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because T heard it was the mecca
for the recording industry, I
decided to.call and got the
Nasbiville Red Book. The guy on
tho phone asked why I wanted it,
1 t6ld him I waa a musician and
hepnid he wns o producer,” Amey
edplained.

‘Amey admits that she was
skoptical at first so sho went

+ down to Nashville for threc days

te meet with him. She had a
gded feeling about him and went
foy-it.

dnfluenced os a child by Simon
and Garfunkel and Peter, Paul
and Mary, Amey began singing
at age 5. Her carliest gigs were
foy-hor family where she'd sing
along with records with a micro-
phione fashioned from a pen cov-
ered with tin foil,

Her grandfather, who mas-
tered the guitar, mandolin and
violin, played an important rdle
in her future musical career.

“I'd lovo to get him to perform
with me, but he's just not inter-
ested anymore,” said Amey, 21,

She went from her living room
to choir reoms as sho got clder,
Upon graduating from Livonia
Stevenson High School in 1994,
she began playing the guitar,

Amey entercd Michigan State
University as a voice major but
found the program to be too lim-
iting.

“It was too much music and tod
many classes. But it was good
training”

Moving from folk music to
10,000 Manincs and R.E.M,,
Amoy is now n senior studying

English, muslc and sociology.

“It koops me sane,” she said
with a laugh.
.- Amey is 8 newgomor to the
Detroit music scene having per-
formed mostly at Cup O' Jue Cof-
fechousa in the Novi Town Cen-
ter. Despite that, sho said she's
really not-that nervous about
performing at Litith Fair where
sho will be joined by guitarist
Eric Stiener and percussionis|
Steve Hartloy. | ~ .

“I thrivo in a big crowd. I'm
moro norvous in front of a small
er crowd,” said Amoy who hopes
to meot Sinead O'Connor.

“Everything that has hap-
pened _has beon beyond my
wildeat dreams. And it was oll @
reault of the CD. I guess it was

meant to be.”

Disqualified?

Singers auditioning for Lilith
Fuair were told to have a limit of
three poople in their band.
Multi-Detroit Music Award win-
ner Thornotta Davis brought
three musictans with her.

*I had three musicians behind
me because I can't play any
instrumonts. When I walked off

stage, the Jady who was ono of .

tho judges told me, ‘You'ro only
aupposed to have threo pieces
and ybu have four. I asked her if
1 was dirgualified and sho said

- no, but i T won I had to break it

down one more person,” Davis

explained. . .
*1 loft thero thinking I didn’t
have achanco” - .

Aftor winning two Dotroit
Music Awards on Friday, April
24, Davis roturned to bor Detroit
home znd received the call,

*I collected two awards at the
music awards and then the
phono rang and I found out I
won a slot in Lilith Fair”

For Davis, Lilith Fair will give |

her the opportunity to reunite
with Bonnio Raitt,

“The last time I saw her T
opened up for her and sho let mo
sing an oncore song with her; I
don't remember which song it
was. But she came in my dress-
ing room and taught me the
song, Man, it was 8o cool. T'd love
to talk to her for a minute.”

Since tho 1998 releasa of her
.gospel- and R&B-flavored debut

. CD “Sundsy Morning Music®

(Sub Pop), Davis has boen writ-
ing now material and has been’
gigging locally, She performs
with the Chisel Bros. at avea
blues clubs, Oo Pape Dah on-
Wedneadays at the Music Monu
Cafo in Gresktown, and with the
rockabilly outfit Biack Besuty.

For hor Lilith Fair perfor-
mance, Davis called upon Black
Beauty's lead guitarist George
Friend, formerly of tho Twistin’
Tarantules, and upright baesist
Jim Simonson.

