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Liability bill leaves firefighters hot under collar

hY TIM RICHANLD
BTAFF WRITER

Firoefighters will “barbecuc”

legialators who veted .against a
bill allowing more lawsuits, pre-
dicted o sonator whao lost the
fight.
* “Treat firemen and policemen
exactly the same,” said Sen.
Chris Dingell, D-Trenton, during
debnte on a bill to repeal the so-
called “fircfighter’s rule” against
allowing suits by police and fire-
fighters injured on the job.

“How dare you boil it down to
that!” replicd an angry Sen.
Mike Bouchard, R-Birming}
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The sharp exchango occurred
June 10 as the Sonate passed
Houso Bill 4044 modifying the
“firefighter’s rule™ s it applies to
polico officers.

Based on court cases, the rule
baes firefighters and polico offi-
cers from bringing laweuits
agoinst civilians for injuries suf-
fered in the course of official
duty as the result of the civil-
ian's negligence.

a former police officer. *I feel
very strongly that, because men
and women wear a uniform, it
should not preclude them from
having the same rights a8 other
people,” Bouchard said.

But Bouchard added that idea
lacks votes in both tho House
and Senate and wouldn't be
signed by the governor.

For pposo a police
officer transporting a prisoner is
hit from behind by a drunk driv-
er. The prisoner could suc the
drunk driver, but the officor
couldn’t,

Or suppose o firefightor is
injured fighting a blaze set by an
arsonist, or ever: a by a porson
who negligently leaves some-

:Cancer Society ‘plans fall
information campaign

The American Cancer Socicty,
Great Lakes Division is launch-
ing a statewide education cam-
poign designed to reach women
in Michigan with potentially life-
saving breast cancer early detece
tion information,

The program, “Tell-A-Friend
Tuesdny,” will take place Oct. 6

.when an anticipated 20,000 vol-

unteers will ench make phone
calls to nt least five fricnds and
family members encouraging
them to get their annual mam-
mograms in accordance with
American Cancer Socicty breast
eancer screening guidelines.
" More than 100,000 women will
be reached with important
breast henlth information in a
single 24-hour period, making
this the largest initiative of its
kind ever conducted.

The “Tell-A-Fricnd Tuesday”
program is based on research
that shows that roughly 26 per-
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cent of all women who get mam-
mograms do so because a friend
encouraged them.

The American Cancer Society
is now recruiting women and
men to serve s callers,

Ameorican Cancer Society
guidelines call for annual mam-
mography, annua! clinical exam
and monthly breast self-cxam for
all women age 40 and older.

Statistics show that compli-
ance to American Concer Society
breast cancer acreening guide-
linea in the state is nowhere
near whera it needs to be, In
Michigan, 65.2 percent of age-
qualified women received mom-
mograms in 1996,

The American Cancer Society
provides the information and
caller kits to all participants.

More infcrmation can be
obtained by calling any local
American Cancer Society office,
or 800-ACS-2345.

OUT:SALE!

thing on a stove, The firgfighter
couldn’t sue.

Tho theory is that risks are
part of the job.

Thia yoar, police and fire
unions and lobbies are aceking
statutory ropeal of the court.
mada rule. In the Senate, they
got half a loaf ~ police only. Din-
gell waa on tho short end of a 36-
1 vote as the Senate passed its
version.

The House hed included both
firo and police. Dingell attempt-
ed to include firefighters but lost
on a 16-21 nearly party line vote.
Horo is how senatora voted on
the Dingell amendment:

YES - 14 Democrata and one -

Ropublican, John Schwarz of
Battle Creck.
NO - 21 Republicans.

Company to Liquidate $
of Genuine La-Z-Boy Furniture :
During Special Event ‘

EXCUSED - Democrat Gary
Peters of Bloomficld Township.

HB 4044 gaes back to the
House for concurrence in Senate
amendmenta. If the House does-
n't concur, the bill will gotoa
conferenco committce.

