Consummate
composer creates
month-long series.

ome days, Karen VanderKloot

DiChiera is the consummate

composer sho ot 6ut to hecome
after graduating from Julliard School
of Performing Arta.

Other days, when tho administra-
tive details of her job and Michigan
‘humidity become overbearing, she's
definitely in a sell-confessed decom-
posing mood.

But then, there are thosd in-
between days when she finds nn
unmistakable harmony in the paper-
work dctails and a sense of purpose
emanating from the cultural quag-
mire of today's arta scene,

In-between is & good place to be,

Sprouted wings

In the days beforo one of the most
extensive community outreach cultur-
al programs in recent history,
DiChicra is in an unflinchingly spon-
taneous mood. A trapeze artist who
has sprouted wings. .

DiChiern of Beverly Hills is the
Tongtime educator in Michigan Opera
Theatre's Department of Community
Programs.

For tha second year, she’s developed
n meonth-long series of more than 60
lectures, workshops, performances
and demonstrations for atudents of all

ages. .
WHAT: “Lonrning ,'n‘f vt
8t 1ho Opara House simply titled,
*98,” a serles of loc: Learning at
tures, workshops, the Opera
parfosmances and House '98." And

demonstiations for

aron, young tho list of clasa

offerings reads

adults, adults, ]
senfors and speclal as the ultimate
progzams for the homage to mul-
(amily ticulturalism
WHEN: 90.m,109 | and consumer
p.m. Monday, July 6 choice.

through Sundoy, Coordinnting
August 2 the classes
PROGRAM which will be
AREAS: Att & taught by some
Atchitecture, Blacka ught by som(
In the Atts, Gomeay, | ©f the area's
Poetry, Dance, Jozz, most knowl-
Popultr Music, Mul- edgeable

tleunturalisrn, Opers,
Classical Muslc, »°
Women In the Arts

,‘instructors of
music, dance

and art history
TIMES/FEES:
Most classas run was no small
feat.

two houra, Feos
rango from $10 par
student with speclal
dlzcounts for fami.

While some
may have only
scen n jungle of

llgs. For cinss llst: detaile
ing, ond 1o roglstor, S Ohics .
St | Do
macstro's
orchestration
proficiency and n marketer’s sense of

programing.
An exhaustive 14-page brochure
lists the classes, some of which go well

* heyond the traditional humanities,

including couraes on etiguette, mas-
soge and Chincge food. .

The emphasis of “Learning at the
Opera Housoe '88” i clearly on cultur-
al cross-pollination.

*If you have d in

- Favrmington @bserver
INSIDE:
Travel

\ Siingoy, flily’
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Too far away

Without flash

Observer & -
Eccentric photog-
rapher Jim
Jagdfeld contenda
the assignment to
demonstrate sev-
cral principles of
photography to
accompany this
article was one of
the toughest of his
carcer. .

“As hard as 1 try,

* Ijust can't tnke o
bad photo,” said
Jogdfeld, an .
award-winning
photojournalist for
his caverage of
news and sports.

Being the profes-
sional that he is,
Jagdfeld was up to
the task and shot
some truly bad
photos along with ‘

-his t‘r;udcmurk

The resultisa
quick look at the
“do's and don'ts” of
photography.

With flash

& In“Serlos A"
Jagdfeld demon-
gtrates how a tight
angle on the sub-
Jject can enhance
the intimacy and |,
emphasize the per-
sonality of the sub-
ject.

™ “Sorfes 8,
Jagdfeld demon-
strates how to B
achieve clarity by
climinating unnec-
essary clutter from
a

Preserving

memories of
Summer 98 -

keep it simple -

his!

Standing behind the
crowded merchandise
X | counter at Woodward Cam-
era in Birmingham, Peter
Ristevich appears as a jug-
gling ringmaster. .

With the decisiveness of a snsppy
shutter, he is prepared at any time to
pull aut lenses, high-end camera-bodies
or the latest sleck point-and-shoot
medels for discriminating customers.

“Sometimes people are prepro-

—

B Grasping the
effect of light and
shadows in
“Saries C,”
Jagdfeld shows
how proper light-
ing creales dopth |
and realism.

g d by advertising,” said Riste-
vich, a’sales assistant, who rattles off
features of camerns faster than the'
average bear goes through a picnic bas-

ot . .
. ““Most people think that they need
more features than, what they really.

use, \

Ristevich shokes his head, Presum- .
ably, ho's confused by how an casy
thing like toking pictufvs has gotten so
complicated,

In the electronic age where today's
spiffy features menns yesterday’s pur-
chase i8 obsolete, it’s especinlly pru-
dent, snid Ristevich, for consumers to
know the practical uses for their cam-
eras, and the conditions for taking pho-
tos.

These days, Ristevich has put his
spicl into overdrive.

As the summer vacation season gets .
under way at beaches, resorts and pool
side, there is no busier time to point
and click.

The summer appetite for pictures,
however, ofton fades upon seeing
wrongly cxposed photos, pictures that
don't capture the excitement of the

Plenso see PICTURE, C2

poetry, clnssic music, then they might
be interested in dance or opera.”

