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bell. He referred to a similar situation when
Kroger closed down ita Grand River-Halsted
store, but continucd paying rent and keeping .
out any possible food atore competitors.

Concurring wns Bill Hartsock, “We're wor-
ried about the posaibility of them (Farmer
Jick) holding the lease, you collecting the
rent and us holding the bag.™

‘D elt more i d
than answered during the mecting. But ho
emphasized one key problem. The lease is
controlled by the Greater Atlantic & Pacific
Ten Company (Farmer Jack's parent compa-
13)73 and not by the shopping center landlord.
. Even if Kimco were to gain possession of
the space on Sunday, one day after the atore
18 ta close, “It's going to be dark for a while,”
said Descenzo, who noted that manngemont
for tho store hasn't officially informed Kimco
about its intentions,

Meanwhile, a big sign in the Farmer Jack
front window, announcing the: forthcoming
closure, went up on Monday, It was tho first
time the stare made any attempt to publicly
corroberate what employees have been eay-
ing for weeks — that the store was closing
June 27,

The store lease, said Descenzo during the
meeting, expires Sept. 30, 2001. It is conceiv-
able that A&P/Farmer Jack could continue
poying monthly rent, with the space remain-

.ing vacant, unti! then. Farmer Jack runs a

larger store in the Crosaroads Shopping Cen-

.ter, at Nine Mile-Farmington.

rPescenzo stressed that Kimco, and Bloom-
field Hills-based broker Eric Olson, will do
whatever they can to get the answera the
Farmingten community fervently wants to
hear. A petition with more than 800 signa-
tures recently was sent to Kimco's offices.
Several residents who spearheaded that

cffort were at Mon-
dny’s meeting.

*I know Kimco has
enjoyed a leng and
wonderful relation-
ship with the city of
Farmington,” said
Descenzo, o 14-year
veteran of the shop-
ping center business
who joined Kimco in
March. “... Not many
communities take an
interest in thoir com-
munities like you
guys do and I think
it's very commond-
able”

To that end,
Campbell roiterated
that the council is
“going to protect the
community from
having a vacant
store.”

“We don’t want that either,” Descenzo
aaid. “We're all chesing the same rainbow,
We all want what's best for the community.” .

Several residents, after the session, sound-
ed disappointed that they didn't hear too
much that was definitive.

“I'm concerned that it's going to take n
long time to get resolved and in the interim
wo're going to get a store with darkened win-

Meeting of the minds: Frank Descenzo, director of I g
at Cleveland-based Kimco Realty Corp., explains what
he knows about the future of the Farmer Jack store in
downtown Farmington, as Farmington Mayor Magf
Bush, at left,.and other council members met Monday.
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Parent Susan Justice of Farm-
ington Hills was at the session
with 6-ycar-old son, Robert, and
G-year-ald daughter, Rachel.

“They spend hours trying to
figure out how to draw and they
haven't yet been to an art class,”
Justice said. “They both love to

And the popular subject mat-
ter ia really a no brainer.

“Dinosnurs are so magical,”
added McCandless, who teaches
at University-Liggett School,
“They're cool, awesome forms.™; -

draw and they love d
And we've always enjoyed the
library programs.”

Before the session, McCand-
less was busy setting up her
enscl and putting shects of paper
on the rows of long tablea,

“It's a fun activity,” she

Susan DesMaraia said the landlord and
tenant have “been benting around the bush
too damned much, We're all resideats who
aro sick and tired of this.”

She said having a neighborhood grocer
close to Farmi in i ive,
not just for senior citizens, either,

* T have opilepsy,” DesMarais said. “I can’t
drive. I don't know how I'm going to get to
and from the grocery store.”

