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‘Catchy melody of
art, icons and
"90s commerce

“What a long, strange trip it's been.”
Lyrics from “Truckin,”
circa carly 19703
= Grateful Dead
f course, mayhe, just moybe, the
long, strange trip hasn't ended.
Actually, it's far from over.

Time hos been rewired.

And if you nced any convincing,
congider this weck’s artwork exhibit
of John Lennon, Miles Davis and
Jerry. Garcin at the Michigan Ball-
voom in Ann Arbor. (See related Ann
Arbor Art Fair chart for details)

OK, dend artists often have
exhibits, Monet, Picnsso and Leger
come Lo mind. But Lennon, Davis and
Garcin were pop and jozz music icons.
Their great works are recorded on
CDs, right? Maybe.

Did these great songwriters and
musicians also make great works of
visua! art during their livea?

Or is the exhibit about somcthing
elsc entirely?

Ethereal addresses

The mass-marketing of deceased
pop icons raires intercsting isuues
about nrt, commerce and the shallow-
ness of a culture where artists are
considered pscudo heroes for once dis-
playing a stylish defiance.

Ironically, what may have been con-
sidered cutting-cdge, or shockingly
inventive about these artists, now
pnases as “establishment cool.”

Could the same yuppies who today
bonst about their diversified stock
portfalios relnte to Lennon's right-
cousness, Duvis’ sound of overcoming
static musical forms, or Garcin’s sense
of alicnation?

While fow other trios of musician-
artists coutd attrnet such a diverse
popular audience, there's more of a
curiosity than eriticnl neclaim about
their visual artwork.

What made the music of Lennon,
Davis and Garcin so compelling was
the honesty nnd unique personalities
of the mesaengers. :

Tn the vapid nge of celebrity, these
musicians seemed like the real thing
~ immensely talented and visionnry.
(Perhaps Lennon and Davis more
than Garcia. Sorry, Deadheads.)

They railed against the crass com-
mercinlism of labels and sloganeering.
But in the pervasive market-men-
tality of the 1990s, even these seminal
musical artists with ethereal address-
es can't escape the stark reality: art

and commeree are inseparable.

Vislonary:
Words from
the peace
anthem
“Imagine”
are written
below John
Lennon’s
trademark
line draw-
- ing.

Playin’ along

Obviously, these aren’t your typical
amateur visual artists, Lennon, Davis
and Gareia's power of expression
aren't contained to the aural realm.
Respectively, their artworks reflect
the depth and resonance of their
music. .

Lennon's line drawings are simple,
sentimental, hut unflinchingly candid.
Davis free-floating forms depict an
artist enpabla of deconstructing. then
reconstructing a melody. And Garein's
enthnrtic rush of linea and colors
revenl a common mon's hedonistic
senuibility,

But s long ns Lennon's sell-caricn-
ture appears in his drawings nnd
Davis and Garcia sign their paintings,
it's unlikely that their cotlective
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fairs attract national audience

country is one of the reasons Ed Risak believes
he's 5o successful at the Ann Arbor Art Fairs.

A Birmingham Groves High School graduate,
Risak keeps coming back to exhibit hia raku vessels
in the Ann Arbor fairs every July for one renson =
money. It's been profitable for the Marquette clay
artist since the early 1970s. Risnk’s exhibited in all

Ann Arbor Art Falrs
What: Moro thon 2,100 ortists toke to the streets of Ann
Atbor o disploy their wares in three separate folis. Free
children’s ort acllvity aress, Continuous entertainment on
stages thraughout the fair site. Choose from o varicty of
foods ot Jocal restaurants. .
When: 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. Wednosday to Friday, July 1517,
and until 6 p.m, Saturday, July 18,
‘Wharo: Downtown Ann Arbor.

Falsgoers aro 1 park their cars
at Briarwood Mall {off 194 at Stata Street) or Ploncer High
Schoot {Main and Stadium) and tako the shuttle bus 1o the
falrs. Shuttle bus fores are $2 for adults ($2 ench wayh
Trolley rides between the three falrs cost 50 cents, free for
shuttie bus passengers. Hours for the shuttie bus ond
trotieys sre 8 a.m. to 10 p.m, Wednesday to Friday, end
untit 7 p.m. Saturday. Far mase informatlon, call the Aan
Arbor Transportation Authatity, {313) 996-0400.

