Thursday

July. 9, 1998 ;
e — :

Leblomclown [ oy

Putting you In touch
with your wortd

are a last resort to hof

try to slow traffic speeding throu, h one

with an 85th percentile of 36 mph.-
Some 22 people who live on LaMucra

h: Three new speed bumps

R T

ur, ’
“I have two boys and absolutely fear

her to stay./A3

Ty
S COMMUNITY-LIEE
Historlc helst: Learn about
the famous downtown
Farmington bank robbery
in today’s Vintage Farm- -
ington column./BL

EENTERTAIN
Jazz: The Michigan Jazz
Festival, returning to
Botsford Inn in Farming-
ton Hills Sunday, July

19, is still among the best
bargains around./E1

Dining: Fusion cuisine, the
blending of flavors and
techniques from both the
West and East, is David
Lum’s specialty at
Eurasian Grill./EL1

.

At Home/D

Autos/J4 Obltuatles/AL0
Bellefs /B7-8 Oplnions/A14-15
Classified/H, Palice, fire/A4
Class. index/H2 Rentals/HG

Crossword/H3 Real Estate/H2

Entertalnment/E Service : Guldo/)3
Jobs/H8 Sports/C
Movles/ES Weddings/B4

Newsroom: 24B-477-5450

Newsroom Fax: 248-417-9722
E-mai: dvargn@os.homecomm,tiat
Nightline/Sports: 7349532104
Reader Comment Line: 734-953-2042
Classified Advertising: 734-591-0900
Dieplay Advertising: 248-901-2524
Home Delivery: 734-531-0500

Garage explosion
leaves Hills man
seriously burned

A Farmington Hills man, 35, was seri-
ously injured after a garage explosion at
Sierrn Pointe condeminiums. Monday,

The victim, identified as Fred Berg, was
taken to Botsford Hospital and then airlift-
ed to Univeraity of Michigan Hospital in
Ann Arbor. He was listed in good condition.’

At 7:20 p.m., Farmingten Hills fire
responded to the home and found the man
laying on the gross outside the garage. He
had burns on the side of his face and was
bleeding from the hend, a witness said.

Reports indicate the man was filling
seubn Jiving tanks with oxygen when the
explorion happened. P

A neighbor said he henrd a hissing noiso
und then a loud exptosian.

] gaw him coming out backwards; He
sort of flew out,” enid Julius Yuharz, who
fives across from the victim’s home. “The
blast threw him against the van.”

The victim is a scubn diver, a8 is his wife.
Fire investigators found scube diving
tanks, oxygen tanks nnd an air comprearor

the n car insido the garnge. The blost was

they causc more long-term damage
than a short-tcrm solution.
Nonetheless, a Farmi Hilla res-

to avoid the 11 Mile and Orchard Lake
interscction and reduce speeda. Council

identinl strect is getting three of them
in an offort to curb lend-foot drivers. At
Monday's Farmingten Hiils City Coun-
cil mecting, residents and city officials
agreed the bumps are a laat resort.
Three, speed bumps will be placed on

passed the measuro 6-1 with
Councilweman Vicki Bornett dissent-
ing. Councilman Jerry Ellis was
abseat. .

Speeds have been clocked as high as
40 milos an hour on the residential
road. Tho speed limit is 25 miles an

gram, residents and stalf worked on a
three-step process of education, moni-
toring and enforcement. Hills police
doled out 66 speeding tickets on the
street during the pnst two years.
Average speeds have been brought
down to 26,1 miles an hour between 7-
9 a.m. Botween 4-6 p.m., though, the
average speed is 29.2 miles an hour

: i i i s 1. for them to get near the curb within 12 Street — 79 percent ~ signed n etition
Unfinished work: The new g‘;:;n;: gix; H;‘ég;;g;g‘?ﬂgg“}:’%éng'a&n81gh ‘feet,” said Michael Trus, who lives on asking for n';wud bumps. The ‘S’pring-_
arts coordinator fOl" ’ b il yh'ft, t 4 1 ﬁl’ bl LaMuera. “... You can go down the ' land-LaMuera H 8 Aganoci
F ington Hill B == bumps will shift, not solve, the problem. street and find rubber marks from the  tion endorsed the detérrents. ’
arminglon s wants Tho installation of speed bumps has LnMuera Street in order to alleviato ©ars taking oft” A Springland Street resident handed
to quit; city officials want raised o larger debate about her cut-th h traffic of iats trying  Through the city's Snfe-Te 8 pro- council o petition with 29 signatures of

subdivision residents opposed.

