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They’re everywhere

;OUpolice use personal touch to cut cr

« One of the darkest days for
public safety at Oakland Univer-
sity was March 4, 1896, when a
mathematics professor was beat-
en scnseleas and left for dead.
- So when a press relcasc touts
16 percent reduction in erime
st QU, perhaps the most logical
question is this: Is the reduction
in erim& linked to changes initi-
uted after that asaault? :
. Surprisingly, the answer is
“Not really,” from Lt. Mel Gilroy,
commanding officer of the 18-
member campus police depart-
ment,
. The assault on Stuart Wang in
O'Dowd Hall waa a painful expe-
rience for Gilroy. Not only did it
jar tho campus community and
focus public attention on safety
at OU, the i)
jcs prafeasor was a personal
acquaintanco of Gilroy's.
. But after double chocking
department policica and protocol,
“we realized there wasn't much
we could have done to prevent
it,” anid Gilroy.
. Good palice work lead to the
capture of Wang's assailants
who were sub tly icted

- mnde $7 per hour.

@ ‘You soe them (cam-
pus police) every- :
where...it gives me a
sense of well-being.’
John Kelly

— assistant professor

§.
Q

to do routine chores like check-

ing doors and escorting coeds
after hours.

“Most of what we do is rou-
tine,” said Nicholas Kroll, a
junior from Ortonville majoring
in criminal justice. He's one of
nine radio-carrying student
cadets who provided additional
eyes and cars for the department
last year,

“But it's tho best paying jobs
on campus,” said Kroll, who

Technology helps

Technalogy — or as Gilroy
describes it "

P

ers and more computers™ —is an

important part of OU campus
tv. Di Mg

of attempted murder. But good
police work could not have pre-
vented the crime, said Gilroy.

. “No environment is totally frec
of danger,” said Gilroy. “That's
onc of the problema we have on
campus - convincing peaple to ba
carcful, to take common sensc
precautions,”

The onc change Gilroy said is
direetly related to the assault is
the inatnllation of pay tele-
phones with a 811 button that
instantancously links the caller

. to.the police dispatcher. Other

than that, the department proce-
dures remain pretty much in
tact. '

Keeping to procedures
With those procedures, Gilroy

said, it’s not surprising that

crime at OU was down by 16

_ percent as reparted lost month,

But while Gilroy was happy
with that report, he was also

- “a'mong the first to note that

crimo statistics are not neceasar-
ily the most reliable indicatora,
“They can go up or down with no

-, upparent rhyme or reason,” he

snid, “If you get n thief living in

. one of the dorms, for example,

reports of stolen property can
shkyrocket.”

-.. . When reporters and othera ask
.. about atatistics, Gilroy turns to

the ateps his department has
.implemented over the yoars
independently of tho Wang

. ,assault.

It made scnse, for exampls, to
put some patrol officers on bicy-
cles. Cops on bikes are fastor
and more mobile than their
counterparts in squad cars. “And
they're everywhere,” said Gilroy.

It made sense to free up patrol

. “officers by hiring student cadets

When OU eampus police com-
mander Melvin Gilroy camo to
Qakland University in 1968, the
: was a stu-
desit major-
ing in Chi-
nesc histo-

The cam-
us — thon
with about
7,000 atu-
dents
waa under-
going sqme-
thing af a
crime wave.
“The'ra
were n lot of
thefts,” he said. “and stme
unrest.”

“Gliroy

for oxam-
ple, have a computerized closed-
circuit tolovision system that
enables them to aurvey many
parts of the mile-square campus.

“If wo soe something suspi-
cious in a building or a parking
lot,” snid Sgt. Richard “Tomezak,
“we can zoom in and, if neces-
pary, dispatch a squad car. The
syatem enables us to videotape
an incident (useful evidence in
court) and to provide the
reaponding officer with updated
information.”

Asked to summarize the
department’s core philasaphy,
Gilroy didn't hesitate. He quick-
1y responded, “We do community
policing better than most com-
munities,” :

Blke man on campus; Oakland University patrol officer
Terry Ross makes his way on bicycle around class-
rooms and dorms. Video surveillance, bike patrols and
emergency phones are considered factors in a decrease

in campus crime.

OU police, for le, repre-.
sent authority, he said. “But we
also encourage students, faculty
and administrators to laok on
our officers as people who are

-genuinely concerned about their

welfare,”

This fall, for example, officers
will offer a class on the preven-
tion of sexual assaults, Students
with a casual interest will be
reminded of basic precautions —
such as the “buddy system,” or
going places in pairs. Students
who are more concerned can
take hands-on self defense clnss-

.£8.

“We're thero,” Gilroy said. *We
want students, the faculty and’
everybody else (including would-
be robbers and rapists) to know
that we're gll aver the place.”

That police presence is reas-
suring, said assistant profesgor
John Kelly, who teaches political/

. seience. “You see them (policé

officers) everywhere. I ofteh
work late, and it gives me a
sense of well-being. I imagine it's
the same for students.” '

Gilroy, then a student dis- -
patcher, remombers being the
14th person on the all-male
department when he waa hired
and sent to the police academy.
*It was n big career change,” he
said, but one that lead to'a ful-
filling career.

QU ia biggor now — with
almost 15,000 students expected
this fall. Gilroy is currently the
commanding officer of the OU
polico department that currently
has 18 officers, including four
women.

The nowsat hires are Ellen
Kord, a former atate trooper
from Alaska, and Troy Scott, for-
merly of Brownstown Township
in downriver Dotroit.

