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) Besides the new addition, the more-
noisy circulation desk would move into
the central breezewny. That would
bring more quiet to the atudy arcas. In
nddilin'n, lhcru would ba more space for

more gcnuml seating, m

# ‘I's a lot of value for a rel-
atlvely small amount of
money.'

Beuerly Papai

—~Library director

libraries,” said Papai. “Not just far their
children, but for their own use.”
Another factar is that Farmington
Public Schools alse places a high value
on libraries, with cach school building
npnrntmg media centers staffed with

more best-selling buuks More of just,
about everything.

“It's a lot of value for a relativoly
small amount of meney,” Papai said.

Several residents visiting the Hills
branch Monduy ngrced

“I hope it pnsses,” said Farmington
Hills resident Brendn Berkowitz, rend-
ing in the non-fiction suct{nn “This is n
fabulous library. My son's downstairs
right now playing on the computer (in
the children’s department), I want to do
everything I can to support this,”

Another porent, Helen Yelian of
Farmington Hills, also likes the
library. But she thinks the tax
might help buy better computers.
We n more computers. We
neud to improve the kids’ comput-
era, They're not very good, they're
hot very speedy.”
! Improving the branch also is on
3hu wish list of younger patrens,
such as 1G-year-old Julic Baum-
gartner, a Farmingten resident
avho attends Birmingham Marian
High Scheol. She was doing
research,

I think it (the tax) is a good

continuing growth in both consumer uso
and expectations.

One reason -for the high nxpc:wtmns
is the high education lovel of people
served by the library: 42 percent of resi-
dents in Farmington and Farmington
Hills havo at least one college degree,
gho anid

“They have high expectations for the
public schoola and high use.of the public

idea,” Baumgartner said, “The
library is really crowded. If it
expands, more people would be
able to nccess more things.”
Baumgartner also would be able
to Jog on to computers more quick-
ly and more regularly than she
does now, she said,
Mennwh-ln. Papai said improv-
ing and expanding the aging facil-
. ities is the best way to handle a .
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Library Milla age '
i.passed, the millage will b__ng
the following changes: .
» Mare books, Inciuding lavaer .
“ fictlon and nonfiction -
-- collections, inore best sellnrs
and newer children's books
« More AV materlals, Including
1ooks on tape, videos, CDs and
CD-ROMs
* Mara business and Investmont
° resources
 Moro computer statlons with
. Web browsers
« Incronsed diaHn lines, so more
, partons cen dial into library
= -! catalogs and databases nom
home
Increasod qulet ll\niy apuca
roup study areas
« Adequate seating -
mproved parking
‘s Improved lightng outside and
+ inside
‘« Improved drive-up book rotum
« Longor hours of operation
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1 librarinns, Many of those
students nlso 8o to the librarics to do
homework projects,

“So we provide services to the samo
clientele, who pay the same tnxes,
Papai said.

The tax would enable the district and
library to work together even more cffi-
ciently than they currently do, because
of the installation of fiber optic linka:

Senior citizens and pre-schoolers
would also enjoy improved facilities.

For the older guncralmn, there would

: solection of men's woven sponshlrls
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e a larger space for big-print
books as well as additional,
more-comfortable room to
browse nnd visit with friends

who regularly cpme to the
library, Papai sai

And more senior. citizens
are discovering computers.

The children's library would
also benefit, with nower pic-
ture books replacing wall-
worn and even ebsolete titles.

“It is very used, it's used |

condtantly,” suui Hills
employce Essie Chynowe!h,
who warks in the children's
department. “Unfortunatcly,
little hands are nm. Illm ndul;
hands.”
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