an

arrest and found several air bags *

that were traced to Hilla car bur-
glaries.
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Cassatta’s quick actions made
all the difference, police said.

“You always get tha calls two
or throe days after the fact
where you have someono saying,
'] saw someone in the bushes. 1
saw someone crouchod in the
bushes.’ You're thinking, ‘Why
didn’t they call us?” said Sgt.
Tim Swanson of the Farmington
Hills Police Department Inves-
tigative Bureau, .

““If they've got,a gut feeling
that something isn't right or just
doesn't belong, we want them ta
call us. We welcome thoso calls.”

As Cassatta found later, the
license plate number gave police
all thoy néeded. Detectives
asked him to try to identify those
involved. “T really didn't sec the
people, so I really couldn't help
out much there,” Cassatta said.

A few numbera and lotters is
enough to hone in on a perpetra-
tor, Swanson said, Armed with
only a license plate number,
Hilla police solved a murder case
o few years ago,

“Sometimes it'a difficult to get
a visual description of the indi-

vidual, but a car license plate’

helps us, It at least leads to

Clted: Paul Cassatta (left)
is congratulated by Farm-
ington Hills police Chief

Bill Dwyer.

where tho individual lives,”

Swanson said. “In this case, it .

pretty much led us to a pretty
big aperation in Dotroit.”

During the June 10 ceremony,
police Chief Bill Dwyer congratu-
lated the school district employ-
ee with a police pin and bascball
cap along with the citation. .

“It was nice to kind of get a lit-

Top member to drive free

focuscs on how to comfortably
‘afford college education costs
for your children.

The public seminar will be
feom 7-8:15 p.m. July 22 and
23 at Nino Mile and Haggerty
in Farmington Hills. Reserva-
tions .are roquired. Call Scott
Woodward at 888-311-0831.

‘Stand By Me' - ° )

McCabe Funeral Home of
Farmingt ills is 1 hil
*Stand By Me," a charity drive
tb assist the Farmington Good-

. fellows in their ongoing effort
to collect necessary houschold
items for needy families.

ITtems such as non-perishablo
or canned foods, cleaning prod-
ucta such as laundry detergent,
floor, window and carpet clean-
ers, personal care items such
as shampoo, soap, toothpaste
and deodorant, and children's
items such as diapers and baby

Farmington
Hills-based
Weight Watch-
ers Group Inc.
and Buick have
sclected Mary
Ellen Fernan-

. dez of Dear-
born as their
“Member of the
Year”

She was

lected based

on her cssay answering the
question: “How has Weight

Watchera changed my life?”
For her effort, Fernandez

was awarded s two-year lease
on o spgeinl edition 25th

Anniversary Buick Regal at

Bill Cook Buick in Farmington

Hills, The presentation was

mado by Roger Adams, Buick

Rogal branch manager and

Florino Mark, president and

CEO of the Weight Watchers

Group, Inc. wipes will bo necepted.
. . The community is invited to
Financing college drop off donations between 8

“Funding Your Child's Col-
lege Education” will be a free
i presented by A.G.

a.m. and 9 p.m. at McCabe
Funeral Home in Farmington
Hills or Canton, now through

tle bit moro infc tion as to

what it led to,” Casentta said,
“and to know it helped.”

Edwards & Sons, Inc. which Thanksgiving.

Hills to honor

Bi I'thday from page 41

ore the musical providers,
Dancers need not worry about
rousting up a hootenanny of a
tummy ache with the after din-
ner aerobics,
*“He (caller Jim Tait) starts you
off kind of slow,” said Sherrie
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S rt, who is izing the
Botsford dance. “He provides
instructions at firat, I'vo danced
with him before. It’s a Jot of fun.”

Iversen Bakery is donating
25th anniversary cake while
Fresh Approach is providing

table d : Botsford pro-

longtime residents
Farmington Hills offictals will

who have lived in the

prictor Creon Smith {s providing
use of the coach house at tho his-
toric inn where automaker
Henry Ford held many a cele-
brated square-dance.