Gilroy and his wife Jennifer —

OAKLAND

Keeping an oye on things: Officer David Birkholz checks
the dideo screens to make sure the campus is safe.

who works on campus — live in
Rochester Hills with their three
children. A daughter attends OU
part time and the couple's twins,
graduating from Rochester
Adams High School, expect to
cnroll this fall, ho said, |
Gilroy has supplemented his

OU courses with a number of -

specialized law enforcoment
courses such as the FBI leader-
ship conference in Chicago. One
course on fraud and financial
crimes offered by the trensury
department was extremely help-

_ful when campus police handled

the case of an OU employee who
embezzled more than $40,000.
‘The time he invested studying
Chinese was helpful in 1286,
Gilroy said, when he in the con-

:Commander began campus career as student

tingent of law enforcement offi-
cers invited to mainland China
as_part of the People to People
Program.

“We were guests of the Min-
istry for Public Sceurity,” Gilroy,
“and we were treated like diplo-
mats. We stayed in the same
hatel where (President Richard)
Nixon and (Sccketary of State
Henry) Kissinger stayed” during
the president’s historic visit.

Gilroy had a return trip to
mainland China in 1986, and he
oxpecta to go again next yenr —
this time focusing on potentinl
trade relations.

He's part of an OU contingent
working with county officials to
promote international trade.

JOURNAL

Oakland Journal iz a roundup of .

Oakiand County news and notes
collected from government,
schoal, civic, community and
neighborhood sources. Please
write: Qakland Journal, clo
Qakland County editor, Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers, 805 E.
Maple, Birmingham, MI 48009,
Our fax number is (248) 644-
1314,

QOLF OUTING

Reservations are boing accepted
reugh July 11 for tho 5th

annual Judaon C for

entry feo is $100 per person; $566
for golf only. The Judson Center
sorves children and families in
need. To register, or for more
information, call (810) 296-6160.

NATURE WALKS N

Tho Southeast Michigan Group
Sierra Club has scheduled

nature walk for Sunday, June

28 at Huron Meadows, There is

o park ontranco feo and a $1 trip
fea for the ovent. For move Infor. ~
mation, call (810) 294-7789.

MATH CAMP -
R ore being ted

7 Carpet Golf Outing on Saturday,
July 26 at Fern Hill Country -~
Club, Clinton Township. The

“

for Oakland University’s freo
mathematics camp for gifted pre-
college studenta, The 1898 Sum.-

mer Mathematics Institute
meets Juns 29 to Aug. 7. Stu-
denta can earn college credit for
tho program. Classes are taught
by full-time OU faculty mem-
bers. To register, or for addition-
alinformation, call program co-
director Marc Lipman at (248)
3703430, Students can alao
inquire about the program by fax
nt (248) 370-{184 or by c-mail at
lipman@oakland.edu.

HABITAY FOR HUMANITY

Oakland County 4-H Clubs arc
Jjoining with Habitat for Human-
ity to raiso maney to construct
houses in the Pontiac area. 4-H
youngsters will build Lego hous-
s to call attention to the Habi-
- f

tat for Humanity prugram. They
seek sponsars te help them
nequire Lego materials, For
additional information, call (248)
858-0889.

AH SUMMER

Registration haa begun for sum-
mer 4H programs offered
through the Michigan State Uni-
versity Extension, Programs are
designed for students from
proschool thrcugh fifth grade.
‘They will meet June to August.
Program offerings range from
dinosaurs to Native American
languages to ngriculture and sci-
ence. For more information, call
the Oakland County4H office,
(248) 858-0889.
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NEWS & NOTES
FROM SMART

Hey Students, Ride SMART All
Summer Long For Only $30!

Pick up a SMART Youth Summer
Pass and get three whole months
of bus rides for only $30. At that
price, the SMART Youth Summer
Pass can save you over $60 on your
summer bus fare, That's $60 in
your pocket. Plus, you can travel anywhere in the tri-county
area without ever needing exact change. To get your SMART
Youth Summer Pass, just ask your school counselor for an
order form, or call SMART at (313) 962-5515. Valid only ™~
for youths aged 6-18, SMART buses only. For the months
of June, July and August. Sales start week of May 18th,

Everyone’s
A Winner
With TransitChek®!

SMART's TransitChek® program benefits
everyone. It saves emplayees on gas, parking
and car repairs, while helping employers
o save on taxes and improve productivity.
Here's how it works:
- Employers purchase TransitChek® vouchers in $20 or $30
d inations for their employees. ’

- Employees use the vouchers to purchase monthly bus
passes or one-way trip tickets,

- Employees get to keep more of their income in their
pocket, helping boost their morale and job performance.

- Employers can claim the TransitChek® costs as a tax
deduction.

If you're an employer, call (313) 962-5515. Or, if you're
an employee, call us and we'll send a TransitChek® packet
to your employer right away.

It Pays To Join The  QMART
SMART Savers Club! SAVERS
‘Want to save money on your monthly bus

fare? Just pick up the phone and join the

CLUB
SMART Savers Club: L

Adults - Save over $20 on your monthly bus fare with your
SMARTCard.

Seniors and Riders with Disabilities - Can save up to $15 on
their monthly fare with their SMA_RTCnrd.

Get A Regional Pass And Save!

‘When you order a Regional Pass, you'll not only save
money on your SMART bus fare, but also on D-DOT bus
fares. For o Regional Pass or Monthly SMARTCard, just
call (313) 962-5515 and we'H send you an order form.

MAL.

Mobility Authority for Reglonal Transportat

More Routes. Record Ridershiﬁ.
And So Many Reasons to Ride!

SMART’ on a Roll.
(313) 962-5515

RIDE




