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Message: The Farmington
Hills City Council sends -
the wrong message to res- .
idents living near Bots-
ford Hospital./ A12

Concrete ldeas: Retaining
walls offer a variety of
styles to add beauty to the
yard./D8
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SENTER
Famlly fun: Make plans to
attend the 149th annual -
Highland Games at~
Greenmead Historical
Park in Livonia., 21

Muslc: You don’t have to
travel to Boston to hear
this famous “Pops” -
orchestra. IY'll be perform-
ing at the Fox Theatre in
Detroit on Aug. 1./E1
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Staylng safe: Real estate
professionals face special

challenges when showing. ...
homes./F1 v

8 Cathy Webb was elected
president of the Farming-
ton School Board Tuesday.

The new president
of the Farmington
Board of Education
isn't new w the lender-
.ship role at all,

Cathy Webb, whe
was unanimously solected Tucsday
night to oversce the school board dur-
ing 1998-99, served at the helm in
back-to-back years earlier this decade.
She suceceds Linda Enberg.

Both during and after the meeting,

Webb, 46, downplayed the-sclaction
hasized that Farmi
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e s Py mpe vt
-Putting you In touch '
_ with your world

ting: Viola the cleph

and instead
ton's school bonrd is driven
work.,

“It's an honor to be able to serve in
the capacity of president,” Webb said
following thie meoting. “But again, it ia
really only one role. I beliove the
strength of this board ia its seven mem-

Pleaso see SCHOOLS, AG

It’s been
1 year
for teen

Exactly ono year ago today, Melissa
Garr was poalside at Farmington Glen
Aquatic Center. She was baby-sitting
three children when a heavy tree
branch fell for no apparent reason.

The branch struck Melissa on the
cad, k her into a coma and
jolting an entire community,

Plense 560 re‘stea story page A3

Many miraculous things have hap-
pened - and continue to happen - since
then, as Melissa recovered to the point
where she returned to Farmington
High School a8 a part-time student
during the second semaester of the
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Marks says
he'll vete your
conscience

Ben Marks' aurvival in political circles
didn't come by pacifying people. .

“I can't pleaso everybody; I can't be
everything to everybody. Al I can be is the
best representative I can be,” said Marks,
76, who is seeking the Republican nomina-
tion in the 18th Diatrict Qakland-County
Commissieners race. o

The primary is Aug. 4. Marks ix pitted
agoinst Jonnne Molin and Farmington
Hills Council member Terry Sever in the
GOP runoff for the seat held by longtime
commissioner Donn Wolf.

Marks, who.is dircctor of Longacra Com-
munity House, is well-versed in Farming-
ton Hills politics. Ho served on city council
from 1983-92, including a term as mayor in
1987,

He served a.term ns president of the
Michigan Municipal League.

Prior to elective office, the licensed
builder scrved on the planning commission
and charler commission, In his wake, ho
left o few broken eggs ahells behind,

[ don't know if I shoot from the hip, but
I'm forthright,” Marks said. * You'll sce me
coming all the time.”
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Loyal patron: Harry Avagian uses the Farmington Hills library
alm’fst every day as a place to tutor students,
it

dent Brandon P
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P phant has ¢ role more glamourous than just
she makes her entrance under the big top of the Kelly Miller

Under the big top

Circus

raisiné tilc big top as
Saturday in Founders

ment.: .
" Foundera Sports Park. At lenst 100
" ous folks popped in to sce Viola, the
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Smile:
gets a circus bualloon
from a clown.

ing

‘On Saturday moming, K.c‘lly‘ Miller Circus
caravan orrived to set-up in Farmington Hills
yank the chains on_thg tent poles u’f‘Wﬂdn'

turned
« couldn't help

the feat of
strength and,

Miller's trav-
eling outfit is
one of only
cight tent cire

ing
has dwindled from 14

operations jast year.

interest are cited as
rensons for the travel-

/&lci:line. :

- The greatest show comes to town

ith the greatest of ease, the big top v
) went up as did expectations and excite- i
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guests Saturday. T

es remain-
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ntry. That number
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“When these kids gqu up, there will be no more tent
_circuses left,” said Pop Corn, o Kelly Miller Circus clown
ided an overview th h k

tf and ready to invite
{ filler Circus is one of
the few old-fashioned circuses left in Ameria.

Yy

urance, traveling
ts and a lack of

teht circuses’

4 megap:
the tent raising. "So, you kids are nll a part of history.”
Before the television age, the traveling circus often
provided tho sole source of entertainment.
With ita' ditzy clowns, daring feats and dozzling ani-
mal acts, the lure of the traveling show was not to be

during

Plcaso sca CIRCUS, A3 -
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Voters go to pollsy for
3rd time on library

For the third timo in less than a
decade, e tax proposal to improve the
Farmington Community Library will
be decided by voteus.

But this timo, things ara differont.
Or, at loast Library Director Boverly
Papai hopos they are, Voters will
decido on on $11.7 million proposal
during the Tuosday, Aug. 4 primary
election, :

According to Pnpni, the third tax
attompt was put together only after

iving significant focdback — from
the Farmington and Farmington Hills
city councils and from r idents -

1993 were not successful.

Papai satd this year's version is so
far garnering positive responsc from
the public. She cited at least two sen-
sons: it’s a “grassroots” campaign,
fucled by tho offorts of many volun-
teors; residenta like the idea of expand-
ing the Hills branch, at its current 12
Mile Road location, instead of building
a now facility elsowhere,

“Wa looked at the fact that voters
twice anid no new library at a new loca-
tion,” Papal anid.

Both city councils also helped spark

about why provious bids in 1989 and
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Improvements eyed

Please se6 Telated story page A4

“Thia mont will disappenr,” said Bev-.

erly Papni, looking through the window
toward the south side of the Farming-
ton Hills branch of the Farmington
Community Libyary.

But the director of the two-branch
library will be the first to tell you that
enhancing her window view isn't what
the $11.7 million tax proposal is about.
It's about ehminating a space rut ~ and
bringing the heavily used libraries inta
the 21st century,

Voters will have an opportunity to
make that happen during the primary
clection on Tucsday, Aug. 4.

If the pucknge wina at the polls, that
moat arcn outside Papai's current
office would be replaced by a 36,000-
square-foot addition, linked to the
existing concrete-over-stect 1972 facili-
ty by n breezeway for the central circu-
lation service arca. Of the total propos-
al, $8.8 million would pay for the addi-
tion, along with 148 ndditional parking
spaces.

i for both libraries

Farmington Community
Library Millage

\f approved, the .6 mill over 15 yeats
will cost the average homeowner with
ahome assessed at $100,000 (and with
amarkot value of $200,000) $80 0
yoar or 88 a month.

Ancther $2.4 millien wauld

o Hills ellity, with $1.02 million in

improvementa for the 23-year-old
Farmington branch. Papai snid both
branches are among the most heavily
used public librarics in Michigan.

“Our needs are critical,” Papal con-
tinued. “Without relief things will not
improve ... We have the reputation as
one of the best libraries in the state.

We can't continue that with the (space)
limitations we have.” .

The proposal calls for a 0.6-mill tax
for 16 years. The owner of a home &
assessed at $100,000, with a market
value of $200,000, would pay $60 more
per year in taxes.
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