History will also be the theme
of Saturday’s ovents at Heritage
Park’s picnic aren.

Former Hills mayor and histo~
rian Jean Fox will be the
keynote speaker at the ceremo-
ny, which honors history contest
winners, centenarians and those

honor 26 longtime residents of
the city — and the township
before 1873 ~ during its 26th
birthday celobration in Heritage
Park Saturday. .

Those honored and their num-
ber of years as residenta include:
Leon Marsh, 84 years; Dorothy
(Lahe) Bracken, 79 years; Bob
Weshin, 79 years; Kay Briggs, 78
years, Clinton Sprics, 77 years,
Florence Spries, 756 years;
Howard Legg, 75 years; Carolino
Pascke, 74 years; Gurneth
Smith, 73 years; John Murphy,

city the longest. The ceremony
runs noon to 1 p.m.

Pomp and ceremony will give
way to pony rides and other
interactive displays of Farming-
ton Hillg’ rural past at ncarby
Spicer House, Exhibits include
model cars, rope making, histori-
cal photos and farm equipment.

A musicial highlight will be
the Farmington Area Philhar-
monic Orchestra performing at
3:30 p.m. in the park.

On Sunday, Hills officials will

Furniture!
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dedi the ground-breaking of *
what will be Memorial Park on
the southwest corner of 11 Mile
and Middlebelt. The land, which

- Hospice of Michigan donated to
the city, will be a quiet nature
area for people to reflect,

68 years; Leola Cairns, 68 years;
Evelyn Lee, 68 years; Marian
Wik, 66 years; Glenn Griffin, 64
years; Catherine Byrne, 62
years; Anthony Ferrante, 62
years, Beth Graham, 62 years;
fnrl;dl-‘{nrircl], 61 years, Mary
N 81 years, Norma
With everything outdoors, K:fl olvin, s |
. ly, 60 years; Clara Knight, 60
weather ia always 8 worry. Eatly  ooors; Vincent D'Ambrosio, 66

™8 years; Mary DiPonio, 58 years;

Bea some of our workt
net

Tyour child was Immunized al a Botsford General Hospital
fadllity or physictan offce 25 of January 1, 1994, or has ever
been 2 member of the Botsford Clinic Plan, please read this
natice. We will be forwarding yout child's Immunization vecord
10 the Michigan Childhood tmmunization Registry (MCIR} to be
-added to thelr database. This will allow your child‘s Immuntzation
rocord to be accessed anywhere medical services are sought. If
you d fot want your chikd's record ta be sent to MCIR, please
send notlfication In writing by July 31, 1988 to

the address below.
Barsrord Gerausas

Hosrma
Attn; Botsford Clinle System-MCIR
28050 Grand Rives Avenue
Farmington Hills, M1 48336

ils:

e
Dotwaen Valstesd and Haggerty Roads'

ront o4ho Coppes Creck

27925 Golf Pointe Boulevard, Farmington Hills
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ing or replaci for this
Services Include:

kend. “We're going to
have to work with it,” said Sher-
rie Stowart. Rain dolay date is
Sunday, Juno 28.

Alta Davis, 56 years; and Wayne
Eichler, 68 years.

Prior to that, Mayor Aldo
Vagnozzi and Councilwoman
Nancy Bates will present aw:
to Pat Pacittf, 105 years old; and
Albert O'Connor Sr., 103; in a
ceremony at American House.
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In my family, learning
is everything, .
Books don’t just entighten. They empowen

Our children are gm\vlnig upk gthis. A
ood education is one of the most imporiant ~4
\ings we can give them. And we will, with P
the help of US. Savings Bonds. - - T fe
Ask your employer or banker about
savi wz'lixJ &S. Savings Bonds., & SW@
rall the right reasons. NAmenca
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