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Dance ovents continue on Sun-
day at the Ficld House on the
Univorsity-Michigan Dearborn’
cnmpus, A pre-championship
competition in the morning is
open to all dancors who have
never won a chompionship. The
North American Highland
Championship will follow. Three
premicre pipera will accompany
the dancers. ’

Alexandra Bennett ia only 7,
but sho hns been dancing since
sho was 4, and has won lota of
medals. “It'a [un,” she says. Hor
mom, Geralyn, teaches High-
land Dance and has fond memo-
ries of going to the games and
competing.
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“My mom was from Scotland,”
she snid. “Wo still have family
thero, Dancing mado me feel con-
yrected to them, It's something I
did that was different from the
other girls in school who wore
taking ballet and tap, It was
neat. I still hang out with people
1 danced with when I was 87

Haorold Higgins of Livonia is a
piper. “The pipers sot the paco
for the dancers,” he said. Higgina
has been playing the pipes for
six years. His grandmother's
fram Scotland, and playing the
pipes was something he always
wanted to do; His family is
pleased with his decision.

“I've been taking lessons and

learning, It’s difficult, you have
to bo disciplined, and prioritize,”
snid Higgins who works for the
Livonia Police Department. “I
practico o haif hour to an hour a

oy, - .

He'll be competing in the solo
pipo competition at the games,
and with the St, Androws Society
Pipo and Drum Band.

Frank Stasa I1I unjoys compot-
ing in the athletic events. He's
onoe of those big guys who does
all those crazy things like throw-
ing a cabre, the thing that looks
like a telophone pole, and a ham-
mer. Thesa tests of strength are
a Scottish tradition. .

Last year Stasa took third

after losing her baby an Christ-
mas 1996,

“It really is about igniting this
rhythm, an ancient primal
rhythm that rveaily got me
through after losing the baby. I
couldn’t become the woman 1
was before. As a woman, 1 really
didn't know what I could draw
on to even wake up in the morn-
ing and want to be a part of the
living room with !!m spirits of

o

H 'It's not a backing
band. As you know -
that’s not the Inten-
tion. It's very much
about the musiclan-
ship. You work as a
team.’ .

Tori Amos

at The Palace

the dead,” Amos exp

“I was trying to make contact
with the being I wasn't nble to
save ot even bargain her life for,
It was completely out of my
hands so I spent a lot of time by
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the water, by this river where 1
was. I just started to see how.the
water had this rhythm in its
structure. Sometimes it was real-

P MUSIGAL, PRODUCTIONS X..

b81¥D.

Y340 IML 40 WOTHVHA

ol 3L LAEVIUS'

SNIN

ssional cast of singers

453N

w-stopping hits from
Phantom of the Opera,

*

West Side Story,
The Lion King,
Beauty and the
Beast, and more!

nvig'Ausls

637 v iS¥aE ANITONY

.
on

sefsaraneasin

tre,

1y turbulent, sometimes it was

" quite fluid. [ wanted to feol that

inside of my being."
While sitting by the river, she
explained, it “dawned on her” to

_ go back to tho piano.

“After staring at the water for
many, many days ‘Pandora’ (the
song ‘Pandora’s Aquarium’),
started coming. I knew there was
a rhythm to build into the writ-
ing of the songs. I knew I had to
record it live. Once I made that

-decision, 1 know that then I

would have to take a full instru-
mentation with me,” Amos
explained.

The change brought about a
domino cffect, she added.

“The other songs (fram previ-
ous albums) got jealous, They

said, ‘Why can't T have that too. .

So a lot of the old songs are
being reworked.”

The thick, rich sound in songa
like “Spark” required that Amos
bring along a band on tour,
something she know would be
chatlenging.

“It really is challenging
becnuse you have to.work as a
unit. It can't be all about you all
the time,” Amos said accompa-
nied by a chuckle.

“It's not a backing band. As
you know that’s not the inten-
tion. It’s very much about the
musicianship. You work as a
team.”

Adding a band to her live
shows isn't the only major
change that Amos has made in
the last year. She married her
boyfriend, Mark Hawley, the
father of her baby. .-

[ think we bonded, he and 1,
out of that experience. So when
after we'd gone through 80 much
he asked me to marry him, [ was
one of those people where 1 was
never going to get married but it
just was like this fecla right. Not
hecause of the religious side of it,
but the ancient kind of just
promise you make to somebody.”

With all this, Amos has
embarked on her first arena tour
which comes to The Palace of
Auburn Hills Thureday, July 23.
Her fans, as always, have been
receptive, she anid.

“I'm really lucky to have peo-
ple that will say, ‘Look, we'll give
it a go. We're open enough to give
it a go’ A lot of artists out there
have people who are only with
them because of one song. If you
don't play that song like that
every time they're out of there. -

“With my fans, they're willing
to give it a go. You can't ask for
moro than that.” -
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overall in the heavy athletic
compotition. “We do five cvents,”
he said. “It's like the Strongman
Competition, not as d di

but you nced more skill. Every-
thing pivots, you're spinning on

one foot. Notice, I'm wearing 0 °

different shoc on cach foot. Yon
have to practice. It's hard work,
but I enjoy it."

