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The freedom of n California mother jailed in rela-
tion to n drug case in Troy could hinge on the avail-
ability of her 14-year-old daughter, according to an
QOokland County circuit judge. *

Judgo Rudy J. Nichols Wedncaday postponed a
decision on granting bond for Mindy R. Brass until
it can be determined if her daughter can be brought
to.Michigan pending her mother's now trinl on
chiarges of cocaine trafficking. .

Prass was arrcated after two men attompted to
e}l n kilo of cocaine to two und i

{Mom’s release depends on daughter

Nichols said Brass would be a better candidate
for bond il her daughter — Erika, now in a foster
home in California — was in Michigan because the

. mother have Jess incentive to leave the state and be

mare likely to appear for her new trinl on Nov. 2,
“The judge made it cleur he has not made up his
mind on granting her bond,” said Oaklnnd assis-
tant prosccutor Beth M. Hand, who has asked for a
cash bond of $260,000. But the judge also made it
clenr he would consider bond if ber daughter ia in

officers at a motel in Troy in 1991, The men impli-
cated Bruss, who was subsequently found guilty of
attempting to scll more than 650 grama of cocaine
arld sentenced to life in prison with no chance of
pirole under Michigan's drug-lifer law.

Earlior this month, Nichols ordered o new trial
fo} Brass because her defense attorney did not have
access to a document that called into question the
eredibility of the maoin prosecution witness, William
R. Loflet — one of the two men arrested in Troy.

Wednesday's hearing was on a motion from attor-
" ney Marguerite A. Hanes, who asked that Brass
released from the Scott’ Correctional Facility on
personul bond pending the new trial. Her client is
not violent, the attorney noted, and she has com-
pleted a drug program in prison.

h she said.

Brass would not be'able to post a cash bond, said
her attorney. “She has been in prison for seven
years and is totally indigent, dependent on the good
will of some Oakland County residents,” said
Hones. |

Those residents aro members of the “Justico for
Mindy Committeo™ that has been working to get
Brass relensed from prison, They have also been
working to get her a heart transplant to replace tho
one seriously damaged when Brass suffered a heart
attack in prison,

Following the judge’s ruling, onc member of that
committee — Sam Gross of Beverly Hilla — said ho
and his wife Vicki would be willing to take custody
of Erika Brass until her mother’s trial, providing

OAKLAND DIGEST

Ouakland Digest provides a sum-
mary of headline storics from
around the county during the
week leading up to June 25.

BIRMINGHAM
Roped in?: Roeper School is meet-
ing resistonce to its plans to
cxpand the upper school building,
on Adams Rend, north of Maple.
The private school plans to double
its parking space and ndd an
assembly hall and phyaical educa-
tion building, but nearby ncigh-
bors nre concerned about the size
and scoepo of the project,
CLARKSTON

In the workforee: Four autiatic
adults, who last year became the
Clarkston Community Schools’
first to graduate with general
education students, huve now
entered the workforce. After
gradunting last apring, the stu-
dents have worked at a varicty of
local businesses. At least one has
also enrolled in classes at Oak-
land Community College.

FARMINQTON HILLS

Brown out: Residents gave
Detroit Edison representatives an
carful over periodic summertime
power outages in their southwest
Farmi: Hills nei hood:

been losing money for years., v

LAKE ORION ~
Greundhoy's dny: An observant
motorist nnd veterinorians at
North Quks Animal Hospital
snved an injured groundhog last . -
week. Motorist Katie Coffman

Residents of one subdivision
reported 26 outnges over the past
2 12 years, Edison blamed the
problem on o fuulty circuit.
KEEGO HARBOR

Last picturc show: Keego Twin
Cinemas, one of the last of the
area’s independently-run movie
houscs, is scheduled for demoli-
tion within 90 days to make way
for n Rite Aid Drug Store. The
theater dates back to the 19408
and had been considered a local
historic site, but reportedly hod

anw the g dhog as it was
struggling to cross Orion Road.
She stopped, wrapped the bleed- .
ing unimal in  T-shirt, then
drove it to the hospital. Veterinar-
ions determined the animal had
suffered internal injurics and .
dnmage to its mouth and mn eye, o
all of which were corrected vis
surgery. The groundhog, named
Noah John = an ncronym for the
hospital, coupled with the name * |
of on employec's husband — will
eventunily be relensed to a local

farm for additional healing.
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Choose from over 500 siyles of men’s, women's
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HURRY IN FOR
BEST SELECTION!

Look for the savings tags
throughout the
shioe depuartment!
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number of styles per store.
electton varies by store.
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