trish tea: It’s teatime at The
Celtic Shamrock.

Old and new
share space in
Farmington

Good things come

g:ﬂ:&gg in amall packages,
the saying goca, and

thet holds true for
downtown Farming-
ton.  It's smaoller
than the other down-
towns we've featured
o far, but I like the
fact that it's compact.

You can sec just
about everything in
three hours or 8o,
without feeling
rushed. And it's virtually impossible
to get lost there, because cverything
is Inid out along Grand River and
Farmington Road. I also like
the way the city has combined the old
with thenew. You = can  stroll
through the shops in the older build-
ings that line Grand River - includ-
ing those in the venerable old Village
Mall building, which once houscd
Farmington State Bank, on the
gsoutheast corner of Grand River and
Farmington Road. .

And when you're done, you can
walk to the big strip mall that's locat-
¢d behind and partially hidden by
these older buildings. The strip mall

- is located on the enst side of Farm-
ingtan, south of Grand River, and it
includes a Bon Ton Shoppe (one of
my faverite Hallmark gift stores).

*  Here are just some of the many
other things I like about downtown
Farmington:

« The Ceitic Shamrock Irish
import shop, located at 33335 Grand
River Ave. on the first floor of the Vil-
{age Mall, by the building's front
entrance. P'm part Irish and my hus-
band is 100 percent Irish, so I'm
drawn to this shop like a step-dancer
to o *Riverdance” show. Some of the
things yow'll find here include: Irish
jewelry, china, crystal, T-shirts,
‘sweatshirts, sweaters, hats, bouks,
bake mixes, mousc pads with witty
Irish sayings, and artwork. I bought a
picture that anys, “Thero is reagon to
believe that some people can marry
an Irish person and still go on to lead
a normal and productive life." My
husband: said ho was offended. He'll
get over it. Hours are 12-8 p.m. Mon-

" day, 10 n.m.-6 p.m. Tucsday-Friday,
and 10 a.um.-6 p.m. Saturdsy, clueed
Sunday. For more information, call
toll-free (888) 672-7238, or visit the
shop's Web site at www.celticsham-
reck.com .

» Village Hidden Treasures,
" loeated in the basement of the Village
- Mali, beneath Village Clippers salon.
¢+ (There's no clevator. You can access
the gift shop via staira inside the
. mail's front ontrance and by stairs
. that are located in the Village Clip-
- pers salon). This shop is larger than
. you might first suspect and I like it
“ for its selection of collcctible and out-
. of-the-ordinary gift items, Collectible
dolls it carries include: Barbies (and
accesnorics), Ty plush animals
(including Beanie Babies and acces-
. sories), Gene glamour dolls by Ashton
. Drake, Betty Boop, Muffy Vand
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In the dough: Becky Burns and Jeff Pavlik show off fresh loaves from the ovens at their new enter-

prise: the Farmington Bakery.

Sidewalk Stroll

e

Farmington
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ecky Burns and her hushand, Jeff Pavlik,

can’t wait to move to the Farmington area.*l

love this town, the amall downtown atmos-

phore,” says Burns, who with her husband
recently puschased the Farmington Bakery and
plans to move closer to the bakery soon. “At the-
bakery, we sea the same people every day. You get to
know them,” she says. Adds Stephanic Rose, an
employee at Cowley's Old Village Inn in Farming-
ton, “this is a community whera everything is here”

Strolling aleng the busy main streets of Farm-
ington on n BuMmer's evening, it's casy to see that
this town could change its name to “Familyton.” The
community of 10,000 rolls out the welcome mat to
moms, dads, kids and fun seckers of all ages. Hon-
ored twice at the Keep Michigan Beautiful Annual
A‘wnrda Conference, the tidy downtown oozes with
4

fills a niche for families.|

shoppers to take five, If you're in town on o

{nesday or Sunday , be sure to stop at
the Farmington Historical Museum (33805
Grand River Ave., open Wednesdays and the first
Sunday of the month from 1.5 p.m.) for a history
lesson on Farmington’s heginnings in the 18208,
Museum chairman Dick Carvell will tell you every-
thing from how Farmington got its name (early set-
tlers brought the name with them from upstate.
New York) to which Michigan governor lived there
and do."ated his home to the city (hint: he was gov-
ernor .rom 1905-1911).