Farmi -

dows,” said Annalee Morrison, Farmington
resident, *I find it amazing that the owner of
the building seems to have no control,

“We had a lot of questions for him and he
didn't have answers. When.can we expect a
go]lowq.\p from him? I felt brushed off a little

it,”

City M. Bill
Richards, on Tuesday, said the likelihood of
the Farmer Jack closing for an extended
period comes at an unfortunate time for the
Downtown Farmington Center, only recently
refurbished by Kimce.
*It takes the shine off that,” Richards said.

No roaming or Jong distance charges
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Life. Liberty. And the pursuit
of a simple, affordable wireless plan.

Introducing AT&T Digital One Rate.
It's here. ATAT Digital One Rate. Fifty states. One rate.
Never a roaming or long distance charge throughout the
U.S. So every call Is like a local call. And with rates as low
as |I¢ a minute, this could make your wireless phone your
only phone. AT&T Wireless Services

PHONES BY NOICIA

+All new Nokla 6160 only from ATAT,

+Up to 200 hours standby battery life.

« Digital PCS features including ATAT VolcaMall,

Rvo erviibie 7o exnong AT Wirsless oo ATAT Caller 1D and Text Messaging.
In addition to ATAT Digital One Rate” wa alio hava ather plant starting a3 low as $24.99 a month.

1 800-IMAGINE’

wwwatt.com/wireless/

.. " AT8Y Stores .
Your source for all
ATAT services.
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explained. “The whole idea
behind drawing lex things
is to break them down into basic
shapes. You can draw just about
anything as long sa you recog-
nizo the basic shapes that under-
lic the more complex forms.”

Handicapped parking for fest set

Salem United Church of
Christ on Oakland Avenue in
downtown Farmington will once
again offer free parking to handi-
capped persons during the Farm-
ington Founders Festival, July
5-12,

On'the schedule S
U i T doys arc Ter-
" activities include the folz

lowing: s
& “Science Fun,” 2 p.m. Juns
30, Farmington Hilla branch, <=7
M “Kids Day,” noon-b p.m. Ji
7, in Shinwnssce Park. N
W “Birds of Prey,” noon, 1 ang-
2 p.m. July 14, in the Farming-:
ton Hills branch.

For more information, call: the
Farmington branch at (248) 4747
7770; the Farmington Hills,
branck, (248) 553-0300.

The entire 40-apace lot is:
reserved for the handicapped..
Drivers are required to be trans-.
porting onc or more handicapped;
people and display an official;
jdentifieation card from the:
Michignn Secretary of State. .

MUSEUM® SAPPHIRE

A futuristic (nterpretation of
a legendary design. The flat,
sceatch-resistant sapphire
coystat lies Nush oo the case,
giving the gold dot a mysteri»
ous floating quality. Crafted
of black finish salid stainless
sieel. Swihss quartz precise.
Water resistant to 99 feet.
His o hers.

Creatoas Of Finz Jewruay Siwce 1925
528 N. Old Woodward, Birmingham, Mi
4 Blks. North of Maple
(248) 642:2650
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Fun Filled Weekend
Events at

e @lde World
ey ganterbury Willage

June 27 & 28 Sat. & Sun.

RHYTHM & BLUES

Live Rhythm & Blues Music JJ"

Food & Beer Tent both days
Sat, 10-7pm & Sun . 1-6 pm =

Sun. 12-3pm CRAZY BONES TRUCK
Learn to play! FREE Qive-aways » Collect them alll

July 4 & 5 Sat. & Sun,

SCOTTISH DAYS

Don't miss this popular fun filled weekend :

featuring performances
by the St. Andrews Honor Guard -
St. Andrews Pipe Band - Highland Dancers :
Red Thistle Band :
Traditional Scottish Food & Beer Tent :

Sat. 1-7  Sun. 1-6

Sat. July 11th :
Cherished Teddies Event at Always Christmas 2
July 11 & 12 Sat. & Sun. b

i

ol
QUIIY/  Dance & Enjoy Polish Music along with
W} traditional Polish Food in the Beer Tent

Sat. 17 -Sun 16
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