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To keep the Ann Arbar Street
Art Fair fresh and vital, 66 new
artists were chosen from nearly
2,000 application entries this
year, Dcnaonn!rn!ing artista add

dny, July 15, to Saturday, July
18. The activitios are frce, but
donations will be applied to
.acholarships. .

A variety of performers, from

to the and

al aspect of the fairs, Fairgoers
aro able to not only sce tho fin-
inhed product, but the process of
croation. This yoar, artists
demonstrate everything from
pottery to basket making, glass
blowing, painting, and carving in

Instilling an appreciation for
tho arts in children is among the
most important of the art fairs®
goals, A froe Children's Art
Activity Center, run by art
teachers from the Michigan Art
Education Association, allows
children and their parents to cre-
ate art projects. The center on
Church Street (one-half block
south of South University) oper-
ates 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednes-

gi gie pianist Mr, B to
tho Ann Arbor Pionecr Theatro
Guild, will delight crowds on
Church Street, north of South
University, and at the intersce.
tion of South University and:
East Univeraity.

State Street Area Art Fair

Risak displays his raku vessels
in the State Strest Area Art
Fair. The Stato Street Area
Association, which includes

from local b

began and continues to sponsor
the State Street Art Fair, now in
ita 31st ycar. A nine panel jury
selects contemporary and tradi-
tional art, including glass, paint-
ing, ceramics, photography, fiber
and wood for the show which

Instilting an apprecla-
tlon for the arts in chil-
dren is among the most
Important of the art
falrs’ goals.

went from 30 artists in o tent on
State Street to more than 300
artists on five stréets, Two-
thirds of the artists are invited
back based on the points award-
ed by jurors during the fair.
Risak, who teaches ceramics
part time at Northern Michigan
University, raised four children
by selling his ceramics. He
exhibits vessels bearing “copper
flash,” a glozo he formulated sov-
eral years ago, along with new
white crackle raku in booth 207
on North Univorsity. Wifo Julie

is now helping Risok hand-build .

some of the vesscla, After brenk-

ing an arm two years ngo, Risak
was unable to throw pots for sev-

eral months. Now, they work |

together, selling their wares to
60 galleries around the world,

“This is going to bo tho biggest
and best ever with about 100
new artists,” snid Kathy Krick,
fair director,

Entertainment stages arc
located at Liberty Plaza on the
corner of Division and Liberty,
State and Washington, and Lib-
erty and Thompson.

Summer Art Fair

This is Dave Kronenberg's first
year as director of.the Summer
Art Fair, He worked alongside
Shary Brown for seven years
before assuming his current
position, The 28th annua! fair is
the largest of.the three fairs,
bonsting more than G650 artists
(from 39 states and Canada) who
specialize in -contemporary

American art and fino crafts
ranging from traditional baskets
and pottery to gold and gem-
stono jewelry, sculpture, folk art,
gloss and painting.

“I'm most excited about the
fact wo're working together with
the other two fairs to make it a
better event,” said Kronenberg.
“It's led to an increase in spon-

- gorahip and to a better looking

fair to the observer who doean’t
know thore are three aeparate
fairs. But we'll all keep our iden-
tities.”

Founded in 1971 aa a single~
block showense for artists from
the Ann Arbor community and
University, of Michigan art stu-
dents not ollowed to exhibit in
the Ann Arbor and State Strect
art fairs, the Summer Art Fair
has grown to six blocks, That
early group of artists, which
included Risak, oventunlly

became The Michigan Guild of
Artists and Artisnns, organizers
of the Summer Asrt Fair, Greek-
town Art Fair, and Holiday Art
Fair at Onkland Community Col-
lege in Farmington Hills, Origi-
nally affiliated with the Univer-
sity of Michigan, the Guild now
has 1,300 members around the
country. .

Michigan artists will discuss
their techniques and creative
process while demonstrating
their art in a tent near the cor-
ner of Main and Liberty Streots,
Tho Imagination Station, a free
art activity center for the family,
is at Liberty and Fifth. There
will also be storytellers and
mngicians to entertain children.
And for the first time, the Ann
Arbor Hands-On Museum joins
with the Summer Art Fair for an
activity and display space on
Main and Washington.

Meg@aﬂl frjom page C1

After years of denigrating ref-
erences of glass art aa “only o
craft,” Mcgdall is among the
fincat local artists who have
proven that glass sculpture isn't
golely about function and erafts-
manship.

THis more in-depth playful
sculpturee demonstrate the con-
fluenco of light, movement and
balance, One of Megdall’s proud-
- pat inventions - a six-foot grand-
father clock - offers an abstract
interpretation of kecping time.
- Two largo platter-like discs are
balanced on the sides of an el?n-

shape. One disc has the hands of
timo, while hanging from the
other is & quietly moving pendu-

um.

To pay the bills and maintain
his life as an artist, however,
Megdall said crenting a trade-
mark glaes product line of vases
and bowls was necessary to
bring in o stendy revenue.

“Name o famous painter who
didn’t have to do portraits to
keep doing their own art,” snid
Megdall, who formerly taught at
the Center for Creative Studies,
Roeper Schw! .""d the Birming-

ham Bl Art Center.
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“] want to do what I'm doing
for a long time,” ke snid. “I guess
I have a big survival instinct.
Some day, I'd like to focus more
on making poetic in

Perfect partnership
Nearly every day, Megdall

starts work by nine and ends by

three, before the summertime

my sculptures.”