Opponenta included the Michi-
gan Insurance Federation and

Tational Federation of I
dent Business. They argued:

WPublic safety officers already
are covered by worker’s compen-
sation.

WTho bill would have a *chill-
ing cffoct” on citizens' willing-
ness to call a public safety agen-
cy for fear of linbility.

WPolice and firefighters aren'’t

invited guests to a property, and.

the owner can't. be held to the
same standard of care for safe

premises,

WThe bill, supported by the
Michigan Trial Lawyers Associa-
tion, could unleash a flood of
Iawsuits, as well os push up
insurance rates.

The public’ safety groups
argued that worker’s comp offers
only a percentage of an officer’s
salary and doesn't offer equiva-
lent pay if the officer suflers per-,
manent disability.

‘Morcover, they asked, if inaur~
ance rate will rise once HB 4044
is passed, why didn’t rates go
down after the court decisions of
1987 and 19927

Dingell charged that “one of
the police unfons sold out every-
body clse —~ the firemen - in
order to solve just the problems
of the police face.”

875,

Center helps
Hispanic
residents

El Centro, a bilingual, bjcul-
tural, ethnic-sensitive mental
health program serving O
County's Hispanic community

secks volunteers who would like |

to cither teach E{IB"I"I, be a
mentoritutor, or help with daily
activities. .

El Centro offers a varicty of
services, including nssessticnt
and referral, outpatient tfent-
meat for children, adults’and
families, crisis intervention, case
management and preventicnand
community involvement pro-
grams.

For more information on!pro-
grams or volunicering, contact £l
Centro at (248) 858-6320. .
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486, 66mhz, 12MB 270 MB HD

Keyboard & Mouse with Win 3.1 Plus Tax

and 14" SVGA Monltor $30 Shipping

Compaq or IBM $1 50 .
486, 66mhz, 12MB 270 MB HD .
Keyboard & Mouse with Win 3.1 _ Plys Tax OPEN TO THE PUBLIC THREE DAYS ONLY :
and 15" SVGA Monitor $30 Shipping :

SIX MONTI| \VARRANTY ON ALL HARDWARE
VISA, MASTLERCARD, DISCOVER, & PERSONAL CHECK

JuLy 17TH, 18TH, AND 19TH :
Friday 12-8 ¢ Saturday 10-6 ¢ Sunday 12-5 :

X

a Beautiful
Summer with
|-2:3 Success™?

Florinn Mark

Weight Watchers
3 s easiest diet!

! Easy to leam, simple to follow.

La-Z-Boy Furniture Galleries is relocating its Regional Distribution Center
to expanded new facilities and is forced to sell off hundreds of
La-Z-Boy styles, including recliners, occasional chairs, swivel rockers,
sofas, reclining sofas and loveseats, sleep sofas, sectionals — including
tables, lamps and accessories —at unheard of savings.

" "No complicated counting,
.+ welghing or calculating with our
PO INTS™ system.

Sample Savings: ;

e Chaise Recliners — 30-62% Off » Leather Recliners — 30-65% Off:

* Living Room Sofas — 30-69% Off ¢ Sleep Sofas — 30-709% Off

Plus, Save On A Huge Selection Of Other La-Z-Boy Furniture...
Hurry In For Best Selc\zction!

. "No guilt! Eat virtwally anything!

!ﬁ:‘%np‘ d recelve )

il Cash & carry prices. No returns or exchanges.

Local delivery available at additional charge.
All sales final. Ttems sold *“As Is.”

| La-Z-Boy Temporary Clearance Center
| 30850 Plymouth Road (East of Merriman)
1 Livonia ;

Livonia Permit No. 3160

OIN-TODAY. EOR ONLY $154:

VWEGHTVVATCHERS®
|-888-3-FLORINE

Call TODAY for meeting locations,
dates & times

tails on our mointenance recordi. !
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