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The Farmington branch of the
Farmington Community Library
syatem, built in 1975, will be
made more user-friondly if the
propesed $11.7 million librar,
millage passes Aug. 4, .

‘Bosides the benefits of roof
repairs and new heating and air
conditioning equipment, which
Jibrary oflicials say will replace
originnl units that are becoming
almost impossible to fix, patrons
will find new individual read-
ing/etudy desks to pl it
existing tables; new, more ener-
gy-officient windows that also
will cut tho glare on computer
screons; and improved lobby
lighting. . .

Circulution desks in tho odult
and children's sestions will be
larger and placed for more effi-
cient nccess, and the audio-visu-
al, audio book and CD-ROM col-
lections will be located in one
arca instead of three, '

Tha entire building will be re-
carpeted and get new drapery.
“The present drapes would disin-
tegrate if cleaned ngain,” joked
Librarian Marilyn Smith.

. Thera will be more space for
periodicals, due to new, fig
ured shelving; the young-adult
aection will be relocated and
expanded, and there will be
more books and other materials
available for adults.

The children's library on the

{rom both Farmington and

. " Tie Observer & Eccentric/ SUNDAY, JULY G, 1998

Downtown branch . [
set for user-friendly
improvements

lower level will see an improved
computer area, nnd popular
veading spota like the old bath-
tub and tho treehouse will be
refinished. More efficient usago
of the space nlso is planned.

The Michigan History Room ~
long a fenture of the Farmington
branch = will be relocated to a
larger site at the Hills branch.
The historical society aiready
has piven its approval.

The move will create more
space for library staff, who will
see their crowded facilities reno-
vated both upstairs and down. « .

The main meeting room will
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o storercom may become a litera-
cy'tutoring or computer room,
“he 16 new, faster computers
will provide greater access to the
Internet for patrons, who come

Tho branches, she says, “want to be able to
provide information to people where they

g\ccd it, when they
1
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he major, und_most-visi
ill be for r ions to the

need and how they nced_
ble,

Farmington Hills, Smith said.
Library Dircctor Beverly Papai
gaid both branches will close a
fow days for re-carpeting, but
neither will relocato, aa hos been

Hiils and Farmington branches — which are
at or near the quarter-century mark in age -
plua construction of 34,000-aquare-foot
Hilla nddition, there will be less-visible infor~

adding 30 at the Hills branch, 15 ot Farm-
ington, This will more than doublo the total
availabla to 76 at both sites:

*In fact, the proposed two-atery Hills addi-
tion will be the. information-technology cen-
tor, housing a computer laboratory, whero

Internet skiils can be learned and research

the case in neighborin)
nities such aa West Bloomfield.
She said the Formington
branch, which will greatly bene-
it from the now computer equip-
ment, .already beats such
librarics as those in Royal Oalk,
Novi and Northville in terms of:

-

ties to
tion technology - possibly also hooking into
the new fiberoptica lines in Farmington Pub-
lic Schools, -

_ B Incrensed dial-in lines for remota access
to library catalogs and databases. .

M Moro and newor Internet-accessible

computers for both adults and children:
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lectrical and cabla capabili-
date the cb ing infc

plus the refi
telophone roference sections.

The poriodicals — magazines and newapo-
pers — will remain in the main building, as
will tho fiction, audiovisual and children's
sections.

Substantial addition

The addition is to take up most of the cur-

- rent parkirg lot, with entrance to both build-

inge through an interconnecting atrium
housing the circulation desk.

The main parking, for 214 vehicles, wilt bo

“to tho west, leaving 147 spaces in the old ot

an

by early o
Neither

to the south. The 361 total apaces'ara 148

more than now exist, © L

The changea are ajimeéd at providing a
smore efficient library, as well as one that
offers more new
CDs and CD-ROMs. " *

- The aging heating and gir-conditioning
units at both sites will be replaced,
ing roofs repaired; new- thermalpane win-
dowa installed as well as new carpoti
upholstering the original furnishinga and
new drapes. e,

If tt= milloge passes, construction would
N + begin in the apring next year and be finished
r mid-2000, according to Papai.
branch will have to be relocated to.
temporary facilities ~ 03 has bea)

ks, books on tape, vides,

tha leak-

ting, re.

n tho casa in

itics ns West Bloomfield, she
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added, although
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ting {s installed. - =~
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The key is keeping thl;m as
members, Flaharty said. © °
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hamber, you're only trying to
bring in new mombers. You can
bring in 16 now members, but
you can also lose 10 who don't
feel they're getting their bang for
the buck,” Flaharty said. “You're
not making any net gains.”

