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face & choice
between two
strong, well-
established can-
didates for the
sent, We recom-
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. While she has

* never been
elected to office,
Jalicocur carries
a remarkable
background of service to the ity. Most

LUinda Jolicocur

Send Jolicoeur to the county

@ It's tough to prove the quality of
your work on the Oakland County
Board of Commlssloners. Yot, we
belleve Linda Jolicoeur's common
sense approach to issues would
serve the community well,

Owners to the Michignn Metro Girl Scouts,
She was nppointed to several boards and
councils by Oakland County Executive L.
Brooks Patterson and Gov. John Engler and
served on the Federal Reserve Bank of Chica-
go's Small Business Advisory Council.

Her opponent, David Moffitt is the sccond
longest serving commisgioner, with 14 years
of background, He currently chairs the Public
Services Committee and sits on the Planning

of those involvements have been in the areas
of busi /i ic develog and mental
health care — two of the key issues facing Oak-
“land County.
* - She plans to use her involvement and inter-
est to the ndvantage of the community at the
*.Onkland County Bonrd of C: issi

and Building Committee. His knowledge of
issues facing the county seems deep ond vast, '
and he has most recently come up with the
innovative idea of moving committce mectings
from the county board office to individual com-
munities, like Farmington Hills.
However, we're not impressed with his
Jership on issucs, his voting along with the

And we believe sho will.

This woman has been honored with awards
from her peers (Oakland County “Wonder
Woman” and two Athena Awards for women
in business) and she’s been recognized with
positions of power in groups from the Detroit
Regional Chamber of C and the

of Women

National A

county exccutive too regularly and his spo-
radie ication with his it;

It's tough to prove the quality of your work
on the Oakland County Board of Commission-
ers. Yet, we believe Linda Jolicocur’s common
sense approach to issues would serve the com-
munity well. . .

hundred years ago, progressive gover-
Anum like Hazen Pingree of Detroit and
later Fred Warner of Farmington fought
for direct election of U.S. senators and for pri-
mary elections. Their purpose was to give vot-
ers more direct power over people who made
“Jaws and cut the tentacles of party bosses.
Today we have primary elections, In fact,
one is coming up Aug. 4. And what will be the
response of Michigan voters? Probably, we
-fear, a profound indifference to the primary.
"It's casier to tell jokes about White House
.interns, cheer o hockey team and discuss
- which movies should make the top 100 list
:than to think about partisan nominations,
**. Who wants to think about college aid,
: pssisted suicide, pathetic charter schools,
organ donations, drunken boaters, drunken
«drivers, and all those (yeccch!) issues? Give us
 talk shows, eh?
*. Well, the 1998 primary will be one.of the
" most important since primaries were invent-
“ed. The reason is term limits. Some lawmak-
: ers are ineligible to run again and must be
‘replaced. Some of those aro secking higher
. office. Meanwhile, this will be the last term
‘for the i bent governor, li t gover-
: nor and secretary of state, if they're re-clected.
We should be looking at those below them for
uccessors in 2002.
* Consider the situation facing Farmington
rea voters: .
- [@ Barbara Dobb is again challenging
cumbent State Sen. Willis Bullard in the
. 16th District.
;. @ State Rep. Andrew Raczkowski is seek-
ig re-election to the 37th District and is
nopposed in the primary clection, But Demo-
ciat Stephen Dibert, who has done battle with

“the incumbent before, will be waiting for him

Exercise your rights Aug. 4

B Longtime Oakland County Commissioner
David Moffitt, who represents the 18th Dis-
trict, will be met in August by two incum-
bents, Linda Jolicoeur and Lainie Wine.

R Scrambling for the seat in the 19th Dis-
trict, a seat long held by Doan Wolf, formerly
of Farmington Hills City Council fame, are
former Hills council member Ben marks and
current council member Terry Sever, as well
as Jo Anne F. Molin.

o Gov. John Engler should have no trouble
winning his primary, but the Democratic bat-
tle for n chance to oppose him is up in the air.
Labor-backed Larry Owens, political pro Doug
Ross, the flnmboyant Geoffrey Fieger — who
should Democrats pick to put their best foot
forward?

County government is no longer a stully
courthouse downtown but a vibrant player in
the cconomy (Metro Airport) and the environ-
ment (Hines Park/Rouge River/Newburgh
Lake), CEO Ed McNamara is ahead, but chal-
Jenger Sharon McPhail won't let him off the
hook easily. The county hasn't gone Republi-
can since 1946, when even McNamara was a
student, so the winner of this primary is CEO
for four years.

Some will be suspicious of this newspaper
when we say, “Don’t trust TV ads,” but it’s
proper advice, TV commercials tell you virtu-
ally nothing nbout the issues that affect your
work and your kids’ schools. They are written
in “buzz” words designed to moke you react
emotionally, not rationally.