Making connections

For DiChicra, connecting with those
ghe calla “consumers of art” derives
from a simple belief that most people

want to know moro about themselves, *

Further, she believes people mako
discoveries about “who they are” and
“whero they fit in” through participat.
ing in the arts.

Last year, more than 600 students
took classes at the Opera Houae. This
year, DiChiera expects to far surpass
that figure. And shu's willing to usc a
shochorn to squeezo students into the
architeciuraliy historic bulbding ne .2
Detroit's Grand Circus Park,

As a testament to her resourceful-
ness and tenacity, she's scheduled

Plensc sco COMPOSER, C2

Reaching out: Karen VanderK-
loot DiChicra has developed
an arts program aimed at stu-
dents’ comfort level,

Sometime before learning about the
traditional three-nct story structure
and the cold reality of their long-shot
chances of gotting a script produced,
students at Harvey Ovshinksky's
sereenwriting seminar receive a rous.
ing applause.

‘The clapping, however, isn't coming
from the Academy, adoring crowds or
curmudgeon film critics.

“I get people to applaud themselves
for just showing up, and spending the
money to bo here,” snid Ovshinsky, one
of the area’s most lished docu-

. whether it's what they want

Housc for the lnst 10 years.
“Success isn't writing the
script but finding out

todo," he anid,

There's no pigeonhaling
the typical student. They
come from all types of back-
grounds, and range in age
from 14 to 86, said
QOvshinksy, who has won
Emmy awards for his docu-

mentary producers who has held semi-
nars at Cranbrook and The C it

mentaries, and has several seripts in
develop at Hollywood production
companies.

Pre: i

Is tri-county arts funding debate turning political?

For a topic like regional cooperation ~
whaose time has come according to ncar-
1y all political factions in the metro area
- thore sure seems to bo a lot of con-
tention about what that cooperation will
look like in practice.

Argunbly, nowhere is that more
apparent than tast week's decision by
supporters of a tri.county arts millage
to wait until after the Aug. 4 primnary
before pushing the Michigan Housc of
Representatives ta vote on the measure,

The bill aponsored by Sen. Michael
Bouchard (R-Birmingham), which would
allow for rovenue derived from a proper-
ty tax of .6 mill to go ta cultural institu-
tions and arts groups, pnssed over-
whelmingly in.the Michigan Senate in
Into June.

himself as both support-

WHAT: A blll sponsored by Michael Bouchord
{R-Birm.) to o3tnbilsh a matro seglon councit
ta levy o proparty tax up 10 .5 mill. Net rev.
nue would be earmarked for cutturl Iastity-
and recreational fachities

witlin ISRty 78S, .

SYATUS: Passad tho Michigan Sennte, 27-0,
Cutsently, blit s In the Tax Policy Commitica in
the House, .

Hy mid-Soptembar, tho bl Is expected 10 bo
approved by the committee and sent to the full
Housae for a vote.

INFORMAYION: Richigan Senate Fiscal
Agoncy, {517) 3735383, or Sen, Bouchard's
office, {517) 73-2523,

. ing teacher and pr

‘Screenwriting seminar fosters self-discoveries

critic, the

gregarious
Ovshinksy plays the role of
full-time therapist to his
. students, many of whom, he
snid, have alwnys wanted to
write a script, but didn’t

WHAT: 10 A Sut-
vivol Course™ conducied by Harvey Qvshinsky
WHEN: 9:30 8.m, to 4:30 p.m. Saturday-Sun-
day, July 1312

WHERE: The Community House of Birming-
ham, 380 5. Dates, downtown Birminghom,

844.5832 or (313) 886-8013 for Information.

O
Harvoy Ovshinsky

A mill is $1 of tax for every $1,000 of
n property’s state cqualized valuation,
half of markot. value, or taxable valua-

tion, n figure less than market valuo -
!

know how or have the time.

“Many people in their 40s
and 50s have probably been
talking about writing for a
while, but haven't done it,”
he soid. “There’s a need for them to
express themselves and find out if they
an

con!
Admitting that he doesn’t hold back

limited by law to inflationary increases.

The owners of a house with a market
or taxnble value of $160,000 would poy
$37,50 with a hn)f-mill artas tax.

*WYe don't want this to get bogged dawn
. or become a tool for those
with their awn ngenda,” said Bouchard.

“We think it's wise to have a cooling-
off period,” .

Without pointing fingers, Bouchard
conceded that opponents of the elected
officials wha support the arts tax could
twist the issue as simply a pro-tax ini-
tintive.

In an clection year, that kind of
rhetorical ammunition in conservative
Onkland and Macomb counties could he

. ~Pleaso sce DEBATE, C2
i

 Financlal support: Revente

FEE: $150, entoliment limited. Call (248) ’

from talking about the stark realities
of n writing carcs, Qvshinkay has
aptly titled the seminar, “Introduction
to Screenwriting: A Survival Course.”
He preaches that persistence not

Planse see SCREENWRITING, C2

from the proposed tri-county
arts tax would support the
area’s 14 cultural institutions,
including the Detroit Sympho-
ny, Detroit Institute of Arts,
Detroit Zoo, Meadow Brook
Theatre, Cranbrook Institute of
Science, and Cranbrook Art
Muscum.
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