Those against would rather sec more

aigns and warning letters sent to

known offendera. Speed bumps will

only increase traffic on Springland
. Street instead, they said.

“To be honest with you, J'd probnbly

Ploase sce BUMPS, A8

In the spray at Kids Day

Hydrant hljinks: Children react to water squirts by
Kids Day celebration at Shiawassce Park during
sprays were operated by remote by Bob Rebtoy, Fa

“Herbie the Hydrant,” Tuesday during the
Founder's Festival. Herbie's sounds and
rmington Hills’ assistant fire chief.

amp day afiernoon

At Kids Day in the Park, children
could meet n clown with a degree in
balloonology, a farmer with few goats
and pigs and firefighter with more
than few safety tips.

But no one could aveid Mister
Muggy.

He is invisible and only reveals
himself through the sweat stains on
shirts and blouses, He and his side-
kick, Hugo Humidity, mado this
year's event Tucsdny in Shiawassee
Park s hot and sticky one.

Whilo moms gasped for air while
pushing strollers, kids ran in six dif-
forent directions. Children burned a
path to Farmer John's Barnyard

Express, where a miniature horse,
calf, pigs and baby goat greeted chil-
dren.

~She always enjoys this,” said
Petra Beicrling of Farmington Hills,
whose daughter Marina, 5, gleefully
caressed the pates of small farm ani-
mals, “The kids are really having
fun”

Another mom posed n query to her
2.year-old after the girl took a pony
ride. “What are you, Morgan, o cow-
girl?” asked Mary Jo Giles of West
Bloomficld who also had doughter
Caitlin, 4, in tow.

With the petting zoo and pony
rides, this ycar's affair was a few

Thousands of kids take in Founders Fest

creatures short of n traditional Kids
Day. For the first time in 30 years,
no pet contest took place. Veterindri-
an John Richardson discontinued the
event due to a lack of participant
interest.

Instend, a lip-synching group
Earth Angels entertained the
amphitheater audience with their
neo-1950s dnnce routines. The 20-
member children’s group bebopped to
Bill Haley and the Comets, Chubby
Checker and Elvis tunes, .

The Earth Angels, which consists
of children from arcn dance studios,

Gill’s float

fest parade
Saturday

winning floats for the annual Farm-

team eyes
‘5-peat’ in-

When it comes to creating prize-

ington Founders Festival parade,
the folks from Gill Elementary
School aro the team to beat.

But they don't plan to lot that ~
happen anytime soon. .
The Gill float-builders have won

four consecutive trophies - includ-
ing the last three Queen’s Trophics,
awarded annunlly for “best concept”
— and “We want to keep it up,” said
Fred Nassar, Gill PTA president. -

Besides, the cash prize that comes
with the trophy provides enough
moncy to fund the next yenr's float.

This week, the float committee of
some 30 or so parents, teochers and
students — from Gill’s Year-Round
school program — are hustling to fin-
ish their Intest creation in time for
Saturday's 10 a.m. parade through
Farmington.

They don’t want to repeat last
year, when “we worked up to mid-
night on Friday night to get it fin-
ished,” snid Nassar.

The Founders Festival parade, &
community tradition, steps off at 10
a.m. at the Target store on Grand
River, heading for downtown Farm-
ington.

Sponsored by Botsford General
Hospital, this year's 34th annual *
spectacle will feature antique cars,
pageant-winners, police and fire
brigades, drum-nnd-baton corps,
community and civic leaders and
the cver-popular Moslem Temple
Shriner motorcycles, Arabian horses
and clowns - plua about half-a-.;
dozen (foats. . '

With the 1998 parade theme
being Farmington Hills' 26th
anniversary, the Gill group

Plonsc sce KIDS DAY, A8

Plonso see FLOAT, A3

Farmington to ticket min

Minoss caught smoking in tho City of
Farmington will face city penalties -
rather than those imposed by the state
— under an ordinance passed Mondoy
night by the city council.

