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Oakland police say FBI statistics
don’t tell full story on local crime

'The fact that crimo went up
last year in Oakland County —
while decreasing statowido —
prompted: a wide range of
r?upngucn from area polico agen-
cles,

~Somo polico officera said the
statistics were basically nccurate
... and encouraging.

. Others aaid they wero mislead-
§ng.~— needlessly causing alarm
in‘some cascs ond prompting
falsa security in others,” .,

., Still others said the statistics
were incomplete . . . or evon
wrong — although not signifi-
cantly.

Oakland crime up

Statistics contained in tho
Michigan Annual Crime Report
released by tho state police indi-
cato that crime acroas the state
dropped by 6.7 percont, while
serious crime in Ookland County
jumped 5.8 percent.

But that docsn't tell the com-
pleto stol ding to South-

Farmington Hills polico Chief
William Dwyer said his city’s
statistics are misleading if
viewed in a vacuum. The city
hod 13 rapes in 1897, ho noted,
compared with nine in 1996 and
14 in 1995. .

*Even one sexual assault is too

many,” he said. “But when you .

look at the number of rapes last
year compared with provious
years, thero hasn't been o signif-
icant change.” .
Furthormore, the chief said.
tho atatistics don't include signil-
icant details -— like five of thosa
13 rapea being committed by a
single peraon. .
In Birmingham, deputy chief
Richard Patterson said Jarcenies,
818 last year, were up about 40
percent compared with 1997 —
something that bumped his com-
munity’s crima rato substantial-

1y,
But many of those thefts could
have beon prevented, Patterson

ry,
field Police Chiof Josoph
Thomaas, who insists his

insisted. *Most happened
between 3 and 6 a.m. in the

nity and most others in Oakland
County aro secure.

. Southfield, for example, had
35 rapes last year, a figure that
Thomas said is misleading.
“Most of rapes or gsexuanl assaults
are committed by peoplo who
knew the victims,” he said.
*That's bad. But rapists aren't
jumping out of the bushes
attacking strangers.” -
- Southfield recorded 924 aggra-
vated assaults. But Thomas
noted many of them are inci-
dents of domestic violence.
Domestic nssaults are serious,
but figures about them can b
misleading. .

*Serious crime in Southficld is
down 8.8 percent compared to
the previous year,” he said, “But
becauso we have a lot of larce.
pies (up 39 porcent over 1996),
the averall crimo rate is up.”

Some of that higher crima rate
is a reflection of the city’s pros-
perity, Thomas said. “If some-
body wants te steal a good cell
phone, or a good sterco system,
they come to Oakland County.”

when body went
through unlocked cars taking
things of value,” ho said.

“Coll phonea were popular,” ho
said, but air bags and stercos
were alao stolen in considerable
numbers, :

Phone ‘cloning’ -

A biggor problems with céil
phones, he said, was “cloning” of
phona numbers. *I don't know
the mechanics,” Patterson said,
but cloning involves using anoth-
er person’s cell phone number to
make fraudulent long distance
phone calls on that person’s bill.’

Overal!, however, the crime
statistics reflect a fairly accurate
imnge of Birmingham, the
deputy chief said. “Theft is a
problem,” he said, “but it would
help If peaple locked their doors.
Overall, Birmingham is a pretty
safo community.”

Lt. Carl Fuhs of the Wost
Bloomficld police said the crime
figures reported for his commu-

nity were “off, just like they usu-,

ally are.’

The actual number of West

Please Note — Parking is availabl
(Evergreen and 10 1/2 Mile) with compli

12 British Airways, the City of Southfield, HOUR Detroit Magazine,
. theObserver & Eccentric Newspapers, and MetroTimes
cordially invite you to the tenth annual

: YTSOUTHFIEL'D GOLD CUP POLO COMPETITIOI\E

Southfield Polo Team vs. Sarasota, Florida Polo Team

|- on Saturday, July 18, 1998 at 200 pm o Rain date: Sunday, July 19

12 at Word of Faith International Christian Center

(formerly Duns Scotus), Evergreen and 9 Mile roads
Tickets: $5 in advance/$6 at the gate/$1 children 12 & under

. Proper attire rgquested: Men - sportcoats ¢

For information: Southfield Community Relations Department, 248/354-4854

o in the north lot of the Southfield Civic Center

Bloomfiold burglaries in 1997
was 129, not 122 as reported in
the crime report, Fuhs snid.
That might be causs for alarm
except that number was down
from 201 in 1996, he soid, “The
{crime report} numbers are usu-
ally close (to being accurate),”
Fuhs said. “And sometimes the
differcnces can be attributed to
how crimes are reported. But in
gomo caees, I dow’t know where
they get these numbers,”

Numbers off?
Asked if he might catch flack

*from state police, and the FBI,

for calling into question the
accuracy of their numbers, Fubs
was casual, “They know it,” ho
snid,

Crime statistica_aro very
important in West Blaomfield,
he said, as a public concern —
and o source of pride. “In 1994
were among the safest commu-
nities with 50,000 residents
(eighth, nationally),” he said.
“We're still close to that. But
that's ono reason we keep good
figures.”

