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dov toi bents in

the M M Council Act,

marginal districts. .
To supporters of tri-county
arta funding, howover, there is
growing apprehonsion of histery
repeating itselfl K
Two yeara ago, after an over-
whelming vote in the Scenate, o
similar arts funding bill was
sent to tho House, Shortly there-
after, unrclated amendments
were attached, and the bill’s
original intent beeame convolut-
ed, nnd eventually flaundered,
Bouchard hopes a more delib-
crate npproach will lessen the
likelihood of nrts funding becom-

which would establish o board to
oversce the disbursement of tax

revenues generated by a millago.

Although the bill cells for a .6
mill property asgcssmerit, voters
would have to approve the enact-
ment of any tax.

Revenue from tho tax would be
carmarked to cover opnrnting
expenses nt the regions' 14 tier-
one cultural institutions, includ-
ing the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra, Detroit Institute of
Arta, Detroit Zoo, Meadow Brook
Theatre, Cranbrook Institute of
Science and Cranbrook Art

the Arts includes more than 80
arts groups, many of which use
the center for r 1
rooms and performances.
. .In the Farmington aren, near-
ly two doxon arts groups aro -
included in the Farmington Art.
Council. Revenue from an arts
tax, according to local arta advo-
cato Nanotte Reid, would bo n
much-necded catalyst in the
aren's-cffort to establish a com-
munity cultural center,

*“Tho key for us would be if we
could ugo the funda for eapital
expenditures,” snid Reid.

the oversight board,

Bouchard’s bill has d
those concerns along with added
provisions for one-third of the
tnx revenue going to local arts
groupa and an anti-cbscenity
clause, - .

But by waiting until after tha
primary for the Houso to take up
the bill, thore's a foreboding
genso that other political isauds
will bo attached to the bill.

“Weo don't have any leng-term
regional codperation in south-
castern Michigan,” said Bettio

class-

, pfopodiunuto representation on -

- Buss of Dotroit Renaissance, '

ing a political issue by anti-tax
zealots and dogged di of
any type of support for the city of -
Detroit swhere many of the cul-"
tural institutions are located.
“Every time we hit ane of those
political speed bumps, we'll alow
down and make sure the issucs
(in the arts tax) are clearly
understood,” said Bouchard.

Muscum.
A :

focal arts groups.

third of tho
funds would go brck to the coun-
ties where the revenue was gen-
erated to be made available to

“With reduced allotment of
public funding to the arts over
the years, this type of initintive
is greeted with adulation,” said

Redefining local interest
During the lnst two years, the
major roadblock to regional arts
funding had been the reluctance
of many Oakland County offi-
cials, from County Executive L.
Brocka Patterson to the majority
of county commissioners,
Because the stato’s most afflu-
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Specifics of the bill
The current regional arts
funding bill proposes to amend

from page C1

of
the Southfield Centro for the
Arta,

The Southfield Federntion of

ent county would gencrate near-
Iy half of the eati d $40-
million tax revenue, county offi-
cials wanted assurances that
Oakland County would have a

”

which has spearhended the four.
{mr drive for regional arts fund.
ng. )

“Maybe part of what we're
doing is creating o model of how'
you can build a cooperative spirit
around the cultural institutions
we all treasure.”. .

Clearly, when it comes to the
region's cultural jowels, geogra-
phy.is only coincidental.

This summer, for instance, the
Detroit Symphony Qrchestra has

brondened fts concerts at Mead.-

ow Brook. And the DSO played
to hugo crowds in the three-dny
Fourth of July Celebration at’
Greenficld Villago, July 24,

“The DSO exista to sorve tho
region,” said Louis G, Splsto,
new oxecutive di ot the

Parrish, who admits to being
an eternal optimist, expects the
reglonnl arts funding bill will

oventually ba enacted.

“We oll muat remambor that
tho legislation enables for tho
hand for n millage,” ho

DS0. “Look at the list of our sub-
seribers and whoro the audience -
comes from. Our audience is
from overywhere.” .
Since 1990 when its budgat
wasg draostically reduced by atato
funding cutbacks, the Detroit
Institute of the Artas has, at
times, struggled to keop ita doora

open.

