)

Bo(OF)

The Obscrvlcr & Eccenlriql THURSDAY, JULY 16, 1998

———— It was the
FOCUSON 145t night of
our group's

visit to Scot-
land. We were
cnjoying our
farewell dinner
at the Glasgow
Marriett, punc-
tuated by peri-
odic roars com-
ing from the

REV, RONALD  y,0p, We knew
P. BYARS iyt the roars
were occa-

sioned by the World Cup soccer
game between England and
Calombia. But who were the
excited fans? One of the waiters
reported that the bar wos full of
English guests. Tho cheers might
have been theirs. On the other
hand, it was made perfectly clear
that the Scots ~ never fond of
their English neighbors — were
rooting for Colombinl We Ameri-
cana were mildly amused.

Red Wings fang will cortainly
have some iden of the kind of
emotions expericneed by fans of
internntional soccer. People who
follow the annual football rivalry
hetween the U of M and MSU
will understand it, too. Where
does the exhilaration come from?
Why such a heavy emotional
investment in a game which real-
ly has nothing to do with the
brains or prowess of the fans?
The emutional “high™ comes, 1
think, from the intense feeling of
Ioing part of group. Wo all need
to belong to something - a family,
n tribe, a people - something big-
ger than ourselves,

In the New Testament book of
2 Timotlyy, the apostle is encour-
aping o young minister, He urges.

Faith can fill human need

* Secularism haa muscled its way

‘Where are wa now? Io this n
*favorable” or “unfaverable”
time? The answer, I think, is
“yes”™ and “yes.” Tha waning
years of the 20th century are, in
some respects, an “unfavorable”
time for religious fuith, Observers
have noted the proud secularism
that hns caused people of faith to
fecl shy and become tongue-tied.

into the limelight. No ono would
guess by watching movies or tele-
vision, or reading novels, that
religious faith or institutions play
anything but a very marginal
role in i i

BY BARD PERT TEMPLETON
SPECIAL WHITER )

Learning something new
about another person's religion
used to mean posing nwkward
questions ov doing library
research, Not nnymore.

Clicking the television remote
to public access.in Bloomfield
this fall will allow viewers to
enjoy d round-table discussions
an topics addresscd clergy

Where religious faith is noted, it
tends to ba characterized as nar-
row, hypocritical, Hopelessly out-
of-date or in terms of goocy senti-
mentality. [t would scem thnt
this is an “unfavorable” time.

On the other hand, one can
argue that this is also n “favor-
able” time for religiaus faith,
There is a hunger for apiritunl
expericnce strong enough to sus-
tain us in a fractured world. I
suspect that a lot of the intensity
which nccompanies sports rival
ries is fucled by a need to connect
with other people, to be a part of
a community, to share an identi-
ty. On the negative side, this
need for o meaningful belonging
also contributes to people’s
enthusiasm for social philoso-
phies which pit one class, race or
ethnic group against others.
While in the dase of sports we-
dan't hide out team loynlties, our [
socinl philosophics often disguise
prejudices which we may not
acknowledge even to ourselves.
In both cases, the driving force is
the need to belong - and the casi-
est way to fecl a sense of belong-

ry knew that religious move-
ments and institutions flourish,
intain or decline d ing in

Timothy to “be persistent ingistodraw boundaries.
whether the time is favorable or So how does this make it a
ble . di of histo- ble” time for religi

faith? This can be a “favorable™
time to extent that healthy forms

part on socinl circumstances. In
other words, there arc “favorable”
times for religious faith and
“unfavornble” times for religious
foith. In thé United States, we
can discern these fluctuations in
wur own history. Thero have been
periods of religious indifference,
and more than one “Great Awak-
ening” ond sensons of renewed
interest in matters of faith.

or the 19th.

of faith to that sense of
community for which people are
longing. Icalthy forms of faith
can have enormous healing
power. They can help us develop
a positive identity which doesn't
depend on scorning others, The
human need is o8 great, as
urgent, as poignant in the wan-
ing days of the 20th century as it
was in the first century, the 16th

Tep. ma!

Northwest Suburban Inter-
foith Ministerial Association
and Bloomfield Public Access
Television are creating a month-

‘ly program entitled, “What's

Faith Got To Do With It?”

