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" MOVIES.

s Jorry — Bruck-
heimer bullies
you into cnjoy-
ing yourself. The
producer’s
movies, “Con
Air® and “The
Rock™ among
them, rely more
on cxplosives
than believable
characters to get

;- TICKETS

: JOHN the job done.

MONAGHAN  And ™ usually

. they're a rocking
good time,

His latest juggernaut,
“Ar dd " is no i

family-friendly PG-13 rating,
making it the least crass of
Bruckheimer’s outings.

Brucé Willis heads the team of
oil rig drillers whose job is to
plant o nuclear bomb in the cen-
ter of the Texas-sized nsteroid
hurtling toward earth, Frag-
menta of tho rock have already
landed, wiping out much of Now
York City and Paria.

NASA and the military aren'’t
8o sure about these Dirty Dozen
drilters, among them Stove
Buscemi as Rockhound, a sex-
obsesscd guy only slightly less,
offensive than his “Con Air®

dophile, and again played for

The summer's sccond end-of-the:
warld-due-to-a-giant-space-rock
movie has toned down the vio-
lence and profonity to earn it a

laugha, Here most of his jokos

end with tho line, *but she told

me she was 18" .
Another, Bear 1 Dun-

(Mich

ageddon’ has fun w

can), is & black mountain of a
man, who, during ono of tho
movio's funnicat sequonces, leads
helicoptera on & merry chase 08
they try to cnlist him for the

mission. Tooling down a dosert .

road on a motorcycle, he thinka
they're after him for one of sov-
aral outstanding arrest war
rants,

“Good Will Hunting's” Ben
Affleck is both Willis’ protego
and the thorn in his side, eape-
cially when he's found in bed
with the hond man’s daughter
(Liv Tyler). -

Of course, with any space
lnunch movie, you need gomeone
down at mission control to pace
nervously and undo his tie. This
ia Billy Bob Thornton, who joins

A ddon’a" multiple heroes

by going head-to-head with the
military to carry out the plan he
knows is right.

‘Willis continues his hit-and-
wmiss carcer with his most satis-
fying action role since the first
“Die Hard* This may, in fact, be

his first truly adult part as he

tries to raise n daughter amidst
a band of roughnecks. .

The ,relationship between
Affleck and Tyler is as corny aa
you can imagine (including.
Affleck and the other drillers
crooning an impromptu, “Leav-
ing on n Jet Plano”), but it cer-
tainly plays better than the teen
lovers in “Deep Impact.” In fact,
“Armogeddon” biasts the earlier
movie in most areas, including
special offects.

It seomed liko “Deep Impact”
had about 10 minutes of devas-
tation (it's renlly what we're here
for, isn't it?) tacked on to two
hours of dopey drama. Here the
action comes in well-paced doses,
including on opening assault
that leaves New York City in
shambles. .

Right b'cf‘oro _thut. Bruck-

h 1

ith the end

Actlon film: a roughneck crew of the

FRANK MASVTOLCRSTONE PICTVRES
world’s foremost

deep core oil drillers including (left to right) Rock-

hound (Steve Buscemi),

Charles “Chick”

Chapple (Will

Patton), Harry S. Stamper (Bruce Willis), Jayoits

“Bear” Kurleenbear (Michael Duncan),

A.J. Frost (Ben

Affleck) and Oscar Chot (OQwen Wilson) set outan a
heraic journey into space to save the world.

know they have a win-

heimer i nap

flexing in<joke as a acrappy dog
Jungea at a strect vondor’s dis-
play of Godzilla dolls before both
vendor and dolls are obliterated
by a meteorite. Not especially
gubtle, but Bruckheimer and,

SCREEN SCENE

ner.

And, unlike those other sum-
mer blockbusters, “Armoageddon”
actually delivers what it promis-
es. It’s a great big steak dinnsr of
apecial effects, not especially

good for you, but oh-so good
going down., -
John Monaghan welcomes
your calls and comments. To,
Teave John a voice mail mesm&ﬁq-
dial (734) 953-2047 on a touch:"
tone phone, mailbox 1866,

we

v

A sampling of what's playing
at alternative movic theaters
across metro Detroit as reviewed
by John Monaghan.