Last year's unprecedented suc-
cess, “Splondora of Ancient
Egypt,” funded by Chryaler, pro-:
vided a clue to what the DIA
could accomplish given a atable
revenue flow. . .

*“We like to plan oxhibit sched-
ules five yenrs out,” said Maurico
: gtlxzinh. acting diroctor at the

“To bring

orld-cl hibi

sajd, .o -
“Eventually, the peoplo must
decldo if thoy want it.”..~ --—=--
Muny motro areas around the
country have enacted regional
funding to support cultural insti-
tutions, a o
Lucy Bukowski, assistant

- curator at the Cranbrook Insti-

tute of Science, was formerly at.

the Field Natural History Muse-’

um in Chicago. PO,

The Field, along with eight
other museums, received up to
30 percent of its rovonue from
the regional proj

portytax. . . -.
*1 understand the political

pressure-about: taxes, but.it’s
phort-sighted not to support o
n%{cn'..cul!uml institutions,”
enid Bukowski "

to Detroit, we must have a con-
;{ncnnt -and stable financial
ns0.”

*“To be strong with programe
and exhibits menns these inati-
tutions must be financial stable.”

or
images of very concrete subjects.

According to several local pro-*
fessional photographers, pre-
serving memories of Summer '08
can be made easy by remember-
ing o few basics,

tographer, or a wanna-be.)

I R Do you intend to publiﬁh the
photos? (Probably a serious pho-

A Do you underatand tho con-
ditions to use different film
speeds and camera lu‘xluns? (A

'$4,000 for o 1 system,

Technically, there ‘should bo lit-

according to Ristevich,

“If you're going to really get
into photography, it isn't cheap,”
ho enid. :

cate that most consumers are

Through the viewfinder ';,Ll‘:)m the instr

Equipment nceds for the typi-
enl weeckend photographer,
according to Ristevich, usually
can be determined by asking sev-
eral questions: with 10

patience.}

thumbs
B Do you shoot 70-80 rolls of

one subject during the year?
{That’s an awful lot.)

c@m@@sef }"ron; page C1

illiter-

R Or basically, do you just
want to pick up o camera, point
and shoot? (Perfect for those

and no

A camera con cost from $100
for u pocket peint-and-shoot to

Obviously, camera sales indi-.

tle concern about lighting and
focusing.

. But there's no technological
remedy for coming up with com-
pelling compositions.

. "I‘h‘ujt's atill in the eyo of the

ing the less ive
point-and-shoot models,
Particularly popular, said Ris-
tevich, are the Olympus 130,
Konica 140, Minolta Vetis 200
and the Cannon 490 pocket-size
cameras, Also attracting atten-
tion is the Minolta panorama
camera.
With these models, taking pho-
tos has largely become fool-proof.

Proper perspective

“How do you to take a photo-
graph with an interesting com-
_position i b d i

Garanich hos a few tips:

B Keop subjects out of the cen-
ter of the picture, Try to fill the-
lower or upper third of the
frame.

W Aim to keep the horizon of -
any composition either in the,
lower or upper half of the photo,
not in the middle.

® When outdoors, keop in
mind that early morning and

for photographera,” said Andy
Garanich, sales consultant ot F-
Stop Photography Conter in
Farmington Hills.

classes for all over the Opera
House. Writing workshops will
be held in the box seat arca on
the second floor. A children’s art
class will meet in one of the
Opera Hause's ornate stainwells.

Opera House?

Meanwhile, the “How To Plas-
ter” classes will convene back
stage behind the orchestrn pit,

The nontraditional settings for
the classca reflect DiChicra's
contention that in order for peo-
ple to open up and learn, they
must feel comfortable. Apparent-
ly, a classroom sctting would be
too mundane.

of their comfort level.”

lives.

She figures who couldn’t feel
the pulse of artistic cxpreasion
amid the walls at the inspiring

“I've nlways been interested in
the environment where people
live,” anid DiChiera. “If you
know what kind of house, school
and work environment where
peaple live, then you get a sense

And in order for the arts —and
particularly opera - to survive,
there must be growing audiences
willing to open up and find some
relevanco between art and their

From there, according to
Pichiorn, the connections flour-

ah. -

“People crcate their way
through their days,” she said, “If
you con moke people aware that
the arts can help theni improvi

"At the conclusion of the pro-

gram on Sunday, Aug. 2, & per-’

formance party will be held:
That event featuring local musi-
cians, singers and dancers, just
may be the beginning:of-an
annuat arts cclet

in their lives, there’s nothing.
like it.”

