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Pumped up: A husband

and wife are the driving
force behind Botsford
Hospital’s new cardiac
center./B1 .

AR A
Softball all-stars: Six girls
from Farmington schools
— the largest
representative of any
community — are :
members of the 1998 All-
Observer softball
team./C1

Undefeated: Farmington
Post 346 just keeps
winning American Legion
baseball games and 1as
12-0 following a mercy-
rule victory Monday./C1

Musle: Lori Amey and
R&B/ blues singer Thor-
netta Davis open Lilith
Fair shows July 6-8, at

Pine Knob./E1
At Home/D Movles/E6
Autos/i2 Obituaries/AB
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City offices closed Friday

Farmington and Farmington Hills city
offices are closed Friday, July 3, in honor of
the Fourth of July. However, trash pick-uo
is not nffected by the holiday. Se, get thuse
bags, barrels and containers out at tive
usual time.

Hookbound beings and library patrons
should also note that bath branches of the
gnrmingtnn Public Library are closed Fri-

_dny,

[
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Drop box open
Through July 31, the Farmingten Arca
Jaycees will have a drop box availuble for
donntions to the Ronrld McDonald Houso,
which provides support and ledging for
familics of children experiencing serious ill-
ness and injury. Boxes aro in both Farm-.
ington and Farmington Hills city halls.
People may donate paper products,
soaps, coffee creamer, tissue, sugar, paper
towels, toilet paper, paper napking, bleach,
botteries and games, Cail Sheila Willinms
at {313) 859-0072 for informatiun.
Doady far Faundors

Fact

Look in this Sunday's Farmington
Observer fur your guida to the Farmington
Founders Featival,

The specinl insert will help guide visitors
to the week's worth of events, July 5-12.
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“Let's do it ngainl” ¢

That scemed to be the consensus
among Farmington Hills community
lenders following the gala three-day
colebration the city gave itself June
26.28 to mark the 25th anniversary
of its estoblishment, > |

“It's not just that the fireworks
wers well-done,” snid City Mannger
Dan Hobba, *It was the ‘community
fecl’ of the weekend.

* “That's something that Farming-
tan Hills prides itself on and defi-
nitely will want to build on it.

“Singing, dancing, firoworks ...
I'm sure we're going to be talking
about that.”

Overenat skics and a thundering
rain shower onc hour into the dny
kept away some people, added co-
chnirman Jeff Stewart. “We could
have handled three or four times the
crowd.”

Watts, 3%, chases
as Vera Williams blows bubbles
before the fireworks Saturday.
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A real blast: Umbrellas helped keep the raindrops away ever-as the ni)
crowds of sky-watchers for the Farmington Hi
Founders Sports Parl: on Eight Mile Road. It was the fi

Is 25th Anniversary e
st city fireworks show in many years.

ht lighted up fo:r
ition of fireworks at
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Loaded to fire: Bob H.

“1812 Overture” on Saturday.

einrich

¢ft) reloads a cannon
while Curt Nixon fires one during the Farmington
Areq Philharmonic Orchestra performance of the

ixon’s sister; Karen,

directs the orchestra; Heinrich serves on its board.

Encore!

But the event itself “camo off real
well,” he said. “I'd do it the same
ngnin”

“In fact, I'm trying to line Bob
Seger up for the 50th anniveraary,”
Stewart said, tongue-in-cheek. “He'd
be about 75 then, and that's appro-
priate.”

In all scriousness, he said it was
the promise of tho massive fireworks
show Saturday night — which drew
nbout 2,000 cheering, horn-honking
celebrants — that helped induce him
and his wife, Sherrie, who erganized
Friday night's opening hoedown, to
take on their duties,

“P've thought for a long time wa
should have fireworka every year,”
he said, recalling the digplays of
years back at Cakland Community
College’s Orchard Ridge Campus,

He snid he would like to explore
the possibility of jeining with the

Fireworks show gets sky-high reviews

e —————————————
Please see rejatad story and phe-
tos, Page A7

City of Farmington Founders Day
organization in perhaps co-sponsor-
ing on annual fireworks and concert.

The catimated $20,000 weekend
celebration, which drew a lot of
sponsorship donations, cost the city
between $10,000-$15,000, according
to Habbs.