The ability to deaw visitors from around the

Rolntad Activitos:

& Unlversity of Michigan Museum of Ast, 525 S. Stato
Streat, will offer interactive Gollary Gomes for children,
avaioble at the guard’s desk for free. Hours are 11 a.m. to
9 p.m, Wednesday-Friday, until S p.m. Saturday. For
informatlon, call the museum, {313) 764-0395.

& Exhibit of ortwork by John Lennon, Mifes Davis and ferry
Garcin In the Michigan Union Baliroom, 530 State Street.
(734) 936:2711. Hours are 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Wednesday-
Friday, until 5 p.m. Saturdoy. Suggested donatlon for
sdmission $3. A portion af the proceeds will suppaet tha
outreach peograms of the Ann Arbor Art Fairs.

Datour Informatlon:

1f you're coming Lo the talrs you might want to plas an
aternative roule to avold delays. Both dizections of M-14
are reduced to one fane between Ford and Napler roads.
Westbound |34 batween Raco ond Flatcher roads, and *
eastbound 1:94 botween the Washtenaw/Jackson county
line ond Freee Rood have closures (rom 9 pom. ta 6 o.m. and
daylime shouldor clasures botween Sundoy and Thursday,
Eastbound US-12 In Ypsilanti has doytime tane closuras at
Wiard ond Ford roods, Tho westbound M-14 exit ampto
southbound US-23 #s reduced to one Jane, along with south
US-23 ramp to eostbound M-14. North- nnd south-bound US-
23 Is reduced ta one 1ane with o tratfic shift under the
Geddes Road bridgo,

Fot morc Information about the Ann Arbor Art Folrs,
Jactuging 8 freo mop, cail e Ann Albad Aisa Conventien
2nd Visitars Hureou ot 1-800-888-9487 o1 visit Lhe web site
at www.annarbor.org.

three of the three fairs which comprise one of the,
largest and most respected art fairs in the country.

«It's the best show for me cvery ycar,” aaid Risak,
who will exhibit his'work in 10 retail and one
wholesale show this year, “Maybe it's because I've
built up a following over the yenrs, but Ann Arbor’s
the biggest. More people come to Ann Arbor from all
aver than to any other show in the country.”

_Art fairs sponsorship director Carol Marvin-
Buchel thinks Risak is typical of the more than
1,100 artists (sce accompanying atory) showing
their works July 16-18.

“The Ann Arbor Art Fairs gencrate more revenue-

for nrtists than any ather event,” said-Marvin-
Buchel, a Plymouth resident. “With all the talk
about arts initiatives and supporting artists, this
event puts money in the artists’ pockets.”

Shary Brown is hoping not only to make the fairs
more profitable for artists hut more enjoyable for
the expected 500,000 visitors, This is Brown's first
year as executive director of the Ann Arbor Street
Art Fair, the oldest of the three fairs. Signage to

g,

Raku Jewel: This vessel by Ed Risak
(booth 207 North University) is one of the
thousands of works on exhibit at the Ann
Arbor Art Fairs.

1 1 1

direct visitors to the 26 blocks of pottery,

Ann Atbor Street Ast Fale

On South and East Universily Avenues and Church Sueet.

Local artists cxhibiting:

Marianne Holl tpdntmoking), Blrmingham; Elizabeth Lutie (clay),
Formington Mills; Caratyn Dufin {clay), Rochester; Oaicy Scotl
(painting) and Druce Migdol {pastols), West Bicomfioid, and
2bigniow Chojnackl (drawing), Rechester Kilis,

State Street Area Art Falr

On Maynord, Liberty, Witiam, o Horih Universily,

Local artista exhibiting: .

