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Tasoy that English pop singer
i Jikiy Ray is obsessed with
Americun culture is an undor-
atatement. Looking around his
} London apartment, Ray lots
1oose a long list of his pop cul-
ture collectibles.
*I've got thousands of books on
all things American. A lot of stuff
about (John F.) Kennedy - good
and bad. A lot of Elvis stuff. Alot
of stufl about American music,
Muhammad Ali, all the ‘Star
Wars' scripta. My whole bath.
room is black and white phutos
of my pop idols and a lat of Jimi
Hendrix, Mickey Mouse and
Donald Duck stuff,” Ray said
pausing to catch his breath.
*“['ve got the ‘Boulevard of Bro-
ken Dreams’ photo. I've got a
Batman jug with kitchen uten-
. gils in it. I'vo got Elvis mogneta
on the fridge and atop the fridge
is Starsky and Hutch's Grund
Torino with o New York police
car and a taxi cab following it.”
“My tife is pretty much the
American dream gone wrong.”
When he puils into town to
open for the Buckstreet Boys on
Friday, July 24, at The Palace of
' Auhurn Hills, Roy will probably
see,the store Decades in Roynl

T —— First you get
B:f“;:g: together your

ingredients, like
flour, oil, and
yeast or whatey-
er. Then you get
together your
tools, like mea-
suring  cups,
bowls, and spat-
ulas. Then you
put it al! togeth-

ANN ?
er, creating 8
DELIS blob that's
approximately

a8 appetizing as a lump of con-
crete. ‘Then you knead it, which
is such hard work that you'll
actually ache the next day. The
mass fights back as you atlempt
to knend it, sticking te overy-
think and forcing you to fling
flogg on all proximal surfaces.
Once kneaded, you let the blob

0y

down with your bare fists.
Undoterred by your show of hos-
tility, the blob rises again, Next,
yog.force the goo into formed
pons:

Then, and only then, do you
finally put the stuff into a pre-
heated oven to bake, Thot's
when you finally get a breather
The oven docs ail the work. Bnk-
ing shouldn’t be called “baking.”
1t should be called *Is This Real-
Ty Worth It When Koepplinger's
Is Willing To Do It For Me?”
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British rocker: Jimmy Ray, who loves American crilture, is making his American
debut and playing the Palace. '

Oak a8 his Mecca,
It's not as if all of that waa
unexpected. On the back of his

They only named it after the
casy part, “baking,” to fool you
into thinking it's something you
can actually do at home.

Usunlly, when we enjoy a fin-
ished product, n lot of hard work
and proparation is invested,
work that we rarely have a
chance to sce. That's why on
Backstage Pass on Detrait Public
Television we often show the
behind-the-scenes work that
goes into the arts that we enjoy.
And while Fall is the season full
of nrt openinge and promieres,
Summer is the time when a
whole lot of the hard work and
preparation is being done.

So I thought I'd call Blair
Anderson, who's working hard
on the upcoming scason at the
Wayne States Hilberry Theatre,
to get a preview. “Well, hesides
offering n diverse sclection of
classical plays — Shakespearc's
“Hamlet” and Moliere's “Scapin”
— we have varicd modern mas-
terpieces, “The Playboy of the
Western World” and “The Mouse-
trap,” an American gem in Moss
Hart's “Light Up the Sky” a stog-
ing of Charles Dickens's classic
navel “A Tale of Two Cities,” and
a contemporary play on George
Pullman and his utopian vision
gone nwry.”

Wow, Thot's a load. “Yes it is.
But we have some new faculty
members working with us, Their
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self-titled debut (Epic), Ray, with
his hair slicked back into a pom-
padour, is wearing cowhoy boots,

an oversized belt buckle and a
sparkling cowboy shirt.
On *Jimmy Ray,” the singer

Iiilberry mixes classic and modern plays

and B lle Theatres. Chris

arrival is t they
bring intcresting points of view
to the Hilberry" OK, Blair, run
it down to me.

“Ed Smith, who I belicve
directs our first show, “The
Mousctrop,” comes via the State
University of New York ot Bufa.
to, The Alabnma Shakespeare
Festival where he was associate
artistic director, and most
recently at Florida State Univer-
sity. Ed hns dirccted ncross the
country at regional theaters and
has a deep and active interest in
traditionnl jnzz. He's served os a
radio-jnzz host and interviewer
both in Buffalo and Tallahassee,
Florida.

“Jerry Cleveland comes most
recently from Hampton Univer-
sity outside Washingtan, D.C. As
far as I know, Jerry directs “The
Playboy of the Western World™ in
the spring. A Coss Tech gradu-
ate in 1870, Jerry worked 08 o

was, | belicve, a directing major
here at Wayne 15 or so years ago
and here most recent experi-
ences have been with various
opera companies across the
country.