The big celcbration, which incor-
pornted the history of the Hills’
growth from farming community to
modern, high-tech city, vanged from
a Friday night country hoedown to
rural history exhibits from the Hills’
past on Saturday, huge fireworks
displny Saturday night and a laok to
the future Sunday with dedication of
a new city park.

Plcusc sce FIREWORKS, A2

contest
poops
out"

8 Kids Day at the Founders
Festival won’t be the same
next week. After a 30-year -
run, the pet show has been
dropped due to an e
“embarrassing” lack of .
interest. R

At the annua! Kids Doy in the Park
pet show, no owner could ever get their
nnimal to apell apathy. Thoy didn't
have to: In recent years, participants
did it themselves.

Which is why Plaza Veterinary Hos-
pital’s Dr, Jahn Richardson decided to
shut down the eontest. This year's Kids
Day in Park on Tucsday, July 7, will be
minus tail-wagging pooches and finicky
felines. e

Last year’s event in Shiswassee Park
only drew 34 participants, which is a
far cry from the 240 who registered for
the first one in 1968.

“It was really embarrassing to sec
_kids get on stage and you could tell
that they had not done any prepara-

. tion," said Rizhardson, who sold his
veterinary practice and works one dny
a week at the Plaza clinic, “It was
embarrassing to the pet, It was embar-

“ rassing to me as thie master of cere-
menies and I think it was cven embar-
rassing for the kids.”

Since 1984, the pet show has been a
main attraction of Kids Day in the
Park.

Please sco PETS, A2

Parade
to open
temple

1,500 expected Sunday

The day after Americans celebrate
independence, upwarda of 1,600 people
will mark their dependence on a new
temple in Farmington Hills,

On Sunday, the Jain Society of
Greater Detroit commemorates the
opening of a two-story, 25,307-square-
foot temple with a religious procession.
The nine-flout procession starts 9:30
a.m. at Mercy High on Middlebelt and
hends north to the temple on 12 Mile
Road.

As part of the week-long Pratishthn
Mnhotsav installation ceremony,
another program takes place 9-11 ..
Friday, which includes a planned visit
by Naresh Chandra, Indin's ambas-
sador ta the U.S,

Until the $5.1 million temple was
built, the Jain Society of Greater
Dotroit ronted space from other

hes, including the Unitarion Uni-
versalist Church on 12 Mile and North-
waestern. ‘

*That's when we decided we needed a
place of our own, B0 we won't have to
yun around,” said Vastupal Shah, whe
lives in Sterling Heights,

In 1991, the Jain Socicty of Greater
Detroit bought the land on 12 Mile and
started construction in 1995. However,
the society needed o nudge from the
city of Farmington Hills when the
building process bogged down.

Plense sce TEMPLE, A6

Jonnne Maliszewski, an award-win-
ning journalist nz.ul former roportor at

Staffers: Editor Joanne
Maliszewshi and photo-
grapher Bill Bresier.

the Far o 7, Wit take over
a8 editor of the Farmington/Farmington
Hills edition on Monday, July 13.

She replaces Dave Varga who will
become editar of the Livonin edition.

Also named to the Farmington atfm' is

named Canton cditor and most vecently
worked as editor of the Plymouth Observ-

She is 8 1987 Observer & Eccentric
Journalist of the Year, an award she
received while working na o reporter cov-
ering Farmington Hilla. She edited the
1997“1\linhigan Press Association genernl

photographer Bill Bresler. He rep
Sharon LeMicux who left recently to care
full time for her two young children,
LeMicux will continue to work as a free-

P , na well aa winning
a 1997 Suburban Newspnpers of America
award for breaking news and a 1991 Sub-
urban Newspapers of America award for

Inncer for the Observer Newspag
Maliszewski worked as n reporter in

tho Farmingtan aren for nine years before

leaving to cover Canton. Sho was later

22 A

o al reporting.

“It will be fun returning to Farmington
whero 1 worked as a reporter for almost
10 years. I'm enger to r int myself

Maliszewski returns as community editor

with the people and the
community. 1t's sert of like =
going home again,”

*Joannc's enthusiasm,
background nnd engerness
to cover the community
will continue our commit-
ment to quality communi-
ty journnlism in the Farm-
ington arcn,” said Susan
Rosick, managing editor of the Observer
Newspapers,

“Joanne and Bill round out a fine news
team at tho Farmington Observer which
also includes reporters Tim Smith and

Plense sce EDITOR, A2
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