*I only have 20 minutes so I'm
gonna perform some of the stuff
off my album, I've been rehears-
ing a tune by Olata Adams called
“You Gotta Give Mo Room.' If it
going

Rhythm from p;zge E1

Qn Thursday, Aug. 13, Ensem-
ble: Katinda will perform. The
group was formed to exploro the
links of A¥rican music to the
music of Latin and South Ameri-
cn as well a8 the Caribbean.
Founded at Chicago's C i

African musicians began June 18
in Los Angeles and concludea
July 12 at the National Black
Arts Festival in Atlanta, Ga.
Interest in African music has
exploded in recent years. World
Music is i ducing the West to

College Center for Black Music
Rescarch, the nine-picce group,
led by clectric basaist Miguel
Rivern, takes its name from the
Kalinda, a uni | Caribl

the rich rhythms that have influ-
enced the development of rag-
time, jozz, salsn, reggae, rock and
roll and hip-hop and, in turn,

dance that was danced in thot
region by African slaves os lease
since the Inte 17th century.

The African Fete '98 tour of

have been infl d by North
and South American music and
rhythms.

Cheikh Lo was born in 1956 to
Sengalese parents in the small

Celebration rompe::

town of Bobo Dioulasso in Burki-
na Faso, near the border with
Mali. This was a multi-lingual,
multi-cthnic area whore Cheikh
heard every kind of musie.

In a telophone interview and
through an interproter Cheikh
Lo tolked about his music,

“I startod very young with
Orcheatra Volta, the biggest
band in Burkina Faso,” he said.

At 21, Cheikh started playing
percussion but quickly becamo
proficient in guitar and singing.

“I enjoy guitar when I am

singing, but my first instrument
is drums, I play all the druma on
my CD;” Cheikh said, B .

He moved to France in 1986
where ho worked as a session
musician and immersed himself
in the Parisian recording acene,

He is quoted as saying, “Studio
— slogp - studio for two years, [
love Zairean and Cameroonian
music and I absorbed a lot of it
during this period.”

He was olso influcnced by reg-
gac and says he listened to a lot
of Bob Marloy and Petor Tosh.
Several musie critics have com-

pared Cheikh and Murley. Their
ofton impassioned vocal atyles
ore similar.

Like Marley, Cheikh's music is
influenced by his religion. Ho ia
a follower of the Baye Fall, a
Sengalese form of Islam, He said
hia religion has been an influ-
ence, but he tries to reach out to
everyone. -

A CD to promote the tour,
*Africa Fete '08” on Island
Records, contains a anmpling of
the four featured acts. It displays
Cheikh's high, bright, emotional

voice; rhythmic acoustic guitar;
and multiple drum patterns on
two songs “Ne La Thinsa" and
“Guiss Guisa.”

*Ne La Thiess' is about des-
_tiny, what your destiny can do,
when your time comes, your time
comes,” he eald, * ‘Guiss, Guiss' is
about observing things, being
aware of what's around you.”

Cheikh and his fellow musi-
ciana serve up a rich variety of
rooly musie in thia firet of three
African music concerta.

Specially priced discount tick-
ets, and the best available seat-
ing, will be offered to subscribers
who purchase a two or three con-
cert series on Fridays, Saturdays
and Sundays. There are also ape-
cially priced subscription tickets
for Sunday concerts for children
and senior citizens,

For those who want to enjoy a
catered dinner and remnin at the
table while listening to the con-
certs, the DSO is offering a VIP

table seating section in front of
the orchestra, reminiscent of the
Hollywood Bowl, complote with
candles and linens.

Whether you'ro in the mood for
“Mozart,” “Romance Under the
Stars,” or “Becthoven,” you're
sure to find something to whistlo
about in this seasan’a schedule.

The DSO will travel to Vail,
Colo, for n scries of concerts from
Wednesday, July 15 to Sunday,
July 26.
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B Whether you're In the mood for"‘Mozart,"
“Romance Under the Stars,” or “Beethoven,”
you're sure to find something to whistle about |
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M +Old American Songs™— Cop-

land
B “Gershwin Tribute” - Gersh-
win/Richards

this season’s schedule.

* “We're part of their two-week

residency program,” said Dun-

ner, “There’s a similar outdeor

pavilien and concert theme.”
Sixth Annual

Road, Dearborn (west of the
Southfield Freewny and south of
Michigan Ave.) .