On the Corner

At the intersection of Grand River Avenue and
Farmington Road lies a huge old building that in
now calied the Village Mall and is filled with
numerous small shops, At Deb's Crafts (33335
Grand River Ave,), you'll find country collectibles, a
fow antique teddy bears, Beanic Babies, candles,

Victorian i and
character and is pretty much isolated from the sur-
rounding. Pier I's and Dress Barna of the world.
Like its pretty flower pots that line the main

thoroughfares in the heart of tha city, Farmington's
perennial flow of activity offers a bouquet of shop.
ping and dining options. Kitschy crafl shops thrive
ucross from an old-time movie house (no 6,000-scat,
state-of-the-art theaters here), while a below-street-
level coffee shop nhnkt;'s it up with hot java and coo)

anda T in new
and used books p just tho right y
for a quick browse before or after your ice cream
o . .

one,
This henest-to-goodness downtown provides a
derful backdrop to a calendar full of city
events, including everything from evening concerts
and ania) hshing derbiea (the upper bretch of the
Rauge River meanders through the area} ton
bustling weckend farmer's mnrket.

Environs

D R is 8 d in the heart of
south Oakland County and is surrounded by Farm.
ington Hills to the north, Livonia to the south,
Southfield to the cast and Novi to the west. To get
there from points east, take 696 west to Orchard
Lake Road. Go south to Grand River Avenue. Make
a right-hand turn and you will soon be in the heart
of downtown Farmington, which is located where
Grand River Avenue and Farmington Road inter-
scet,

Besides the shopping district, Farmington bonsts
soveral parka (Shinwassee, Drake and Masonic, to
name a few) and peaceful havens that invile weary

food and more. Like stained glass? You can
find al} the makings of this colorful art at This ‘N’
That (23612 Grand River Ave,). Kitchen Cre. '
ations (33305 Grand River Ave.) specializes in cake
and candy supplics.

The prettiest lace collection fills Victorian Lace
(33335 Grand River Ave.), along with angel-themed
collectibles, Sports lovers flock to the Sports
Image (33317 Grand River Ave.), especiully Red
Wings fans. You'll find everything from Red Wing
logaed T-shirts and golf shirts to dog leashes and

ot

collars graced with the catchy icemen logo. The
Yellow Durban (33317 Grand River Ave.) draws
thase who love bell bottoms, incense and everything
about the '60a. :

C titch of just about everything i
fills the front window at The Rocking Horse,
(33305 Grand River) while at the Art Alcove
(33305 Grand River Ave.), art lovers can find paint-
ings for theirhome. . ., , ;. :

Into Irish stuff? Duck your head into The Celtic
Shamrock (333356 Grand River Ave.), which spe-
cinlizes in Irish imports. Across the street is the
Civic Theatre (33332 Grand River), a classic old
theater that shows films for $2 and $2.60. At
Books Abound (33336 Grand River), you'll find
new and uscd books. '

Unusual dresses ond other wardrobe necessities
draw sh to Clothes E (33306
Grand River Ave.). Those into beads and arm bands
should spend a few minutes at Bead Bohemia
(33334 Grand River Ave.). Shoe choices abound ot .,
the Village Shoe Inn (33204 Grand River Ave.). .,
Children enjoy the art of creating plaster figurines ,, |
at Fun with Plnster (33406 Grand River Ave). ;.

el

)

‘Go East, Shoppers e
On the cast aide of downtown Farmington is the .
55,000: foot Villnge Ct mall, Be sure , ,

|

to stap here if you like Thai or Italian food. At
Marco’s (327568 Grand River Ave.), white linen
tablecloths, an outdvor dining area and pilesof '
pasta choices grent, guests, Chicken, steak, sole and ~.
scampi dishes nlso prevail (not open on Sundays).

v

The derful world of Thailand comes alive .
through its spicy flavors at the Thai Kitchen
{32734 Grand River). .