Fertile ground

There are signs that “Learning
at the Opera House ‘08" is not
only a work-In-progress, but a
fertile ground of ideas for 21st-
century culture in metro Detroit.

Screenwriting rom .o

for years to como, said DiChiera. -

But for now, she realizes that
there are more details to consid-
er, including integrating more

lato aft lighting are usual--

+ Jy the best situations. High noon

and bright days often wash out
the color in subjects, -

The general rule ahout film.

ART BEAT

apeed for general purposes, said
Garanich, is 100 ASA for out-
doora and 400 ASA for moderato
lighting indoors.

.. Although there’s much hypo
surrounding digital cameras and
computer printers replacing tra-
ditional development procesacs,
Goranich doesn't seo a threat in
the near future.

“The resolution has to improve
quite a bit before tho quality can
be compared (to a photograph),®
he said,

“It’s about whore the personal
computer wos when it first came
out — it still has a waya togo.” *

Art Beat features various hop-
penings in the suburban art
warld. Send OaklandCounty arts
news leads to Art Beat, Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers, 805 E.
Maple, Birmingham, 48009, or
fax them to (248) 644-1314.

CULTURAL ARTS AWARD NOMINEES

Nomination forms are avail.
able for the third annual Birm-
ingham Bloomfield Cultural Arts
Award,

‘maker

tho premidre showing of film-
Robert = Anderaen’s

“HARD.”
. The benefit is sponsorced by
David Klein Gallery, Neiman
Marcus, Stoney Creek Brewing
Company nnd Morchanta Fine
VAN e b

Tickets: $76, general; $150,
putrons. For information, (248)
646-3333, or (248) 433-3700.
LUNCH WITH GENE SISKEL

Tho Greater Detroit Chapter

Native A

h presents “Doing
Lunch with Gene Siskel,” noted

classes on Middle Eastern and The nward is p itothe of Had
- 1  individual or or tion who
Some may be overwhelmed by  had the g impact on art film critic. .

particulars, But not DiChiera.
She's making it all scem apon-
taneous.

only pays off, i’s n prerequisite.  to buoks and software.

Inargunbly, in terms of popu-
larity and cultural influence, no
other medium has the impact of
mavies. Subsequently, there's
been increasing attendance at
sercenwriting seminnrs, not to
mention increased sales of how-

things to do.”

BANDERAS HOPKINS

CATHERINE

ZETAJONES

THE MASK OF ZORRO

Enter to win nasses

to a special advance screening -
of TriStar’s new film
“The Mask of Zorro.”

“Send a sol-addresaed, stamped envelops 10:

The Mask of Zorro
2701 Unlversity Br., Sulte 500
Auburn Hllls, Ml 48326
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“There's a lot of-people who
have a story to tell, but writing a
mavie is one of the most difficult

Of course, that might be rela.
tive considering the odda of hav-
ing your phone calis returned

from a prospective agent or pro-
ducer, said Ovshinksy.

Clearly, the focus of the two-

*day seminar is on the self-discav-
ery process along.the way to
completing a script. )

“] give them the tools and the
framewark,” said Ovshinsky.
“But the truth of the story will
coma out regardless of the strue-
ture.”

With his chnracteristic effu-
sive style, Ovshinsky teaches the
fundamentals of character and
plot devclopmnnv.'}‘»y appealing to

During the seminar, only pass-
ing references are.made to the
onecrous rewriting process and

-the “Let’s do lunch” networking
required to sell a seript.

Herdly a word is mentioned
about the typical Hollywood
script-development process
which includes rewrites by o
series of unrelated writers con-
tracted to manipulate the origi-
nal script to the whims of pro-
ducers, dircctors and big stars.

Déa;ﬂtn tho popular appeal of
Llockb illion-doll

the totelln
story with n beginning, middle
and end.

Typically, the first morning of
the seminar is aimed at getting
the students to think of them-
selves foremost as' storytellers,
said Ovshinsky,

Eventually, the students learn
to distinguish between a plot
which moves the story, and the
theme which partaine to the leae

son of the story.

g
action movies, tho scripts of stu-
dents in recent years have had
more dinlogue and less commer-
.cial appeal, said Ovshinsky.