Read. Read this newspaper, Read campaign
literature. Go to candidates’ forums and ask
questions, Meet the candidates when you can
and ask more questiona. Michiganiana have a
right that is rare in the world - not only to
clect their officials but to nominate them in
the primaries by secret ballot.

Use that right to vote Aug. 4,

2\,

QUESTION:

Does Geoff
Fieger have
a chance at
winning the L
Democratic
nod?

HVDIANS?(cLoTHES?)

LETTERS

Vote yes

Do you asking these
'yourself or to your children? .
What are you going to be when you grow
up? What courses are you going to take in
‘high school? What college are you going to
attend after graduation? What degree will you
earn in college? What job are you qualified to
do? What plans will you make for saving and
investing?

Wo are always planning for our future.
Now, we need to plan for the future of our
libraries. The Farmington branch, built in
1975, is used by 600 residents a day. The
Farmington Hills branch, built in 1972, is
used by 1,000 residents a day, Both libraries
surpassed their maximum utilization in the
1980’s and are in desperate circumstances,

We expect our exemplary achool syatem for
our children, We should also expect excellent
library facilities to complement their educa-
tion, Please vote YES on Aug. 4 and show your
support for the future of our children. .

Judy Antishin
Northville

of

Inequity noted

Thcre have been recent changes announced
in the way the IRS conducts business.
However, as you are well aware, the IRS only
enforces the tax code, Congress writes the
bills, and they are signed into law by the pres-
ident. As you might expect, this by its very
nature can result in some inequities.

As an example, take the deductibility of
health care and other employeo benefits, If
you are fortunate enough to work for a corapa-
ny that offers n wide range of employce bene-
fits you are the benefactor of certain tax
advantages, The benefits might include full
health care coverage, prescription coverage,
dental coverage, eye care, life insurance, short
and long-t disability i a pension
plan, & 401k plan or even a cafeteria plan that
allows you to deduct medical costs as a pre-tax
benefit,

Generally, the compnny for whom you work
deduets for tax purposes the cost of these
plans, You receive these benefits tax free
although there is a cost for life insurance cov-
erage that exceeds $50,000. Of course, with
the 401k plan and the cafeteria plan, these
aro your dollars but they reduce taxable
income.

If you're not as fortunate to have company-
provided plans you either do without or pay
the cost of obtaining desired coverage. Here's
where the inequity in the tax law comes into
play. If you don't itemize when you prepare
your tax return, you bear the full cost. In
other words, you pay income tax on all of your
income and then pay the full cost of the cover-
age. If you itemize, only costs that exceed 7.5

percent of your adjusted gross income is
deductible,

Docs this scem fair? Of courae not. I would
venture a guess that this incquity falla heavily
on the lower wage earners, But who lobbies
for the Jess fortunate? Do the less fortunate
have PACs like Ameritech that buy the pas-
sage of legislation? And why was the capital
gaing rato reduced to 20 percent? Was this
aimed at the less fortunate? Will the Chrysler
executives who stand to gain millions from the
lowering of the capital gains rates now speak
out an behalf of the less fortunate?

1 tried to get the two senators from Michi-
gon interested in this inequity. 1 didn't even
get a reply from Sen. Carl Levin and Sen.
Sp Abraham scemed to r ize the
prablem but I guess this is not the typo of
issue that will bring out the vote, I surmise
that if ded that employ
benefits be taxed, the issue would engender
considerable interest. Perhaps then people
would realize the current incquity.

Tom DoWard ‘[’
Farmington Hills |-

Refine hub system

Ienjaycd Phil Power's June 18 column about
Northwest {or is it Northworst) Airlines. I
was the victim of cancelled flights in May ona
trip from Detroit to Seattle. My May 8 flight
was cancelled one week in advance and I was
notificd and changed to an carlier flight (twe
hours earlier), My return flight was cancelled .
.. Ilearned when I reached the airport out
west . ., and ] was changed to a flight two
hours earlier. They said they cancelled the
flight several days earlier but weren't able to
reach me. Since both of these flights were can-
celled several days prior to departure.. .1
doubt they were cancelled for mechanical rea-
sons, 1 feel they were cancelled becnuse of lot
bookings . . . and NWA was combining two
flighta to seve a flight. They scem to have no
concern for the schedule of the paying passen-
gera. [ also feel that hubs are OK, and effi-
cient, but I feel they allow one airline to over-
dominate any particular airport, I would like

to sce regulation to the extent that no one par-

ticular airline could handle more than 50 per-
cent of the traffic in any airport. That would

allow more alternatives when a situation aris. |

5 like we havo at Dotreit. T don’t know if it
would be best to determine the 50 percent
base on number of passengers . . . OF O pUM-
ber of flights. Either would be better.
Barry DeChant,
Livonin
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