In effect, the ordinance increases
involvement of the city police depart-
ment in prosecuting offenses and also
shifta oftenders’ cases from the loenl
47th District Court to Oakland County
Family Court, formerly called Probate

The now ordi-
nance, which tales

¥ The new law ‘shows

Tt algo will give the
county presecuting

the state law and OUT youth that the com-  attorney's office,

localizes it, was tnunity cares,’ which currently han-

needed to effect tho dles such cases, more

change in courts. L. Ga y GoSS  time to pursue more
“It will help us to —dircctor of Public Safety  scrious crimes, Goss

enforce the law more snid.

efficiently and have “We felt it was

more control of the disposition of
cases,” snid Public Salety Dircctor

devote our

important cnough to us ta
noting the

resources to it,” snid Goss,

ors who smoke

*the Zero Tolerance program in the

nchools,

The new law, to tako cffect Aug. 24,
“ghows our youth that the community
cares,” Goss said.

However, he emphasized, it “won't
stigmatize tecna” by giving them a
eriminal vecord.

“It is a misdemeaner offense liko
driving pust a stopped school bus,”
Goss said. “People are not (ingerprint-

booths during this weekend’s Founders Festival,

first 15 families. Call June Farrel

inside the garage. Court. Gary Goss. communitywide cffort which i lud 5 SMOKING,
The blast damaged a wall nnd roof of the Plonsa sca SMOKING, A8
garnge, which has a bedroom averhend. A -
projectile shot through tho roof and, as of Festival help at Fire Station No, 5 on Orchard Lake just south of
I Tuesday, hadn’t been found by fire investi- The F ) armington Hills Chamber of | 1 A D———T\ 10m . N Fn 11 Mile. After fircfighters teach fire safety and pre-
ators. . b ol " ATNIMN vention, polico officers will instruct children on
; & The exph L sored o windshicld on | Commerce heeds volunteers to work at two chamber | ' FALUVALIVUA L Wiy & UV J-” nrnngﬂ: '?‘v“m“_m Reworva 3

the Jaycees at

from Thurgday thraugh Saturdny.

Shifts are two hours and veianteera will help sell
tickets to the Corvette/Cash Roffle, promoto the
chamber and help direct visitors around town. Vol-
untears are invited to bring friends, sunscreen and
smiles, Cnll 474-3440 to select a time or for moro
details.

heard throughout the condominium. *

It was deafening,” Yubnrz said. *It blew
the clock off my wall here, It wns like a
gigantic bomb, I could feel tho concussion
from here. ... It’s o miracte ho's nlive.”

- T

Callege’s Waterman Center on Haggerty in Livonin, (888) 763-98G1 and leave o mesange.

The $70 million project - and the informational
meeting = will be directed by the Michigan Depart-
ment of Transportation, 1t will involve reconstruc-
tion of northbound and seuthbound lanes and it's
planned for 1999,

Safety first
Farmington Hills fircfighters and police will offer
aafoty lessans in a free family presentation hosted
by the Farmington Ar07 Jayeces 1-2:30 p.m. July 18
y
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Golf league seeks members

The Onkland County Golf League, formerly the
Lathrup Ladica Golf League, is vecking members
and substitutes for the 1998 summer season. Mem-
bers golf from May 11-Sept. 14 at the Glen Oaks
Golf Course in Farmington Hills an 13 Mile Rond,

Membership is not restricted to residents of Oak-
land County. Anyone is cligible to participate. These
interested should contact Joyee Gibson at (248) 659
1371. .
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Learn about 1-275 work
Farmington aren residenta aro invited to loarn
about upcoming rond reconstruction on 1-275 from
Fivo Mile Road to north of Grand River at a public
hearing 6-8 p.m. Thuraday, July 16, at Sclmnlc}'nﬂ
- s