Warren's Village Store (32742 Grand River
Ave) peddles cverything from Yankes jor eandles
-“in great supply” to sundresses, furniture, wreaths,
body lations and other decorative items. Home
decor items also take center stage nt Baker Street
(32720 Grand River Ave.), where shoppers can
order draperies, bed sprends, carpet and rugs. Fur-
niture and design scrvices also are available.

Across the street from the Village Commonsis .,
Snturday'’s most popular gathering spot. From9 ™~
a.m.2 p.m., folks from all over the arca flock to the.—
popular Farmer's Market. Spot the white gazebo
and you'll know you're in the right place.

. Also part of the mall mix is the city's original

Queen for a .da?': Glorious gowns at
Suzanne's Bridal.

moll called the Downtown Centeron  —
F ond. A highlight is the family

Bon Ton Shoppe (23320 Farmington Rond), a
treasure trove of decorative items. T

Pago 4, Sectlon (] :

- bear, Boyds Bears, Gund plush ani.
. mals, Closaic Poch, Gotz Play Dolls
. and more. Other things it carries
include: baby items, jewelry, ceram-
ica, candles, glassware, custom gar-
- den stones, Limited Edition Angels

and more. For more information, call
. (248) 477-3388. )

» Farmington Bakery, located at
33260 Grand River, on the north side
of Grand River, eaat of Farmington.
It's tho perfect place to stop for a

+ treat when walking around down.
[ town Farmington. If you're really
nice, you'll bring home some cookics,
muffing, bread or cake for your fami-
ly, too. Phone (248) 442-2360.

Next week: Franklin Vitlage.

Netws of special events for shoppers is included
in this calendar, Senid information to: Malls & Muain-
atrects, c/o Obscrver & Eccentric Newspapers, 805
East Maple, Birmingham, M! 48009; or fax (248)
644-1314. Deadline: Wednesday 5 pan. for publica-
tion on Sunday.

MONDAY, JULY 20
ANALYZING GILLY B
The Mother/Daughter Book Club at Borders Book
Shop discusscs The Great Gilly Hopkins at 7 pm.
The group provides n wonderful opportunity for
mothers nnd daughters to share jdens together and
with others, :
Borders Book Shop, 31150 Southfield Road, Birm-
ingham, (248) 644-1615. -

ART OF COURAGE
Th Coll

hosts an exelusive exhibit

ADDED ATTRACTIONS

Courage,” n tribute to brecst cancer patients. The
show features o mix of medin, from photography to
painting and textilcs, that revenls the renl face of
breast cancer. Continues through July 26,

WEDNESDAY, JuLY 22

CHUCKLES AND QIGGLES .

Livonin Mall hosts “Rosco the Clown” na part of its
Kids Summer Activities program. 1 p.m. at the stage
nenr Crowley's, Free of charge, no registration
required.

Livonia Mall, Scven Mile and Middlcbelt roads.

1
titled “Survivors In Search of a Voice: The Art of

{248) 476-1160. .

THURSDAY, July 23 ;
TRUNK SHOW
View the 1998 fall collection by Carolina Herrera at
Neiman Marcus, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Couture Salon. Con-
tinues July 24, .
Neiman Marcus, Sonterset Collection, Troy. (248)

643-3300.
SUNDAY, JULY 26

GETFIT

Local fitness dynamo Bari Beckett prosents her
four-part viden acries that shows you how to live
your dreams, nchieve your gonls and get fit, all at
the snme time. Ench tope highlights such topics aa
nutrition, cardiovascular training, stretching and
diet supplementation. 3 pm.

Borders Books & Music, 30995 Orchard Lake
Road, Farmington Hills.