It helps to survive, of course,
when you have a business part-
ner who handles the marketing
and endless tasks of dealing with
customers.

And it holps when the busi-
ness partner, his wife Debbic, is
gis“biggcst supporter, said Meg-

atl.
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"That, as they say, is just the way

works will be appreciated exelu-
sively for the quality of artistic
expresaion.

> But then, would any of these
picces be considered by mass
nudiences if they were created by
unknown musicians? Not likely.

There's no separating the art
fram the celebrities. And that's
not as insipid as it may sound.

Speaker and Author

itis.

Part of tho procceds from the
exhibit go to the Ann Arbor Art
Fairs. And Yoke Ono has donat-
ed money paid for Lennon's art
to AIDS research and other non-
profita around the country.

If the artworks of Lennon,
Davis and, Garcia can enlighten
audiences about issucs of peace,
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The first step in your Steps to Greatness is designed to excite,
enhance, and educate you and your staff
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human .right;, indlvidlgnlity, and

of the envir 3
then perhaps their visual
artistry may ona doy be consid-
cred a8 powerful as their music.

Perhaps the way to break
through the game of crasa com-
mercialism is to play along.

The long, strange trip just

P stifling.

On must days, when he walks
into the cool compress of his air-
conditioned home, his wife is
busily keeping track of orders,
billing and the ever-present “to
do” list. When he's not shaping
glass in his studio, Megdal! is
packing his art work in boxes, or
preparing to travel to one of the
30 annual art fairs around the
country.

ART BEAT.

“I couldn’t do this without
her,” said Megdall. “I don’t know
if artists are capable of market-
ing themaselves. Just doing the
work is enough.

“Bacnuse the two of us take
care of what needs to be done
with the (art} business, we can
balance time with the kids,” he
said, “It's perfect, I get to sce my
kids (2 and 4 years old) all the
time.”

Six years ago, according to the
Megdalls, they were just getting
by. Today, they've moro than
doubled their business to the

point whore Stan aaid he's
“maxed out” on his production
output. .

In the near future, they expect
to move into o commercial
gallery space. Alongside Meg-
dall’s functionnl glass work will
bokkiliu more artful sculptures, he
aaid. N

And, ho hopes, the gallery will
alao be filled with the glass
works of other artista, - = - -

Many of whom, like Megdall,
are proving that having an
instinct as a glass aculptor is
paying off.

WHO HAS HAD GREATEST IMPACT
+ ON LOCAL CULTURE? YOU

CHOOSE,

. Nomination forms ara avail-
able for the third annual Birm-
ingham Bloomficld Cultural Arts
Award.

The award is presented to the
individual or organization who
had the greatest impact on art
9_1‘|d culture in the Birmingham-

keeps goetting .
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1d area during the past
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Forms are availablo at the
Birmingham Bloomficld Art

hairfre

. summer skin

Center, The Community House
of Birmingham and the dwi

The award will be annourced
in carly Si ber. The formal

Library, Alse, please look for
nominating forms in the Eccen-
tric newspapers,

Deadline for nominations is
Friday, July 31.

Last year, the award went to
Birmingham resident John
Cynar, co-curator of the Pontiac
‘97, a sculpture exhibit that

‘brought together nearly 100
--loca) artists.-Marshall -Fredor- -

icks reccived a lifetime achicve-
ment award.

presentation will be made at the
opening of the Birmingham Seci-
oty of Women Painters Exhibit
on Fridoy, Sept. 18 at the BBAC.
CRANBROOK FUND-RAIBER
Cranbrook Art Musgeum will
hold its third annual fund-raiser,
“Serious Moonlight,” 8 p.m., Sat-
urday, July 18. o
Tickets: $76, general; $160,

atrons;-For-information; {(248)—

645-3333, or (248) 433.3700.

unwanted hair— at the ultimate destination

for smart skin care!

This summer, take more off for less. Make
SpaThira your destination for SoftLight" Laser

Hair Removal. Imagine, the gentle solution for

e carefree

Offer now extended.

Buy ons SofiLight halr removal treatment
A orea at Spa Thira and get a second orea
teoatod fras® whan you prasont this adl
Offor valid for a limited time only.

" CALL NOW 888 69 THIRA

800 West Big Beaver Road, Troy, Michigan

o enfoy te
continental
auisiue at

Marvin's Bistro /

s —

Includes

Adults...59%

U Brunch at the
EVERY SUNDAY from 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

Eggs, Pancakes, French Tuast, Mam, Bacon, Chicken, Roast
oA Turkey. Tendecloln, Mullins, Fruits, Vegetables, Soup, Salad & more.
(suall ment vuriety also avatlahle)

Ristro!

Children...’4”

Summer Dinner
-1%1b, KING CRAB LEGS.
140z NEW YORK STRIP.

Specials
14:95

With Complimeritary Hors d'

euvres!

Enjoy Our Piano Bar
Wed,-Sat 7 pan.-midnlght .
and at Lunchtime Mon.-Fri. noon-2:30 p.m.
{Clgars available at the Piano Bar)

Specializing in Steaks, Seafood & Pasta
in a Friendly, Casual Atmosphere i
15800 Middlebelt (between 5 & 6 Mile) » Livonia « 734-522-56002




