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Eight Mile readies for sprucing

Eight Mile Rond is headed for broom
times soon, &
On July 26-31, Eight Mile will undergo

a’clean up. Businesses and individuals’

will take part in the event, which
involves litter pick up, weed pulling and
flower planting. .

“We oncourage businesses te tak
responsibility for their success by main-
taining an attractive facado,” said Shar-
1an Douglas, Eight Mile Boulevard Asso-
ciation executive president.

“The Eight Mile Clean Team” secks to
beautify the 27-mile boulevard that
stretchea from I-276 on the westsido to I-
84 on the eastside, and beyond.

Tho ovent is coordinated by the Eight
Milo Boulavard :Assosintion, which
recently marked its fifth anniversary.
Th.e.association horiored Farmington

Hills City Council membor Jon Grant, -

wh served as bonzd chairman.

The nssociation consists of 18 cities
that border on Eight Milo botween tho
major freoways and has grown to includo
civic izati busi and indi-

“When weo'ro finished, there will be 18
of theso signs where thero are city lim:
ita,” Douglas said.

Southeastern Michigan Council of Gov-
ornments and Metropolitan Affairs
Coalition honored the Eight Mile associa-
tion for joint public and private acctor ,
partnerships.

The association receives money from
i busi
Dy

viduala: . ..

Since forming, the association has
planted gardens and signs on tho median
to indentify citics. A marker denotes the
boundary Farmington Hills shares with
L.ivu_nin. Botsford:Hospital sponsored the
sign. .

contributors as
well-as from federal and stato grants,
Memborships range from $8 individual
to $1,008 for founder,

“It renlly is a collaborative elfort,” Dou-
glas said, “Wo think the results are
greater than tho sum of the parta.”

Cleaning up: Eight Mile Road will be the target be_:}:’imxing this

weekend for a sprucing up, an event coordinated
Mile Boulevaxd Association.
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will it next to her pisno-playing
mother during a Farmington
Community Chorus concert at
Heritage Park. Last August,
about 500 candle-holding people
showed up for n similar concert,
held to pay tribute to Melissa ~
at that time atill hanging an to
lifo in tho hoapital.

* “This time, Melissa will be

there turning the pages for me,”,

Susan Garr said Monday, under-
standably still choked up with
emotion about the subject,

Garr noted that having Melis- *

sa next to her on tho piano bench
“will just feel right ... That'a
where she should be and where
she wants to be." o
Part of the community already

saw Molissa sit next to her
mother at a concert, during the
rocent Farmington Founder's
Festival, *It seemed perfectly
natural for her to bo there,”
Moanwhile, this afternoon,
Melissa will . roturn to the.swim

club for o low-key party to mark |

the first anniversary of the acci-
dont. The party will help the

teen thank those who kept her
in their prayers during her long,
tough recovery, said Susan Garr.

Among those expected to
attend are Laura Hryczyk and
Melissn McKay, the Farmington
Qlen lifeguards who performed
CPR on Melissa while
paramedics arrived.

. “Sho wants to colebrete,”

H ‘And when people see Melissa now, they see a
visible sign of God's prasence. People who had

You've Lived A Life =
Of Dignity, Independence
- And Choice.

At Botsford Commons’ Assisted Living Center
You Don’t Have To Change AThing. -

) Ap‘ngqncing the opening ;)f
Botsford Commons Assisted

Living Center. This innovative -
S (facility, located In an historic '
Tid newly renovated Albert Kahn-designed

-a

o L]
building in Farmington Hills, offers a caring environment for those who need
support to maintain daily living routines. Residents receive assistance only with
the services needed and requested, encouraging each individual to remain as

independent as possible in a safe and secure envi-
ronment. Cemer.rcsidents retain privacy and
Jomfort in individual apartments while their -
psychological and social needs are met through “<E22 ===
) a variety of programs and group activities. Easily accessible commu;ity 1vi'n'g."’ o
dining and social areas complement comfortable accommodations with private
ﬁ;‘f’% baths and generous séagg for treasured personal furnishings. The-
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independence and choic ;

center features a chapel, clinical offices and a full range of health
care services inqluding geriatric assessment programs. As an older
adult, you've lived a 1if; that has been one characterized by dignity,

t should continue to be. When you choose
Botsford CommonstA':_ssisted Living Center, you insure that the next
chépter of your llfef is filled with the same richness of choice and
independence to which you are accustomed and that you deserve.

For more information, call 248-477-1646.

HEALTH CARE CONTINUUM
28050 Grand River Avenue, Farmington Hillg, Mt 48336-5933 - f
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any doubts about thelr falth are really moved.’ '

Susan Garr-
—Tecn’s mom

‘Susan Garr anid. “She's.inviting
her frionds.” '

The club is protty much tho-

same now a8 it was then, except
trees surrounding the pool have

_ been heavily trimmed, sald
Farmington Fire Marshal
Josoph Schornack.

Garr added that a blood drive
for the American Red Cross, in
Melissa’s name, is taking place
9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Thuraday,
Aug. 6 at the Farmington Hills
Fire Department Headquarters,
at Orchard Lake-11 Mile. Melis-
sa's dad is Hills Fire Lt. Michael
Garr. .

According to Susan Garr, her
daughter's appearance at noxt
week's concert is not being done
to garner publicity, but for the
family to give thanks.

“We normally perform out
there once a ycar,” she said.
“We're not really dedicating this
to her. But we wanted to thank
people and we remember the
concert from last year. We do
want to let people see Melissa,

*And when peoplo see Melissa
now, they sce a visible sign of
God's presenco, People who had

.....any-doubts about their faith are

really moved.”
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When people sco Meliasa now,
they also see a “pretty typical 17-
year-old” except for the fact she
uses n cane and ankle ‘a}:llnta to
got around; Lo

“Sho is very stubborn, very
determined and very tcenaged.
Which is a good sign for us,”
Susan Garr said. y

The signs nlso, “are good” as far
88 Mclissa's physical and mental
recovery are concerned., In
February, she returned to Farm-
ington High School for limited
courde work and in 1998-99,
“we'll try a full lond” of classes.
Susan said Melissa wants to

.graduate in June, with tho rest

of her classmates,

And, since April, Melissa has
been living with her mother, fol-
lowing two months at tho Rain-
bow Rehabilitation Center.

Although Meliasa is on tho
road toward recovery, the fact
that some treat hor differontly
than'they did before the accident
is botheraome to the teen. - ™

*She wants to get on with her
life, with being as normal as she
can be,” Susan Garr said. “But -
people roact to -hor-differently-—
because shé is differont.” . .
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RESTAURANT

atic Thai Dishes
. « LUNCH SPECIALS FROM 11-4 PM &
* CARRY OUT & CATERING AVAILABLE-
Cockuails Now Available

’ - Reservations (248) 626-6313 v
. ' 6635 Orchard Li. Rd. nt Muple ¢ Old Orchard Shopping Cr.,
¥ HOURS: MonThur 11 AM-10 PM, Fel, & Sor. 11'AM:11 PM, Sun. 12.9 PM
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