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can get.

“Hopefully, this is to bring parents and profes-
sionals together to discover different ways to sup-
port parents,” Sayers said. “Both in and out of the
NICU.” .

Mont, if riot all, parents of premature babies
have no idea what te look for or what to expect
after learning their child is about to bo born many
weeks carlier than expected, s was my davghter,
Elizobeth, born at 26 wecks gestation and 1 1b,, 14
oz, in November 1994, .

Tho unexpectedness and uncertainty of the pre-
emio cxperience is one that ia filled with anxiety,
worry and even a little disappointment.

“Wait a minute. I'm not ready for this,” parents
of very premature babies often say. “Will my baby
be disabled? Will my baby bo able to survive such
an carly birth? What kind of a chanco does my
baby have for a normal lifo after such an abnormal
beginning?” :

And, on top of that, parents find out they won't
be bringing a chubby checked baby home to the
nursery. They also won't be met with an onslaught
of relatives eager to bring home gifts and good tid-
ings, to welcome the newest addition of the family.

What preemie parents do find out - if they are
lucky ~ is their tiny child will spend weeks, maybe
months, growing in a mnkeshift uterus in neonatal

intensive care units, Visitors will bo infreq
and few, partly becauso it is such a physical impas-
sibility to cram relatives in rooms filled with incu-
bators and other life-sustaining equipment,

There are some stuffed animals, But thoy have
to share space with tubes and monitors.

On top of all that is tho shock of having a baby
many woeks ahead of schedule. Parents of pro-
emies find themselvos unexpectedly thrown into
the NICU maze, But, for baby’s sake, thoy can't
recoil. Instead, they have to stand up, brush away
the fears and worries and adjust. Thoy have to
tako notcs, listen to doctors and nurses, loarn thy
medieal jargon and be there for thelr child.

Parents who log countless hours next to NICU
cribs and isolottes improve the odds that their pre-
emie children will become healthy enough to come
homoe to that too-long-cmpty nursery.

But becoming informed is another avenue
townrd achieving that goal, That is why there
never can be enough workshops, seminars and con-
ferences about a delicate subject that many people
just don't know mach about,

Saturday’s Cobo conference is only the start as
far as Sayers is concerned. .

“We're already planning for next year,” she said,

Elizabeth Smith's dad is a reporter for the Farm-
ington Observer. .

Authors, advocates to address seminar

Following arc some of the

ing Parents of Promatures,” Foundation, and Preemie-L, an

guest spoakers during Satur-
day's *“Empowering Parcnts of
Premature Infants: A Conference
for Parcnts and Profeasionals.”

B “A Different Journey: Reac-
tions to a Premature Birth,”
Deborah L. Davia, Ph.D.;
Michael Hynan, Ph.D.; Mara
Tesler Stein, Pay.D.

Helen Harrison, author; Becky
Hatfield, advocate,

8 “A Kinder, Gentler Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit,” Willinm G.
Cvetnic, M.D.; Doug Derleth,
M.D.; Read McCarty, President
and CEO, Childron’s Medical.
Ventures Ine,

Internet resource forum for par-
ents. The program will take
place from 9 a.m. to 5:46 p.m,
Saturday at the Cobo Confer-
ence/Exhibition Center. (Regis-
tration ia from 9-9:30 a.m.)

For more information, call |

Elaine Sayers at (248) 543-4168.
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Republic Bank’s
Piamond Money
Market Account

Add some sparkle to your savings porifalio,
With a Dlamond Money Market Account,
you can Increase your eurnings and stili
access the cash you need.
« Secure a solld 5% carnlngs rate
* Access your earnings with

check-writing privileges
 Malrtaln a minimum balance

of ouly $5.000

Any way you cut 1t, Republic Bank
makes your moncy work for you.

REPUBLE

* The Multizfaceted

Savings Gem

Call 1-800-758-0753 to open your Diamond Account today!
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Featuring Studio, 1 & 2 bedroom spacious apartments!
o Restaurant-style dining * Fun-filled activities ® Housekeeping
» Scheduled transportation ¢ 24-hour staffing

Home Health Care Agency on site.
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45182 West Road
Novi, Ml 48377
(248) 669-5330
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APARTMENY AVAILADLE
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GRAND COURT
FARMINGTON HILLS

36550 Grand River
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

(248) 476-7478

WESTLAND

37501 Joy Road -
Westland, Mi 48185

{734) 451-1155

H ‘Wo grossed $21.2
milllon last year. We've
soen good growth and
there will be more with
the expansion of pro-
grams.'