“I teach tho three-act structure
— beginning, middle, end ~ and
toll them if you writo a seript,
you have to tell the truth,

“Easentially,. the students

hocome thefr own protagenista in -

their stories.”

Thurs &

» Downriver Artisans Group
» 360 Artist Booths .

» 22 Food Concessions

« Professional Bands

¢ Childrens Emporium

~ 37TH ANNUAL -
WYANDOTTE STREET ART FAIR

JULY 8-11 |
Wed & Sat 10-9

Wyandotte Is Located 12 Miles South Of Detroit

. For Info Call (734) 324-4505
. WWW.WYANDOTTENET

Fri 10-10

e Semint oF
@ SOUTHOATE
SATUN

* Trolley Rides

+ Biddle Bear

* Strect Entertainment

« U.S. Mobile Souvenir Post
Office

avane

and culturs in the Birmingham-
Bloomfiold orea during the past
year,
° Forms are available at the
Birmingham Bloomfield Art
Center, The Community House
of Birmingham and the Baldwin
‘Library. Also, please look for
nominating forms in the Eccen-
" tric newspapers.
Deadline for i

tions i

The lunch is part of the gala
membership kickoflf for Hadns.
sah, to ba held 11 a.ra. Tuesday,
Sept. 16 at Temple Israel Bou--
tique, .o .

For more information and
reservations, call (248) 683-6030.
WELCOME BACK! * o
Galerie. do Boicourt has

1tod YA

Friday, July 31,

Last year, the award went to
Birmingham' resident ‘Joha
Cynar, co-curator of the Pontinc
‘97, a sculpture exhibit that
brought together nearly 100
local artists. Marshall Freder-
icks received a lifotime achieve-
ment award. o

The award will be announced
in carly September. The formal .
presentation will be made at the
opening of the Birmingham Soci-
_ety of Women Painters Exhibit
on Friday, Sept. 18 at the BBAC, .

SAIL FOR ARY

ArtServe Michigan will hold
its annual Riverboat Regatta for
tho arts at 5:30 p.m, July 16.

Honorary captaing for thia
year’s race are Ron Kngan, direc.
tor of tho Detroit Zoo, filmmaker
Sua Murz, and Maurice Parrish,
interim director of the Detroit
Instituto of Arta, :

_ CRANEROOK BENEFIT
. 'Cranbrook Art Musoum will
hald its third ennual fund raiser,
“Serious Moonlight,” 8 p.m,, Sat-
urday, July 18.
+ Gueats aro invited to 2 como in
" garden-party attire and danca to
thoe Latin swing music of Edgar
Leon and his orcheatra. L
Along with the fine food and
music, the benefit will feature

n

ham. .
The gallery, which specializes
in smail antiques and books, is
located at 251 E. Merrill Street.
Hours are 10 a.m.-6 p.m.,
Tuesdny through Saturday; (248)
728.5680.

DANCE WORKSHOP .

The Livonin Civic Ballot hoata
a workshop 10 a.m to 3:46 p.m.
Friday-Sundny, July 24-26 ot
Miss Jean's Dance Arts, 16819
Farmington Road, Livonia. For
information, call (734) 427.9103.

Guest teachers are Alnin
DuBruiel of the Birmingham
i‘hynl' Batlet in London sud John

pher for the current Broadway
musical “Jekyll and Hydo.”
Classes for advenced, intermedi-
ato and youth level dancers age
R and oldar includn hallat,
pointe, jozz, and modern,

DuBruicl joined the London
Festival Ballet ot age 18 and the
Sadlers Wolls Royal Ballet (now
the Birmingham Royal Ballet) in
1873. His partners have included
?i‘n‘rnot For:toy? and Nntnlh)s
on Brondway in “Cata” and “A
Broadway Tribute to Agnes
DeMille.” Ho toured with “Ln
Cage Aux Folles® and “Weat Sido
Story.” .

MONSTER

COME CATCH A

Erieau Ontario, just 60 miles from Detroit
HARPOON Charter Co. 800-226-5694
181 fr. Bertram, 6 person max. fully equipped

TRLIGEVE

COOLER FULL!
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