Tickets: $18 adults, $9 chil-

“Jaluto to America”

What: Concerts featuring tho
Detroit Symphony Orchestra
and the United Stntes Army
Ficld Band and Soldiers’' Chorus,
at Greenfield Village, Oakwood
Boulevard at Village Road {west
of the Southficld Frecway) Dear-

orn.

‘Whon: 7 p.m. (doors open) 7:30
p.m. (prelude concert with the
U.S. Army Field Band and Sel-
diers’ Chorus) 8:30 p.m. DSO
concert. Fireworks follow all con-
certs. Thuradny-Saturday, July 2-

4,
Where: Groonfield Village,
Oakwood Boulevard and Village

dren (oges 5-12), children under
4 admitted free. Available at the
Orchestra Hall box office, {313)
£676-6111; all Ticketmaster out-
lets, {248} 646-6666; and Henry
Ford Museum & Greenfield Vil-
lage (313) 982-6177,

Program — Leslic B, Dunner
conducta the DSO; Col. Jack H.
Grogan, Jr. commander and con-
ductor US. Army Field Band and
Soldier’s Chorus

¥ Star Spangled Banner -
Smith

B Excerpts from “Rodeo” -
Copland

W “Lord of the Dance” -
Hardiman/Moore

. B “Rocky Point Holiday” - Ron

MONSTER

COME CATCH A COOLER FULL!

Erieau Ontario, just 60 miles from Detroit
HARPOON Charter Co. 800-226-5694

31 fr. Rertram, 6 ,;erson max. fully equipped
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e

@ “Armed Forces Salute” —
Whiteomb

B Medloy from “West Side
Story” - Bernstein/Hough
-" B Tho Battlo Hymn of the
Republic - Steffe/Wilhousky

B “1812 Overture”
Tchaikovsky

DSO at Meadow Brook
Muslc Festival

Where: Onkiahd University
campus, at the corner of Walton
Boulevard and Adams Road,
Rachester.

Subscription packages:
Offcring 2 and 3-concert sub-
seription packages, which range
in price from $106 for Premier
Pavilion to $22 for lawn seata,
Limited VIP table packages of 4
are available for $800 and $600.
Specially priced subscription
ticketa for three Sunday concerta
at $21 for children ages 512 and
seniors 65 and over. Subscription
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tickets are available at the
Orchestra Hall box office, or by
calling (313) 576-6111,

Iu:.vidual concert tickets:
$13 to $44 available at Orches-,
tra Hall or tha Meadow Brook
Music Festival, call the Palace
box office (248) 377-0100 or Tick-
ctmaster (248) 648-6663,

Coricert Schedule

B Mozart Gala ~ 8 p.m. Fri-
day, July 10; Jaime Laredo con-
ductor & violinist, Fireworks

o Roberta Flack - 8 p.m.
Sngul:dny. July 11; Leslié Dunner,
conductor

M Romance Under the Stars

- 7 pin. Bunday, July:12;: Leslie«~—-

Dunner conductor; Xiang Gao,
violin -

B The Great Grieg Concer-
to — 8 p.m, Friday, July 81;
Neeme Jarvi conductor, Sorgei
Babayan, piano

& Bravo Beethoven! - 8 p.m.
Saturdny, Aug. 1; Neeme Jarvi,
conductor; Mark Kaplan, violin

B Summer’s Fantastique - 7
p.m. Sunday, Aug. Z; Neeuis
Jarvi, conductor; Ted Oien, clar-
inet H

B Top Down Pops! - 8 pm.
Friday, Aug. 7; Erich Kunzel con-
ductor, Cortes Alexander Trio,
Fireworks -

o Tchaikovsky Spectacular
- 8 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 8; Erich

Kunzel, conductor, Stephen’

Prutsman, pianv, Fireworks

# Giants of Broadway - 7
p.m. Sunday, Aug. 9, Erich Kun.
zel conductor, Kathleen Brett,
soprano, Kevin Anderson, tenor,
Daniecl Narducci, baritone,
Choral Union of the University
of Michigan Musical Society.
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