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POINT OF VIEW

of the riots in Detroit were atill
smoldering and people were still
* Jooking ¢ each other in shock, that I
first atarted hearing the rumors.
.- There.was this Catholic priest, pre-
maturely gray but with fire in his
oyes and quicksilver on his tongue.
-And there was his sidekick, a softspo-
ken woman who scemed much, much
bigger than her 5-feet-4 height when
sho started organizing things.
T “Together they wero d to be

E t mso ynnrs ogo, whcn tho ashes

and a black hand renchmg out but not’

yet touching. But Father Bill and
Eleanor scon gathered a cadre of
earnest and well-intentioned folks,

‘- attracted by tho idea of doing some-
thing practical at the grass-roots level
that would pmvide some measure of,
well, hope. .

In 1971 they catablished The Com- .

modity Supplemental Food Program
to provide free monthly food rations to
pregnant women, post partum moth?

doing something to rebuild a city that
the riots had revealed as a hollow
shell. Doing something to bring the
- yaces together. It had an odd name
- pnd odder punctuation.
. Ihnd just started the company that
_owns this newspeper, and even froma
* Buburban pompcchve, 1 was hornﬁed
and dismayed at what was k
* to & once-great city. So it was only
logical a little later on that I should
sit down with Father William Cun-
ningham and Eleanor Josaitis to talk
about what they wero doing at
- Focus:HOPE.
In'the bcgmmng, Focus:HOPE was
little more than its logo, a white hand

ers, children up to the age of 6 and
acniors more than 60. When I visited
Focus:HOPE back then, it was protty
scruffy but effective; lota of surplus
food was being gathered and dis-
tributed, efficiently and compussion-
ately, to n whole lot of folks who need-
ed it,

Time passed. I was busy with other
things. f saw Father Bill and Eleanor
from time to time, ulwnyn filled with
hope and optimism, always brimming
over with new projects. By then, Bl“
was inly the best sal

lots of hand-me-downs. The .
Focus:HOPE that I entered was mod-
ern, high-tech, lime green and gray,
complete with new machine tools and

* computers and classrooms and filled

with earriest young men and women.
Today the Machinist Training

'Inshtuuz provxdcn up-to-date training

and metal

[ PHIL POWER

always leave behind.

And then the day came when I was
serving as chair of the Michigan Job
Training Coordinating Couneil and
trying to design a job training system
that would provide Michigan workers
with the skills and productivity to get
and keep good-paying jobs, We had
given some grants to Focus:HOPE,
and I thought I'd better go down to
their headquarters to have a look at
what they were doing with our .
money.

I never will forget the shock cf

Mu:lngnn, mnpmg wealth and hn!p

from the mighty, while Eleanor toiled
-along in the background, cleaning up
after the mesaea that great salesmen

lking into the Father Bill
and Eleanor had built. The . -
Focus:HOPE 1 remembered was, well,
small and very low budget, filled with

workmg fnr more than 300 students.
Since it waa started in 1981, it hasa
100 percent placement record for the
more than 1,500 graduates whose
skills are in short supply in area busi-
nesses.
And today’s Focus:HOPE has a
ildering variety of offerings rang-
mg fmm the Center for Advanced
i (gmntmg dited
uring,

mg und 1cchnology) to I‘mat Step (a

Help celebrate 30th anniversary of Focus: HOPE

and 49,000 volunteers, participants
and contributors,

But lest year, Father Bill Cunning-
ham died of cancer, and a tornade
roared down Onkland Boulovard, rip-
ping a chunk out of the Focus: HOPE
campus. Elednor Josaitis stepped for-
ward into big shoes and started filling
big holes.

This Saturday, Focus:HOPE is ccl-
ebrating its 30th anniversary, just a
little bt Iater than the actual
anniversary date of March 8. “There
has just been too much grieving for
Bill,” explained Eleanor. “But we hope
cverybody will come on down and see
what we've built.”

The celebration runs from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Saturday, July 25; at 3355
Oakland Boulevard, Detroit.

In my view, what they've built is
t to

k program up, math, hing less than &
ications and akxl]s) hope.
* 80 graduates can enter Fast ’l‘ruck (to Phil Power i i thmrman of. Home-
prepare students to enter the Machi Town Ce Network Inc.,

ist Training Institute). -

. Today’s Focus:HOPE is big busi-
ness, with a $62.6 million budget,
around one million square feet of
space on 40 acres, 786 staff colleagues

the company that owns this newspa-,
per, He welcomes your comments, . -
either by voice mall at (734) 953! 2047,
Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at
ppower@oeonline.com ’

-LETTERS

ﬂne job

wmh to comment on the two letters
written to the editar, published on
July 2, 1998, regarding the June 21
article on the Kornacki family.
The Kornacki parents approached
- Our Lady of Sorrows school over a
- ‘year and a half ago regarding the
kindergarten admission of their son
Greg, who has spina bifida, At the
. time, the principal, Roberta Clemak,
. nnsurcd them that they would be
. happy to work with Greg. At thia Inte
- date, tho decision was reversed
'unfmr]y. The three familics who are
. unknown to the Kornacki family, yet
: who wroto in obvious support, are to
. bo commended. Tho family is touched
by your support and I thank you per-
sonally. -
uyse However, 1 wonld hke to address
the letter from Nell Young, who obvi-
ously hits made uninformed assump-
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tions that I would like to clear “for the
record.” I will quote her letter “Bo
fair. Get all the facts.” I advise her to
follow her own advice. I have known
Greg, since he was an infant. I do
have all the facts. A child who can
bike around the neighborhoed (on &
special bike) without assistance, can -

. move from room to room at school
without assistance. He had done so,
inside that same school for the lost
two years, during Sunday school and
vacation Bible school.