“On tap of all that change, we
will nlso have about lourtcen
now actors joining the company
because we just graduated our
Inrgest group'ever. | hope every-
one ~ tha curious who might like
to check us out, or maybe folks
who hoven't been down in years
- will join those who have active-
ly supported ua and keep coming
back." .

Finally, Blair, what are you
directing? "“Molicre’s ‘Scapin.’
It’s less a comedy of manners,
like “Tartuffe” or “The Imaginary
Invalid,” but rather it shares his
comedic slap-stick techniques he
used as an actor when he toured
with hia troupe in France. It'sin

pr 1 stage an
Broadway, on national and inter-
notional tours, from Radio City
Music Hall to Australin and
Nigerin. Most recently at Hamp-
ton he directed “Midsummer
Night's Dream” and “The Piono
Lesson.” His experience and
ic apirit will be exciting

as he j our program.
“Finally, Chris Jones takes on
the duties of promotion and pub-
licity director for our Hilberry
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the dell’arte” tradi-
tion and a great thentrical
romp.”

This week, Kim Hunter joins
the Salsa dance craze, Marsha
Miro's look at Monct at U-M,
plus music from “Sweeny Todd”
and Dog’s Eye View. That's on
Backstage Pass tonight nt mid-
night, repeated Friday at 7:30
p.m. on Detroit Public Television.

AMC LAURELPARK  AMC SOUTHRILD CITY
BIRMINGHAM §  LaxcuAxx's MAPLE azt

STARJOMNRAT14 MUl STAR LIMCOLN MARK &
STARTAYLOR UA COMMERCETWR T4
FORD WYOMINOOMID MO PASSES ACCEITEO

UA 12 OAKS UA WESTRIVER

(NO-OF*)E7 - =

STREET SCENE.

iEnglarﬁld"vsh J immy Ray' obseSsed with American culture

tips his hot to Presley and even
Motown.

“One track, “Trippin’ on Baby
Blue,' has a bit of a Smokey kind
of thing. I certainly don't think it
comes anywhere near the stars
of the Motown days. I've always
been a fan of pop music. Motown
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Hanson and ‘N Sync who are-—

steering away from the doldrums
of alternative rock and aiming
for “the more calorfu} side of..

music.” -

“You do have a lot of that,” nni bR

naid about slternative rotk ant
grunge. “Even when I wos in the”
States was i

made some of the gi pop
records of all time,” he explained.

New wave acts of the 19808
also played a port of the ereation

of “Jimmy Ray.”

“The first record 1 ever bought
was by the Human League,
‘Dare.’ Thot kind of spells out a
little bit about where I came
from. I quickly moved onto '60s
rock ‘n' roll - Little Richord,
Elvis and stuff like that, That
regl;ly meant a lot to me,” Ry
said.

“I also listened to the Pet Shop
Boys and Madonna. P've alwnys
been a fan of pop music, I'm too
lazy to hunt out underground
obscure musie.”

His debut has spawned the
shimmying introduction *Are You
Jimmy Ray?” featuring a modi-
ficd Bo Diddley beat and addic-
tive chorus (*Aro you Johnnic
Ruy?/Are you Stingray?/Are you
Fay Wray?/Are you Jimmy
Ray?™)

“Daddy’s Got a Gun" shares
his love of westerns and pop
music by coupling a tired har-
monica with a hip-hop beat.

Ray said he is plensed to be
lumped in with acts like the
Backstreet Boyy, the Spice Girls,

my song and hearing a lot of
records like the Buckstreet Boys
and ‘N Sync. But there would be
a very heavy amount of Motch-,
box 20, and & lot of people who
dress in black. 1 think that there
should always be some kind of
balnnce.” .

The tour with the Backstreet ;.
Boys is Roy's first of the United

States, aside from promotional
appearances at rodio stations.

1 couldn't ask for anything. .

more, in terms of opportunities
to play for people. I love the
States. 1 only had one bad expe-:
rience in Oklahoma and I won't
go into that.”

“On stage I'm very ervatic and
kind of impromptu and I never
know what’s going to hoppen.
I'm tooking forward to an cxcit-
ing opportunity to fool around.”

+ Ray is also excited about
exploring the United States.

“I grew up in East London. It's
not very colorful, It's not like the
United States where there's a lot
of sort of glamour and glitz going
on. In America everything scems
to be mord over the top. Even the
buildings. And the core; toke an
old caddy and compare it to a
Ford Capri which you sce driving
around London. America's got a
little bit more get up and go”
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AMERICA'S
#1 MOVIE!

“A GIFT FROM THE

MOVIE GODS!"

AN AACAENTTIIe WALt STREST KRTRRAL

“THIS IS ONE
CROWD-PLEASER
THAT ACTUALLY
PLEASES!”
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