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Thero apparently wasn't enough room
on Harrison High School scienca tencher
Dennis King's alréady full plate fer
what lkely will be heaped on during the
next two years — bond issuo construction
and.a proposed four-by-four block
scheduling makcover,

- S, s of July 1, the 63-yenr-0ld King
loft Harrison, wheore he spent all but
onc of hia 28 years in the district. He

waited until after studenta loft for the .

year to inform principal Rande Horn
and his faculty colleagues of hin decision
to loave.

*I'm kind of emotional,” King said
Monday, shortly after returning from.a
two-week vacation in tho Upper Penin-
sulg. “I didn't want to go through a real
emotional time the last couple weeks of
tho year.” s

Although King said he is “not in favor
of the four-by-four block, personally,”
tho’ continuing controversy among Har-
rison parents about going to the plan in
fall 1899 wasn't a real factor in his deci-
slon.

With four-by-four block scheduling,
which is similar to colleges, students
would attend four 90-minute clugses in
the first semester and four other classes
in the second semester. But the concept
g0 far has drawn tho irc of parents and

_ is now in the midst of what could be a
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Enough already:. Popular teacher 'saysl goodjbye

& ‘I knew this noxt year would be embroiled In figuring out
what to do with the four-by-four ... and there also will be all

of the renovations at the school.

Dennis Kiﬁg

—Teacher

lengthy process before it is implement-
¢d. It is a different block plan from that
now in placo at Farmington High.

After letters were sent out to homes in
May announcing the school's i i

mum amount I could do. Basically, I
didn't think my henlth could handle the
12-t0<18-hour days and then 0 add to
that tho major changes in terms of block

heduling, all the tings that would

to implement the plan In fall 1899, par-

ents became riled enough to bring up.

she subject at back-to-back school board
meetings in June. Several snid they
weren't adequately invelved from the
atart. High school officiala did hold an
informational meeting on Juno 23, after
the initial wavoe of negativo publicity,

Yet the proposal did have some effect
on his retirement, King said ho didn’t
think he could successfully tack on
expected numerous meetings nbout the
plan onto hia existing heavy schedule.

“I know this next year would be
embroiled in figuring out what to do
with the four-by-four ... and there also
will be all of the renovations at the
school.”

King admitted he rcached “the maxi-

entail, It wasn't going to be an casy
thing,”

including renovations to the acience
wing, would have added even more
meeting time,

King insisted he wasn’t pressured to
leave Harrison because he was among
faculty members who voted in May
against pursuing four-by-four block
scheduling. About 72 percent of the fac-
ulty gave administratora tho go-nhead.

“There wasn't any pressure to leave at
all,” King soid. “When I told Dr. (Bob)
Mazxfield (Farmington schools superin-
tendent) I was going to retire, he said
he'd tako me to the Lark if I decided not
to,” Tho Lark is a five-star restaurant in
West Bloomficld.

King left his legocy all over Harrison.
Besides coordinating the science
d t's move to in the

classroom in recent years, he was heav- .
.ily involved in several endeavors. He

conched boys tennis, oversaw the “Sci-
enco Bowl” and “Physics Olympics”
squads and sponsored the high school's
National Honor Socicty. In addition, he
coached girls tennis at Farmington
High School. .

. King’s influence did help students
achieve some lofty heights. For exam-
plo, over the lost decade, six Harrison
studenta were named to the Physics

j o All ican tcam.
The bond issue projects at Harrison, American te

“I loved working with the kids of
Farmington for the last 28 years,” he
said. “It’s becn grent secing them
achieve such wonderful reaults.”

He reforred to a song called *The
Wind Beneath My Wings,” popular with
students in past yeurs. ]

“I'vo enjoyed being the wind beneath
their wings,” King said.

With Harrison behind him, King and
his wife, Jean, who have two adult chil-
dren, intend to build & second homie in
the Upper Peninsuln, near Manistique.
Jean King is retiring from a teaching
job in the Waync-Westland school dis-

3
trict after the 1998-99 school year.

Youwve Lived A Life
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Leaving: Harrison teacher
Dennis King says he will miss
his students and their
accomplishments.

Jewish organizations
sponsor election forum

Of Digni
And Choice.

At Botsford Commons’ Assisted Living Center
You Don’t Have To Change A Thing.

 Independence

A candidate forum, sponsored
by arca Jewish communal orga-
nizations will be at 7 p.m. Tues-
day, July 28, at Temple Shir
Shalom in West Bloomfield.

The forum will feature candi-
dates in the primary races for
governor, including Di ti

.
Bullard and challenger Barbara
Dobb in the Republican primary

.for state Senate District 16,

which covors Farmington Hilla
and part of West Bloomfield,
The forum is sponsored by the
Jewish Community Council of
1! litan Detroit, Had h

candidates Geoffrey Fieger,
Larry Owen, Doug Ross and
Republican candidates Gov.
John Engler and Dr. Gary
Artinian,

Additionnl candidatea includ-

- ed in the forum are Sen. Bill

the National Council of Jowish
Women, the Instituted for
Rétired Professionals of the Jew-
ish: Community Center, Temple
Shir Shalom-and- the Detroit
Jewish News, *. -
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facility, located in an historic
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building in Farfington Hills, offers a caring environment for those who need

support to maintain daily living routines. Residents receive assistance only with
the services needed and requested, encouraging each individual to remain as

ronment. Center residents retain privacy and

independent as possible in a safe'and secure envi- }'b/_r
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comfort in individual apartments while their e H
psychological and social needs are met through e : > Open fio
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»You can access On-Line whhéust about any communlcatlons
software—PC or Macintosh. On-Linc users can: .

dining and social areas complement comfortable accommodations with private

e

A'. 3 ‘J-L
: d
5 B

s

independence and choice. It should continue to be. When you choose

baths and generous space for treasured personal furnishings. The
center features a chapel, clinical offices and a full range of health
care services including geriatric assessment programs. As an older
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» Request
adult, you've lived a life that has been one characterized by dignity,

o Send and receive unlimited email.” .

» Access all features of the Internet—Telnet, Gopher, WWW
and more. i

« Read electronic editions of i the Observer & Eccentric
newspapers, : b

. R i | * Chatwith users across town or across the country.
independence to which you are accustomed and that you deserve. 7 i yéd nced Help signing on o our service, just call the;

?' For more information, ca{! 248-477-1646. O & B OneLire Holling: 734 953-2762 .

~ Botsford

Botsford Commons Assisted Lliring Center, you insure that the next
chapter of your life is filled with the same richness of choice and
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