Judih Fitzpatrick (lowelry), Bloomfield Hills: Tom Hala {painting),
Farmington Huls: Kaiser Suldan (ceramica), Dirminghom; James
Fassinge (photography), Walled Loke, and Ston Megdalt (21033,
West Qloonfield,

Summer Art Falr

0n State Street from South Unlversity to Willlam, Libesty Street from
Main 10 Fifih, Maln Steeot from Wiliam to Huron. -
Local artists aahibiting:

Thomas LeGault (painting), Plymoutt Corole Bechorst (ctoyl.
BloomNeld Hills; George Landin (folk art), Orchard Lake: Barbara
and Atao Gibson [clay) ond Roy Doan (photogrophy). Livonia:
Hosnotte Wiecok (fiber/fabric], Canton; Claudia Taon {lewelry),
Sandra Hoppel (mixed modin) o Sharl Cohen Hewalsy), Faimington
Hills; Alice Frank (enamels) and Kathy Philips {painting), West
Dloomfiels; Michdel and Michells Crumb (cloyl, Rochester Hillk
Stuart Gray (clay) 800 Chavles Holl {wood), Disminghom; Frank and
Kim Yanko (jewelty), Frankiin; Jaois Parsons Prott (mixed media),
Marliyn Austin (painting) ond Donna Basublen (paper), Troy:
Hargernt K ; {painting}, Susunne and Garlt Jongkin jewelry),
d Kathy Voverka (elay), Lake Orion, end Poincia Rombach
{painting), Nortitle,

p p , wood, glass, fiber, folk art,
toys, entertainment, and children's activities will
improve necessibility to the sights and sounds of
the nationall; ized arts extravag

The cash and in-kind services donated to the Ann
Arbor Art Fairs will be used to improve and
strengthen the fairs, according to Marvin-Buchel of
Pop Culture Medin. .

One of the officinl sponssrs, Dr. Ballard Veterinar-
jan's Recipes, and the fairs planning committee is
asking that visitors attending the Ann Arbor Art.
Fairs leave their dogs at home because of the heat
and crowds, Instead, organizers suggest you stop by
Dr. Ballard’s tent (Liberty and Division) for o free
gitt to take home to your deg.

Also for the first time, the Ann Arbor Arca Cham-
ber of Commerce is sponsoring an Art Faira Gala
Celebration with live music and hors d'ouevres to
Kick off Art Fair Weck 6:30-8:30 p.m. Monday, July
13 at the Michigan League, Tickets are $26 per per-
son and available by ealling (734) 214-0104.

Ann Arbor Street Fair

The Ann Arbor Art Fairs are three separate art
fairs in one, each showcasing a diversity of media
and styles. Founded 39 years ago by a group of auts
supporters 18 a specin} activity for annun] sidewalk
sales, the Ann Arbor Strect Art Fair features 193
artists from 38 states, Canada, England and Wash-
ington, D.C.
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For a dazzling medium thnt appears so polished

and refined, sculpting glass s the ultimate instinc-

Freo form: Floating, sponta-
neous shapes distinguish
Miles Davis’ music and fine
art

tive art.

What: Glass Staring into . molten-hot furnace,
sculpturo glass ortist Stan Megdall would add
and fune. ot " 40,
tlono) art by With beaded vaws of sweat clinging
g;"’l" Meg § to his forchend and a cotton shirt
Where: drenched in perspiration, Mcgt'lllll
Stato dips the end of a long hollow pole into
Streot Area | the bottom of the furnace whero sev-
Art Falr, cral rocks of glass have liquefied, A
Booth 114 °| process, he notes, that has boen
North Unl- | around for centuries,
voslty Like the scnae of balanco in his
\Whan: plass sculptures, Megdall moves with
\é‘(c‘dngsdnw an efficient sense of purpose in his
J\:'l ";;{‘8 swoltering studio, located a fow yards

Y away from his home in a sylvan area

)

Future of glass art ‘crystal clear’ for Megdall

of West Bloomfield.

For the lnst six years, Megdall hins been a one-per-
son crentive dynamo, His product line of glass flow-
ers, perfumo bottles, vases and bowls developed for
gift galleries and art fairs will bo displayed at the
Ann Arbor Street Art Fair, held this Wednesday
through Snturday.

Proper timing

Megdall estimates that he has lesa than a minute-
and-a-half to shape, add color or Llow inte the long
pipe holding a goooy liquid glass bubble at its end.

Take too long and the glass will harden. Hurry
and the glasa will drip like fiery honey.

Unlike other forms of sculpting, proper timing in
glnss sculpture is the difference between completing
a finished piece of art; and trying to piece together
broken bits of ice with n blowtorch.
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Fraglle
balance:
Sculptor

Stan
Megdall
examines
the free-
form &
shape of
a glass
bow! as
it slowly
cools,