Rx for success .
Flaharty’s prescription for
retention is simple: Meet busi-
ness operators and listen to what
they need.
In Contan, she established o

program. Chamber membore

Toll 1-8-Jubllners
Free 1-888-254-6377
o

member-te-member discount.

could get deala on goo‘fln and ser-

vices from other

dentinl and business and the .
ful i of both.

She also compiled a chamber
directory, which was sent to resi-
dents: Canton chamber member-
ship grew to 460 from 388 in her
two years there.

“The key ia recognizing what
works in each community,” she
said. “You can't just take what
you've donoi in a community and
fulty N +

“When I worked in the Seattle
aren, the business and residents
were always at odds,” said Fla-
harty, who started with the
Southwest King County (Wash.)
Chamber, *“This is a very positive
experience.” X

She also hasn't detected any

aiéu on both b&nr\;ln;wil.ie.h indi-
cates an catablished partnership,

.a Hills city official snid.

“She (Flaharty) brings her
experience from two very good
chamber positions,” said Teri
érbeno\;vnkn, F:qrminglgxkx Hills

:'SI'!‘? knows baw to represent the

turf wars with other agencies
involved in busi

else,
“We need to offer products and
services that businesses cannot
get anywhero clse.” -
Flaharty is spending her first
few months learning the busi-

noss community. So far, she-

likes the balance between resi-

develop-

ment.
In Farmington, there is the
D Dovel t A

y, and that's

very important to the city.” -

‘Working together. .
Flaharty only secs further

uthor-
ity while Farmington Hills has
the Economic Development Cor-
T ‘Chamber C i

Affairs Director Jody Soronen
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“Thero m::y be a number of dif-‘
ferent organizations, which have

- their own goals, but there are o

number of ways we can work en
partnorshipa to benefit the com-
munity,” she said,

The chamber will work on an

" employeo oriontation with Gale
*; Research, which is building a

now facility in Farmington Hills,
Flaharty plans to invite officitls
from-both cities to provide ra
overview of services available to
860 newly arrived vwployes,
Flaharty also has the little
matter .of _'thu upcoming

&

Cornwell Pool & Patio carries the
aluminum and moret

brand, size and shape you want.
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tmost elegant brands and models of outdoor
furniture...Winston, Grosfllex, Homecrest,
Hatteras, Woodard, wreught fron, wood,

And If It's a pool you're looking for, remember
- that "Pool” 15 our middie namel With our
large s=lection, you're sure to find the quallty,

All at the LOWEST price! §
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ANN ARBOR PLYMOUTH
3500 Pontlac Trafl 874 W, Ann Arbor Road
(734) 662-3117 (734) 459-7410

Store Houm Mon., Thurs,, Frl. 10-8
Tue. & Sat, 10-6;
Sun. 12-4) Closed Wed.

F Fl 1, which starts
July 9. She commends the cham-
ber staff, which has overscen fes-
tival planning during the transi-

tion.

The English literature major
.who once aspired to be a high
schoal teacher relishes chamber
life, which is eimilar to the
weather in her native Seattle.

“[ think the beauty of this job
ig that it changea every minute,”
she said, .

Circus
from page Al

rience.

“It is a vory friondly show;
patrons’ got their money's
worth,” said Vern Mendonen of
Redding, Calif,, who saw the
Kelly Millor Circus June 22,
“You come away feeling good.”

Around 8:30 a.m,, July 18, tho
ahow will arrive in 26 vehicles
and will set up ita 90,000-
square-foot extravaganza, which
includes a 120.feet-by-130-feet
sud 37-2/2-Foodhigh ehsi big
top imported from Italy, -

Tho big top scats 1,500 specta-
tors. . '

Thoso who attend will sce the
Hign ¥lying Perez Trapeze Act, n
horse show directed by Cindy
Horriott Wells and a.canine
ehow featuring snow-white

Spitzes, - -

The Kelly Miller operation ia
run by third-generation cireus
porformer David Rawla, who
took control of the outht in 1864,
Rawls’ daughter, Sasha, is part
of the aorial act, though shoe ia
recovering from the delivery of

“ her daughtor, Taylor.

With Rawla’ father and moth-
er, Harry and Mary, that makes
four genorations traveling with
the eircus, . .

Obert Miller and sons Kelly,
Dory and Al started G. Kelly
Miller Bros. Circus in 1938 and
performed across the U.8, and
Canada,