As far as a ramp was discussed,
Nancy and Ed offered to pay for a pro-
fessionally constructed ramp that
meets all building code requirements.
Never was the word “homemade” dis-
cussed. The specific cl thata

huilds

pansion that is

Y taly T

be
Would linbility be a concern? Takea .

look at the risk of playing on the Sor-
rows playground. T am not suggesting
that the playground is unsafe. In fact,
it is o nice place that I have taken my
own child to play at. Like any play-
ground, there are plenty of clevated
areas to fall from. Indeed, less risk
would be involved on auch a small
ramp, less than falling off the curb in
Sorrows parking lot.

The fact is that Greg was denied
admission to Our Lady of Sorrows
simply because he sits instead of
stands, He does not require a full time
aide. Hxs parents would never have

ramp was needed for involved one

step of a few inches above the ground -
., (n second exit for emergencies).
A ramp for such a small drop would
certainly be in keeping with the new
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if Greg could not

. handle himself in the eavironment.

No parent wants to set their child
up to fall. Monsignor Hurley has obvi-
ously used the school administration
as a a scapegoat for his decision.

4
pposed to.

Shame on him for presenting the
story in any other way. Kudos to your
reporter for domg a fine job on the
story,

Dianne Reynolds
Farmington Hills

Just imagine

Almost every week 1 go to at least
one of my two favorite places.
They are the Farmington Library
branches. I borrow about cight books
a month. While there [ peruse the |
various magazines and newapnpers.
Sometimes I lock up stocks in Value
Line. Occasionally I check out videos;
some of these are free and others hnve

cither. Subscriptions to the many
periodicals I read there would be
quite expensive. And a ycar’s sub-
scription to Value Line costs $570.
Then there's the two-hour per dny
free linkage to the Internet the :
library pmvxdes. And there are mnny
other services to adults, teenngers

* and children too numerous to mention

here. . :
- Just imagine if we had to pay pri- ©
vately for all these materials and ser-;
vices, Not many of us could do s0. We!
and our families would suffer depriva:
tion of pleasure and knowledge. :
1 believe public libraries, which
often are taken for granted, give us
one of the best_vnluez we have for our!
tax rnonies. Am 1 going to vote for the!

value of $2,400 or more. Paperback
copies aren't too cheap anymore

. a rental fee of only $1.60.
"To buy the hardbound books would - 453z millage P"W“g::]ﬁ"::;_; o
cost me at least.$25 cach. I thereft Of course. I‘d be ;rnzy ot to.
take out each year books with a total . Lydia Rizzo

Farmington Hills

Broadcasting Live: Gary Obrien
Noon-6 on Saturday July 25th

SPECIAL BONUS for ¢veryone who donates $100.00 1o MS.:
1 $50 OFF from Eaton Nursery purchase or
i $50 OFF tree work from Jasso Tree Service

Summer Fun at Cranbrook

institute of Science

The Robot Zoo

June 13 through September 7, 1998

Most z00s only allow you o look at the animals.
This exhibil ollows you to interact with eight g
lorgarhan-life robolic beasts through computer
imeractive and honds-on displays. In oddilion o W
leamming how real animals fundtion, you con even soe live
onimals @t Cronbrooks Nature Placs, This exhibit is spamored by

TIME, Silicon i Graphics ond FANUIC Robotics.

WOW! NEW FAMILY EVENING SHOWS

Looking for something difforent to do on Fridoy or Soturdoy night?
Pack o pienic or purchase tasty dinners at Cranbrook Institute of
Scionco. Sit back ond -olax in one of our new weokend

family shows, Thay ore suro fo axcito and delight kids g

and grown-ups alikel
Laser Beatles

Friday & Saturday, 7pm {All ages)
Enjoy the music of one of the grectes) and mos! §
laved bands of cll time, the Boatles, set lo brilliont

lasor imogoes! Fun for the entire familyl

Secrets of the Summer Sky

Friday & Soturday, 8pm {Ages 5 and up)
Travel 9,000 miles in this indoor celestial voyage. From the North Pole
wa travel south lo Michigan to explore the stors and planets visible in
our current night sky. The journey continues to tha equatorial trepics to
viow nightfime wonders not visible from Michigan. We return just in

tima to watch o beautiful sunriso.

LCHARBROTK.

SCIENCE

and picnic sites.

1221 N Woodward Ave, Bloomfield Hills
just north of downtown Birmingham

There’s more to oxplore at Cranbrook:
Gardens, nature trails, A Museom, historic homes

1-877-GO-CRANBrook
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