Ho's got some Scoltish blood, is
also of Czech and French ances-
try. “When you come to this
event you:can be Scottish for a
whole day* he soid. “You get the
flavor of Scotland. They overcook
their peas, but they'ro good
gomehow. T like the meat pies.

1t's n nice layout. It's going to be
crowdod, but there's enough
room to walk around.”

The games are a good place to
dig for your Scottish roots. Over

.30 clans will be ropresented.

“We're hosting thu‘(_Jln_n' Hunter

making tho games a two-day |

event next year. It will be the
160th annual. -

“The whole Scottish tradition
of clans i family, ond this ie a
family ovent,” snid Kinkaid.
There will be vendors solling

ish goods, Scottish food for

General
said former chairman Bill
Kinkaid, o past president of the
St. Andrew's Socicty of Detroit.
“The Chicf of the Clan, Pauline
Mullen Hunter, is coming from
Scotland. The clon traces its lin-
eage to the 12005 We haven't
had a Clan Chief in recent men-
ory, This is a big thing."

Last year's event drew 12,600

people. They're talking about.

sale, and nctivitics for children,
They're bringing in Long-
haired Highland Cattlo, and
there will bo sheep herding and
duck herding demonstrations by
Highland Border Collics and
Sheep Dogs throughout the day.
Be. sure to visit the 18th Cen-
tury Scottish military camp. You
enn watch military drills and
hear tho firing of muskets.

Conducting: Keith Lockhart leads the B
ny Hall in Boston. They will perforni in

oston Pops Esplanade Orchestra at Sympho-
Detroit Aug. 1 at the Fox Theatre..
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institution.

Now in his fourth scason con-
ducting tho Pops, Lockhart who
succeeded Williams in the role,
says a lat of people say ha looks
too young to be conductar. “They
remember o gray haired man in
his 80s,” said Lockhart, “They
forget Arthur Ficdler was the
same age as me, 35, when he got
the job”

Although he's fallowing in the
footsteps of two superstars,
Lockhart is casting a shadow of
his own without changing the
things that audiences love about
and expect from the Boston Pops.
“It's a successful tradition.
There's no reason to go and try
and change everything,” said
Lockhart.

He says he has a different per-
sonality, sot of strengths and
interests than his successors,
and that more than anything
else plays a role in the decisions
he makes. Examples are his col-
1aborntiona with guest artists
such ns Buckwheat Zydece and
k.d. Lang. He snuck a Van Morri-
son tune into “The Celtic
Album,” the second of three he
recorded with tho Boston Pops.

“The gudience for pops is more
diverse,” he auid “There's/ a siz-
nificant amount of younger peo-
ple. It’s becoming a date night

. for college kids, we're sceing cou-

ples in their 30s. We provide n

significant amount of great sym-
phonic music. T cut my teeth in
the clnssical music world, but 1
like being involved in a lot of

. gonres.— from Mozart piano can-

1oyl

certs and Tch to Buck-

two ensembles — The Boston
Pops Orchestra and The Boston
Pops Esplanade Orchestra.

The Boston Pops Orchestra

- includes members of the Boston
Qo o

Orchestra, minus 12

wheat Zydeco to Motown.”
Musically, Lockhart said
Fiedler. was more contemporary
than he is. “Whatever was on the
top charta thnt month he played.
We give o henvy dosc of Ameri-
can composers and music we
think will excite our audience.
We don't do much of whatever it
takes, I'd rather let U2 do U2
Part of the problem ia arrang-
ing the music. It's hard to imag-
inc “I Heard It Through the
Grapevine,” performed by an
k a without ding like

of the principals who tour as the
Boston Symphony Chamber
Players. It's the orchestra you
hear on “Evening at the Pops,”
brondcast nationally on PBS.
They perform in Symphony Hall
in Boston from May through
mid-June, und at Tanglewood
during the rest of the summer.
They also present a Christmas
Pops scricd,

. The Boston Pops Esplanade
Orchestrn, which consists of frec-
lance musicians {rom Boston,
organized by the Boston Sym-

elevator music. “We have a new
staff arranger, Pat Hollenbeck,
who has an orchestrn back-
ground, but hip enough to knaw
how to make something sound
good,” said Lockhart, .
By playing music people want
to hear, Lockhart hopes he teach-
¢s them something too. “Every-
thing pops does is outreach and
educatian,” he said. “We want to
push a button, click a little
switch to get people excited and
enjoy what they're listening to.
They'!l say ‘OK, I'll spend G or 7

minutes with Straviwaky. If I,

don't like it 1 know there will be
something different next.”
The Boston Pops consists of

phony Orchestra, performs
annually on the Fourth of July.
1t's the orchestra Michigan audi-
encea will hear.

They perform in Symphony
Hall from mid-June through
mid-July; present free outdoor
concerts at the Hatch Shell on
the Charles River Esplanade
during July; and perform Christ-
mas Pops concerts and o New
Yenr’s Eve gala.

“Freclonca musician is kind of
misleading,” said Lockhart. “It's
n stable group. Their contracts
are 1onowed on 2 yem by-year
basia, Thero's more demand for
concerts than one orchestra can
fulfill.”



