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The word
Hamtrameck
never appears in
the film, but
metro Detroit's
Polish enclave
was for me the
true star of “Pol-
ish Wedding.”
Former resident
Theresa Connel-
ly has captured
the unigue phys-
jeal qualities of
the flats, facto-
ry-filled skylines, moonlit back
alleys, even weed-choked empty
lots, with the lens of a talented
photagrapher.

And for the packed preview
screening lost weelk, seeing their
hometown on the big screen was

JOHN
MONAGHAN

enough to send matro Detrolters
swooning. Spontanzous claps,
laughs or “that’s me” peppered
the auditorium whenever a
crowd sceno with extras
appearcd.

As a Detroit movie, “Polish
Wezkling" oarns four stars. The

stars

in disappointing °

,with men, but the iden is botched
when reality reara its head.

or. Wile Jadzia's frequent
woman's loague moctings are
actually excuses for romantic
trysts with a bearded business-
man. .
Daughter Hala, meanwhile,
seems to take after the old lady,
sne::king off into the night for

with a hand

p is: when tho indep
doent film, distributed by Fox
Searchlight, opens clsewhere on
the planet, it will have most
viewers scratching their heads.
If I was reviewing this movie in
Chicago, San Francisco, or even
Grand Rapids, I'd probobly give
itaone.

The movie doesn’t lnck talent -
Gobriel Byrne, Lena Olin, and
Cloire Danes are bers of the

young policeman, a friend of her
brother's, Her resulting pregnan-
cy compromises her role in her
church’s annual Parade of the
-Virgin, where she has been cho-

sen to represent all thot is good -

and virtuous.

Danes was only 17 when “Pol-
jsh Wedding” was shot hero two
Bummers ngo, and you can sce
her hing for @ way through

Pzoniak family. Papa Bolek is
tho stoic baker and chain smok-

this difficult role. Writer/director
Connelly obviously wants her to

And this is whoro the movie
really flounders. Never once did I
beliove that 1 was watching real
people. No ono has a handle on
what is cxpected of them, espe-
cially Byrne, the Irish actor who
garglea his lines and spends
most of his performance leoking
resigned nnd world-weary.

As tho family matriarch, Olin
docs what she doos bost: look
nexy. No other actress can make
the simplest task — from kneed-
ing pierogi dough to scrubbing
floors ~ look 8o sensuanl, Ulti-
matoly, these public displays
grow embarrassing rather than

Pohsh

Wedding’

Romantic l:ornaﬁy
in “Polish Wedding."

from tho Polish American com-
munity about this skewed por-
trayal, But, mostly, “Polish Wed-
ding” is an inoffensive lark -
upless, of course, you care about
little things like piot, character
and sustained tone,

] FOX SEARCILIGIT
: Gabriel Byrne and Lena Olin star

d

John Monaghan welcomes
your calls and comments. You
can liaten to him on Dave Dixon’s
Radio Show AM 1270, 8 p.m. {0
midnight Saturdays. To ledbe” ~
John a voice mail message, dial
(734) 953-2047 on o touch-tope . |

wrecks the lives of virtunlly
everyona she encounters.

“The Hanging Gardon”
(USA - 1998). An offbeat dramn
about a 25-yenr-old gay man who
returns home to his seriously
dysfunctional family ofter a 10+
year absence. .

“Buffalo 68" (USA - 1998). In
this update of an old “screwball”
premise, Vincent Gallo plays an
ex-con who hatches a preposter-
ous plan to impresa his uncaring
parents, With the help of a kid-

napped Christina Ricei, he .

assumes tho role of upstanding
husband and family man,
Midnight movies — “Hoavy
Metal,” “Pink Floyd’s The
Wall,” and “The Boyond” are
the cult films playing at the

+ witching hour Friday and Satur-

day nighta,

Maple Art Theatre ~ Maplo
at Telegraph, Bloomficld. Call
(248) 855-8090 for information.
($6.50; $4 before 6 p.m.)

“Polish Wedding” (USA -
1998). Filmed in Hamtramck, a
focus on infidelity, hardship, and
humor in a dysfunctional family.
The first film written and direct-

phone, maitbox 1866, .
H-N
ed by Theresa Connelly. e
“Smoke Bignals” (USA“»

1998). In this first independent
feature made by Native Amerm<
cans, a boy embarks on o journcy
to claim the remaina of his
estranged father.

“The Spanish Prisonor”
(USA - 1998). Steve Martin and
Campbell Scott star in David
Mamet's tersely written tale of o
businessman and his proteze.

Redford Theatre - 13671
Lahser (at Grand River), Detroit,
Call (313) 537-2660 for informa-
tion. ($2.60)

Lautetaysaeny

“The Graopos of Wrath”
(USA - 1940), 8 p.m, Friday, July
24; 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. Saturday,
July 26 (organ overture begins.a
ha!fl hour before showtime). John
Steinbeck’a tale of the epic strug- .
glos of Okies moving from the °
dust bowl te California during
the Depression, Henry Fonda.
delivers his first great perfoi. .
mance as Tom Joad, an ex-con.
whose climactic speech sums up....
the frusteation and determinus-
tion of an entire generation of
Americans.

DAVID JAREVDRZANWORXS PICTURES

Wartlme drama: Captain John Miller (Tom Hanks,

right).and the

Schaduled to open Wednesdoy, Aug. 12
*HOW STELLA GOT HER GROOVE BACK®
Bosed on tho bost salier by Terry McMil-
tan, tho stoty of o 40-year-old African
Americon waman who takes o spur of
tha moment trip to Jomalca and meats
1ho man of har areoms, oxcept he's only
hotf hor age. Stars Angola Bossett,
Whoopl Goldberg.

Scheduled to open Friday, Aug, 14

“AIR BUD: GOLDEN RECEIVER"

Buddy, the talented dog, continues his
adventures when he bocomes o kidnap
trget. Stars Kovin Zegers.

*THE AVENGERS*

The unflappabla duo of John Steed and
€mma Peel are united ngaln. This timo
to stop o diabolical sclentist with plans
for wortd domination, Stars Ralph
Fiennos.,

charming and funny.
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Sarge (Tom Sizemore) lead a squad of
soldiers behind enemy lines to find a retricve one man,
Private James Ryan, in “Saving Private Ryan.” ‘

“DANCE WITH ME®

A romance sbout 0 dance Instructorie=™
who finds Inspisotion ond eventually igve |
with tho irlval of b young man who nas '«
0 posslon for lIfo and o flair for LatiN w. . »
donca, Stors Vanessa L. Willisms, Kedy® *
Hristetesson.

“WRONGFULLY ACCUSED® —
A violinist Is wrongfully {and hitariougiiz,
accused of murdoring a prominent

patron of the arts. He Lakes fight to
evodo capture and works to 1tack down
tho reul killer, » ono-armed and one-
Jeggod mon, Stoss Leslio Nielsen.

*WARNER BROS, 76TH ANHIVERSARY
FESTIVAL OF CLASSICS"

Exclusivaly ot the Landmosk Main Art
Thoatse, A speclal week-long look
ongagemont which will includo 33 films.
Eoch day featuros a different decode In
Warner Dros. bistory with outstending
films from thelr library,




