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Pmpnsed changes in Michi-
gon's controversial “drug lifer
law" — approved last week in
the House of Representatives —
could face tough sledding in the

stato Senato,

according to
two Ookland

County legis-

lators famil-

inr with the
legiclation.
“I'm hoping
for a little
time ‘to
advise sena-
tors about
what it
means  and
what it does,”
uﬁ'II'Stulv Rep. Barbara Dobb,
R:C6mmerce Township. “I want
thetti to renlize this bill is not
gofton drugs.”

The bill approved overwhelm-
ingly in the House Wednesday
would enable defendants convict-
ed under the so-called “drug lifer
law” to be cligible for parole

after 16

years, pro-

viding they
had not sold
narcotica to
children or
within a
achool zone.
As enacted
in 19878, the
drug lifer law

requires a

mandatory
sentence, with
no chance of
parale, for nnyone convicted of
delivering or possessing with
intent to deliver 650 or morce
grams of cocaine or heroin.

Bouchard
has reservations

According to the Michigan
Department of Corrections, 247
people have been sentenced
under the law as of Jan. 1. About
30 pereent of that toml or 73

critical of the drug lifer law,

But Breck also added a note of
caution. *It might be too carly to
cclcbrate,” he said Friday.

State  Sen. ):H:hnel dJ.

h saoi

people, were d in Oak-
land County.

‘The drug lifer Jaw has been
criticized over the years by a
number of critics like Birming-
ham attorney Martin Reisig, o
former U.S. attoriiey who has
been working to change it for
almost a decade.

*A Iot of legislators have want-
ed to chango the law aver the
years,” said Reisig. “But Dobb
\as able to get it through the
house.”

Oakland Circuit Judge David
F. Breck said he was pleased
with the legislation. *It's what
we have been fighting for,” said
the judge, who has been highly

Bouchard, R-Bir
he has some concerns about the
bill pushed by Dobb and passed
by & vote of 77-26. “I have some
real concerns about changing the
law. And I will have to take
close look at it,”

His colleagues in the Senate
arc also likely to take a closo
look at the bill, said Bouch

State’s ‘drug lifer law’ could be revised

why she snid she wants time to
talk with ecnators to make sure
they understand the bill and its
ramifications. “This is not a get-
out-of-jail card,” she said.

Dobb and other critics contend
the original law does not serve
its intended purpose — to punish
drug kingpins. She and other
critica — including former Gov.
William G. Milliken who signed
d:o legislntlon —_ insist 100 many

Original
advocate
says change
is needed

The chief of the Formington:
Hills Police Department — who
worked for passage of Michigan's ..
mnuwemnl “drug lifer law” two: |

were caught up hy tho law and

des ago — eaid he has no-!
prablcm with parolo for lnmn .
ealers. .

The legislature has seemed to be
close to changing the law in the
past, he said, only to seo discus-
gions dismtegrnw becauso law
makers thought the changes
were too liberal or not liboral
enough.

Dobb acknowledged the bill
neceds to be understood, That's

y life in
prison by judges who had no dis-
cretion.

“We can still get kingpins,”
insisted Dobb. “But with these
changes, people who were mules
{couriers) or had limited iavolve-
ment could be eligible for parole
after 156 ycars, And then parole
ia not automatic.”

*I'd haove a problem with!
parole for big dealers or people’:
with several arrests,” said chief;:
William Dwyer. “But ] have no
problem with pnrclo for people-;
who were not major dealers after:;
they've served a sufficiont):
amount of time. And I'd say G“
years is sufficient.” .

Dwyer talked about his rols & in
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the law Friday as the
legislature was considering
chenging the law — the only
modification eince the law was;,
cnacted in the full of 1878, o

Dwyer was a consultant to the
Michigan legislature in the mi
708 when lnw makers ‘were con-r
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Presented by the Livonia Chamber of Commerce
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The first step in your Steps to Greatness is designed to excite,
enhance, and educate you and your staff

HKintegrity i Sales

Foaturing Natoaal
Speaker and Author

—TOPICS—
How to Build Endless Referrals
o Qualify a Prospect
*Winnlng Without intimidation

new I
to deal with whut they consid-;>
cred to be a drastic increase m-
narcotics related crime.

He accompanied groupa of leg.
islators, for example, when the;
went to New York to talk with

that state’s tough antidrug laws;
that Michigan wea considering::
emulating. At the time, Dwyer.:

was head of the narcotics unit of’}

the Detroit Police Department.
Dwyer said he atill feel
atrongly about the ravages o!
drugs and the people who sel
them. But even people who dealt:d
with 660 grams or more of;
cocaine should be considered for:}
parole providing they have no!
further involvement, he said. o
Part of the motivation for
enacting the drug lifer law, he
anid, wns the sentencing
nnposad by some Judgel on
defendants convicted of traffick-
ing in narcotics. “Some judge
were slapping convicted drug
dealers on the wrist and setting
;them free,” he said, “it (the
“courta) were o molvmz door.”
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Bob Burg

Million Doltar Round Table Speaket
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