Ben Maibach II

—YMCA board chairman
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22 years. He, too, has scen the
organization’s focus change over
the years,

“It has moved from tha more
traditionn] programming te
reaching out to the community
and delivering to where we are
needed, Community needs
include child care at church ‘and
schoo! sites and working actively
with other agencies, In Farming-
ton we work with the middle
school after-school program.

“We've come to realize that
none of us has all the resources

separately, but'collectively can

make many contributions. We
have reached out to become a’
partner in the community.”

we do,” said Maibach,
adding that 'th_‘u metro consor-

ation depnrln'mnw. .
“We havo strong bohind-the-
scenes par hips, Ouv mis.

tium now i 8
in three countics: Oakland,
Macomb and Wayne.

The old downtown Dotroit
YMCA building brought the
organization $6 million in a salo
to make way for the now Tiger
Stadium. A new building will be
cerected somowhere downtown,

*“Wo will be working with
(Detroit) Mayor Dennis Archer
and (Wayne) County Executive
Ed McNamara once tho casino
issue is sottled,” Maibach said.
Thoe YMCA board of directors
doesn't want to be noighbora
wi}l;l o gambling institution, he
anid.

*“Wo grossed $21.2 million last
year, in rovenues,” Maibach
added, “Wo've seen good growth,
and there will bo more with
expansion of programs. Things
are going very well for the “Y."
We have bridged the transition
from multiplo issuea to one koy
issue. It's truly a community-dri-
ven orgal tion.” .

‘What started out as the Young
Men's Christian Aseociation was
primarily known for providing
hotels for transicnt young men
in stately downtown buildings
across America during the 19208
and 1930s, The YMCA has meta-
morphosed into an activa force of
community life in the 1890,
emphasizing activities for men,
women and children in every nge
group. Many programs aro
offered off-site, The YMCA
works with many agencies, such
as the Palico Athlotic League
and community parks and recre-

gion is differont today than it
was years ago when wa had the
large residential facilitiea which
would be costly to run. Today wa
serve our communitios bottor.
‘We are now in a position to move
strongly forward.” .

In a joint effort with Chrysler
Corp., a new YMCA building
will be constructed in Rochester
this year. Tho city of Milford also
has plans to build a YMCA facil-
ity soon, N

‘Overseeing Barton-Malow con«
struction projocts in fields as
varied as automotive, health
care, sports and education
requiros ndgrgnt. l‘ionl of l"orol-

ght an
brings that same dedication to
‘his service to tha YMCA board.

“It's hard to switch gears and
not be yourself,” ho said.

In addition to the YMCA,
Maibach is a director of the
Amorican Red Cross ond o
trustec of New Detroit, Ine. The
father of Ryan, 24, a Barton-
Malow project enginecer,
Maibach has received awards
from the Boy Scouts of America,
the Enginecering Society of
Detroit, and an honorary doctor-
ate of' onginesring - from
Lawrence Technological Univer-
ity in Southfield.

The Farmington YMCA has
monthly memberships ranging
from $30 to $60. Hours are 6:30
a.m. to 10:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday, 65:30 c.m. to 6
p.m. Saturday and 10. to 6. Sun-
day. Call 553-4020.

Church concert set for Sunday

Antioch Lutheran Church
hosta a concert 7:30.9 p.m, Sun.

- day, July 26.

Tho church is on the northeast
‘corner of Farmington Rond and
13 Mile. . "

A youth choir ministry from

Cambridge Lutheran Church in -

Minncsota will be performing an
upbeat concert including Christ-
ian contecmporary music and
drama. There will be about 60

high achool students from differ-
ent denominations coming
togother to put the show on.

The concert’s theme this year
ia “In His Presence.” The concert
will be geared for all ages.
Everyono is welcome, The Cam-
bridge Lutheran Church youth
choir embarks on a yearly out-
reach program during summer
and tours all over the country
performing at avery stop.

Vacation Bible school set

Farmington Hills Baptist
Chirch invites children ages 4
through junior high to Vacation
Bible School on Monday, July 27
through Friday, July 31 from 8
o.m. to 11:30 a.m.

. The theme is “Passport to the
Holy Land; Following Jesus
Every Day.” The church is at
28301 Middlebelt, north of 12
Mile. For further information, -
call 861-0310.
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a Bagel Pack or Bagel Bunch
or $1.00 off a baker's dozen
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- Taste For YOURSELF.
Onvy Tre NAME Has CHANGED.
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a Bacon Turkey Bravo or
Aslngo Roast Beef Sandwich
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You'll recognize all your fresh fuvorites from Saint Louis Bread.