Abbey Theatre ~ 14 Mile
Rond (at I-78), Madison Heights.
Call (248) 588.-0881 for informa-
tion. ($6.50; $4 students/scniors;
$3 twilight)

“The Last Days of Disco”
(USA - 1998). Another talkfest
from Whi'r. Sti}lmun, dircc!.ar q_i"

and
set in the late 1970s. Here n
group of young twentysome-
things ponder their future at the
end of the Disco era.

Magic Bag — 22920 Wood-
ward, Ferndale. Call (248) 644-
3030 for information. ($2)

“The Last Days of Disco”
(USA - 1898), 9:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, July 16. See Abbey Theatre
listing above. .

Main Art Theatre - 118 N,
Main (at 11 Mile Road), Royal
Oak. Call {(248) 542-0180 for
i‘nl‘ormat.ion‘ ($6.50; $4 stu-
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“The Oppasite of Sex” (USA
- 1998), Christinn Ricci (‘Addama
Family” “The Ice Storm”) plays &
teenaged girl who runs away’
from her home one summer and
wrocks the lives of virtually
everyone she cncountera.

“Kurt and Courtney” (USA -
1998). A documentary portrait of
the often destructive relation-
ahip between rock singers Kurt
Cuban and Courtney Love. She
bas fought to keep the movic out
of theaters, not surprising since
the director, Nick Broomficld,
makes the case that, short of
handing him the gun, Love
encourzged his moibid vide.

“High Art” (USA - 1998). Ally
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Sheedy and Radha Mitchell play
a pair of women whose lives
change due to a chance mecting.

“The Hanging Gardon”
(USA - 1998). An offbeat drama
about a 25-yenr-old gay man who
returns home to his aeriously
dysfunctional family after a 10-
year absence. Starts Friday.

Midnight movies ~ “Raging
Bull” (USA - 1980) and “Taxi
Driver” (USA - 1976), both by
Martin Scorsese and starring
Robert Denira, are the cult films
playing at the witching hour Fri-
day and Saturday nights.

Maple Art Theatre - Maple
{at Telegraph), Bloomficld. Call
(248) 866-9090 for information.
($6.50; $4 before 6 pm.)

“Cousin Bette” (USA - 1998).
This romp through 19th-century
love and revenge, based on the
novel by Honore de Balzac, has o
high-pedigree cast, including
Jessica Lange, Elizabeth Shue,
nnd Bob Haskins.

“Boyond Silence” (Germany
.-1998), Set in a small town in
Germany, the movie chronicles

“The Spanish Prisoner™
(USA - 1998). Campbell Scatt
plays a young businessman who
develops n dangerous relation-
ship with a mysterious tycoon -
(Steve Martin). Expect plenty of
fascinating verbal interplay in
this latest film written and
directed by David Mamet (*Glen-
garry Glen Ross™). .

“Smoke Signals” (USA -
1998), In this first independent

. feature made by Native Ameri-

cans, o boy embarks on'a journey
to claim the remains of his
catranged father. Starts Friday: -

Redford Theatre - 13671
Lahser (at Grand River), Detroiti’
Call (313) 637.2560 for infornih-
tion. ($2.60) N

“Love Me or Leave Me”
(USA - 1955). 8 p.m. Friday, July)
10; 2 pm. and 8 p.m. Saturdny,
July 11 (organ overture begins n
half hour before showtime). The
screen biography of singer Ruth'
Etting {Doris Doy} is buoyed by
James Cagney's performance as
her gangster boyfriend, Songs
include “Ten Cents a Dance,”
“Mean to Me” and the title song.

the life of a young girl raised by .

deaf parents.

Library screens documentaries

Local filmmaker Gary Glaser
will present three of his award-
winning documentarics 7 p.m.
Monday, July 13, at the Troy
Public Library.

The library is in the Troy Civie
Center complex 610 W. Big
Beaver Road. The screening is
free and open to the public.

“Forgotten Voices,” shot at
Western Wayne Correctional
Facility, chronicles the impact of
an arts education program on
four prisoners serving hfe sta-
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tences.

“Borderline: The story of 8
Mile Road” explores Detroit’s
relationship with its suburbon
neighbors, and fentures some col-
orful characters along the rond.

“The Hudson’s Building” takes
a nostalgic look back at one of
metro Detroit’s favorite places to
shop, and examines the contro-
versy surrounding the impend-
ing demolition of this historic
landmark.’
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