The taped production will run
severs) times throughout the
month: and will feature local
clergy ‘addressing foith issues
from the viewpoints of their own
religious traditions,

Rabbi Amy Brodaky, of West
Bloomfield, who is the assistant
directe* of the Ecumenical Inati
i Southfield, is helping

tute in
organize the new cable show.
She snid the institute already
has an cstablished clergy din-
logue group that brings rabbis,
ministers and priests’ from
ncross the community together
to discuss apecific topics on a bi-
monthly basis,

Brodsky's experience with the
sessions at the Institute have
been very positive. They have
hosted four in the Inst year and
most are comprised of two 90-
minute scusions held on two
evenings.

“The Institute is nn education-
al organization founded on the
iden of having people talk with
cach other to learn about other
religions,” Brodsky said, “We're
not trying to convert anybody.
The idea is that the more you
know and understand nbout
people and their religion the
better you are going to get
along.”

Blazing a trail of understand-
ing is nothing new for Brodsky
who was the fitst Tull-time,
female congregationat rabbi in
the state of Michigan when she
completed school six years ago.
She is happy to report that since

- rond have been ves

. geographic area so that!we can

|
.
l

Cable p;rogfam bri;n‘pgs all faiths into homes

her debut, the number oi’ female
colleagues has grown, She cur-
rently dividea her time between
the Temple Kol Ami in West
Bloomifield and the Institute.
“I'm haping the cable show
will work out’because 'l know
my own prcscntntionsiun t}‘|3

Brodeky stated. i

The dobut program at St,
Owen will featuro the following
participants: Rabbi David Cas-
tiglione, Temple Beth EI, .
Bloomfield Hills; the Rey. Dr.
Phillip Hemko, Beautiful anibr-

Lutheran Church, Bloomfield
Hille nnd Father John H. West,
St. John Center fur Youth and
Family in Plymouth,

Far more information about
programs planned call Rabbi
Amy Brodsky at (218} 363-2434,

)
snid Brodaky, *People thank me
profusely for providing the
oppertunity to have the din-
logue. I just wish it could be
more often.” \

The plan (or the upcoming
cable show includes taking the
film crew on the road to tape
shows nt a half dozen churches,
Filming will be hefore a live
audience. The first program,
entitled *“Who Wrote the Bible?”
will be at St. Owen Catholic
Church in Bloomficld Hills at
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 10,

Dr. Allan Eickelmann of the
Congregational Church in Birm-
ingham will serve ns moderator
for each show, welcoping
clergy.
Brodsky envisio: 1embers
of the guest panel staying
around after each monthly tap-
ing to nddress questions from
the audience. !

“This is a great way to reach
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SUMMER BUNDLE PAKS
PIGNIC PAK :

out to people who won't neces- sandwich buns. $12.99
sarily come to our programa at (foe four hungry peopia $3.25 each)
the Institute,” Brodsky said. y

“We try to do these across a big MEMPHIS BAR-B-QUE PIG OUT

Wet or dry ribs, 86Q chicken, Beef
. ;Mmslaw,mmsm,saqmn;,

(for four REAL hungry people QIQSM)

bring in a larger audience.” -

Brodsky is hoping people,
including members of the hest
churches congregation, rome to
the tapings so there can be a
good interplay between the pan-
elists and the audience,

“My experience has bden that
people are more likely fo come
to something at thejr own

Sterling Heights
33800 VanDyke Rd.
(810) $79-6400

Southfield
29285 Southfield Rd.
(248) 557-0955

BUILD YOUR OWN PAK )
BY THE POUND {feeds 3+4)
Pulled Pork - $8.99
Pulled Chicken 49.99
Siiced Beef Seisket 4999
Siced Turkey Breast .99 1
E2 Campbel Sausage - $6.99
Miss. Delta Far Raised Catfish $7.99
RIBS & CHICKEN(each feeds 1-2)
1/2 smoked chicken ©§439 D
Whoe stab of ribs $16.99
ON THE SIDE

PN e 1 2/QUAKT s J4TLDH foach 25-X0-

Mojo Mid Bar-b-que Sauce

church or synngogue, of they'll -
come if it's nearby,” Brodsky o ) SAVE 10% R SAVE 10% OFF
said. . i B-"1 OFF A PIGNIC PACK | ANY BULK ORDER
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