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“ ttention everyone: This is the

Farmington Amateur Radio
. Club, The parade haa begun
at Botsford,

“They're on thuirvwny."

With that moeasage around 10 a.m.
Saturday, Jim Prest of Farmington
Hills put the 14 club members working
communieations for the 38th annual
Parmington Founders Festival parade
on alert.

Not that the club members, some of
whom were in their 16th year on the
club’s parade network, didn't know
what was going on.

Working with walkie-talkies from
assigned sites along the parade route
since carly that morning, they’d been in
almost conatant contact with each other
and with Prest and Chuck Tanton ot the
base station in the Farmington Observ-
er office,

The hame, as radio amateurs are pop-
ularly known, helped coordinate tho
parade by passing messoges bnck and
forth ameng the various parade workers
and officiala via their communications
network,

" Although each could hear the others®
measoges, the relay from Prest served
as o backup in case messages became
garbled, cut by static or otherwise
encountered problems. :

“It's a passive thing,” anid Prest of

b B

. or even a bystander passed out, Medical

Hamming it

M The hams, as radlo ama-
teurs are popularly known,
helped coordinate the
parade by passing messages
back and forth among the
varlous parade workers and
officlals via thelr communi-
cations network.

their porade.participation. But the
group also works such events as the
Walk America and 10K Run and hos
come in handy when a runner or walker

attention summed by radio asrives that
much faster.

“Happily,” he noted, “wo've never hod
to save a life yet.” .

The FARC, as the club is known,
helps out not only with parades and
runs but also makes monthly storm-
warning siren checks.

The activities arc n sort of civil ser-
vice that also benefits the club.

Prest cxplained that the federal gov-
ernment allocates radio frequencics to
amateur radio operators and a lot of pri-
vate companies would like to have those

frequencies for pri-
vate use.

“One way to keep o
frequency is to do
civic work and show
you're deserving of
it,” Prest snid.

The radio club
makes use of two fre-
quency bands: a VHF
— Very High Fre-
quency — channel for
local cvents and
lower frequencies for
short-wave commu-
nications, which lets
members talk around

¢

‘Watching: Sarah Goetzke videotapes the
Farmington Founders Festival Parade July 11,
while the the hams made sure all was well.

the world.

It’s this love of
communication,
often coupled with a
love for radios, that

draws people inte™ .. .

March: Emily Siskosky, 4, left,

Founders Festival Parade Saturdzy,
of Dance. Their shirts read, ‘Parade

amateur radio clubs and becoming
hams, a term that once was used to
refer to amateur actors, Prest said.

Modern applicants must pass federal
tests to get their radio licenses, And the
work that cn.tniln - coupled v«"ilh the

Farmington Amateur Radio Club on guard for parade

and Lauren Schenkel hold hands while walking in the Farmin;ivton
Jully 11, 1998. Both are students at the Barbara Hatch Sc

‘98.

However, what teens don't realize is
the potential for community service that
can be sorely needed in times of natural
disasters, such as forest fires, floods,
storms and carthquakes, and the man-
mndf kind, such as airplane and boat

ease of the Internet
today ~ is killing interest in ham rodio,
particularly among the young, he said.

“Kids are losing interest,” he said.
“It’s too hard. They have to work and
learn,

“FToday it's easier to talk to someone
in another country
on the Internet.”

Just South of Commerce Road
In the Town Center Plaza
(Farmer Jack, Powerhouse Gym)

With a ham license, a person can even
go on vacation in his car or on foot and
intain t ication with

the reat of the world,

“You can always find somebody to talk
to,” Prest said.

Corner of Orchard Lake Rd.,
and Ten Mlle In Farmington

School

And if they're far enough south in the
United States, hams can even hear the,
space shuttle missions — the clubs’ lowen
radie frequencies require that the shut
tle be visible in the sky, he said, and
shuttle orbits are nearer the equator.

As for Saturdoy’s parade? “Smooth as
silk,"” said Prest.
For further information, contact Prest

at 4748765 or Charles Bates at 553-
9301,
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