Thioves in Troy — home of
Somerset Collection and other
prime shopping arcas — are get-
ting more sophisticated, accord-
ing to police Chicf Charles Craft.
His city recorded 2,858 larcenics
in 1997, compared with 2,691 in
the previous year,

But those numbers don't
reflect, he said, the trend away
from simple purse snatchings to
more advanced thiovery like cred-
it card fraud. “We get our share
of air bag and celi phone thefts,”
said Craft, “But some thieves are
turning to embezzling, retail
fraud or credit card fraud.

“Thoae crimes are more prof-
itnble,” ho said, “and there is less
likelihood of being caught.”

Police Chief Ted Glynn of
Rochester — which had a total of
250 crimes roported — said the
stats “are protty closo™ as far as
his community is concerned.

“We have some changes from
year to yoar,” he said. “But
Rochester is o very safe commu-
nity.”

Women - low heels recommended

y shuttle bus service p

ided to the Polo Field.
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Nine Detrait area busincss
and community Jeaders were
recently appointed to Mead

Meadow Brook boaxi(i:- |
adds new members

Touche and William Halling,*
chief executive officer, Detrokt,
E ic Club. o

Brook Theatre's 20 person
advisory board. The theatre,
located on the campus. of Onk-
land University, is Mich!gnn'e

Also appointed were: Robert.
McEwen, managing director,
Shandwick; Lisa Miller, vice,
president of puyg’olh;‘lﬁlliﬁg

largest profit p

resident theatre.

. New members of the Mead-
ow Brook Advisory Board are:
Michael Bahn p 1S

and t

Services ond Dominic Fang-

born, chief exceutive officar,,

Pangborn Design. N .
he Mendow Brook Theatre

International;, Richard E}g rghi,

T
Advisory Board is comprised of

tive vice pr
Advance Accessory Systems;
Jack Csernits, senior vice pres-
ident, National Bank of
Detroit; Charles Fisher, presi-
dent, Chrysler Division Lenr
Corporation; Richard Gabrys,
vice chairman, Delojtte &

and corporate Jead<
ers sclected because of their,
intcrest and commitment to,
the theatre. The board assists
the theatre’s fund raising

activities and proyiding a net- {.

work into the resources of the
greater community.

Het prices. Codl shawvoon.,
I¥s the pevPect summer sale!

badks, sérts, and aushions 10 augcymrown\ptdmd
consutatts will boip you every step

¢ 1,000 fabrics. Our sled design

www.expressions-furniture.com
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British Airways Star Southfield Entertainment Centre
HOUR Detroit Magazine Waste Management, Inc.
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers AlrTouch Cellular
MetroTimes Arrowsmith International, Inc.
5000 Town Center Condominiums Art Moran Pontiac GMC, Inc.
Comerica Bank . Forbes-Cohen/Nemer Assoc./
Blue Cross/Blue Shield of M1/Bluc Galleria Officentre )

Care Network ]o?:na Realty Vccnl‘urcs/Amencan

& Annuil ‘ommerce Centre

Te:\.chm' b}sur;‘l'l‘fieDlCO - 'E‘l el Meade Lexus of Southfield

Tower/Raleigh Officentre/ Northland Center

Oakland Towne Square/Allied Providence Hospital

Center Building

: TATROMS
Sign Shops of Southfield Kojaian Management
1 222?:[:‘;;538“ P Lawrence Technological University
... Coopers & Lybrand NBD Bank
1. Detroit Edison Plante & Moran
i The Dragun Corporation Schicede/Hampton Assoc,, Inc,
Schostak Brothers & Co.

Etkin Equities/City Center
' FeduralqMogUI Corporation
» Hubbell, Roth & Clark

B.F. Insurance Group, Inc.

hfield Marriott/Residence Inn
of Southficld/Courtyard by
Marriott of Southficld
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