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When Onkland Circuit Judge

as e

[ Brass to the custody of a Farm-
ington Hills family last week, he
saved Oakland taxpayers a ton
of money. .

socka o transplant, was housed
‘at the North Onkland Medical
Conter — where the tab ran

not including the two armed
guards on a 24-hour basis. She
is now under house arreat at tho
home of Robin and Kenneth
Frascr-Barrett, The 39-year-old

new trial on a previous convic.
:inn under Michigan's drug-lifer
aw.,
* Saving monay was not neces-
sarily the judge'a ‘primary con:
carn.. First, Nichola was obligat-
ed {o assure that Brass was no
threat to society. Second, the
judge had to make surc that
- Brgws would appear for court
datga, including her new trial in
November.
Qher concerns were, for the
mofit part, lemic under the

Rudy Nichols released Mindy,

- Braas, a heart patient who

between $260 to $1,200 per day,’

California woman is receiving a -

land County Sheriff's Depart-
ment, “We don’t like to tatk
about medical expenses (for
inmates) because people got
upset,” he said, *But she was
cxpensive.” .

Brass was housed at NOMC
for moat of the weck leading up
to Friday's bond hearing in cir-
cuit court. She was sent there by
the Oakland County Sheriff's
‘Department after Brass was
rel d from the Michi
Department of Corrections to the
county jail pending her bond
hearing before Nichols.

The county jail doesn’t have
the miedical facilities that would
be needed to adequntely eare for.
a heart transplant patient,
Undersheriff Heary Buffa said.
Brass wns sent the NOMC,
because it has a heart unit.

The exact cost of Brass’ hospi-
tal stay wasn't available, Fur-
thormore, Cunningham said pri-
vacy considerations would likely
preciude hie disclosing the
amount, if it was available.

. Medical care for county jail

leghl considerations for sotting

l},ut relensing Brass on bond
represents a savings to tax pay-

bus_u'wss manager for the Oak-

! 'CrongBlue‘

tract with Michigan Blue
Shield under an

is provided under a con. |

At home: «
Heart patient
Mindy Brass
(right) will
be staying at
the home of
Robin and
Kenneth
Fraser-Bar-
rett while she
awaits ¢ new
trial on drug
charges. :
Oakland Cir-
cuit Judge
Rudy
Nichols
placed Brass
under house
arrest at the
Farmington
Hills home. "

rCQunty judge’s ruling on inmate's
release saves taxpayers’ money

cern. “The typical hospital stay
runs between $260 and $1,200
per day, depending on what is
required.”

But Brass, would presumably
require apecial care, Cunning-
hem said. Furthermoye she
would require two guards on an
around-the-clock basig, he said,

Medical care for Brass has
been o high priority item since
April, 1994, when she suffered a
severe heart attack at Scott Cor-

rectional Facility in Plymouth, *

where she had been an inmate
since being implicated in a 1991
drug bust in Troy.

Since the heart attack, Brass
has had numerous ropeat
scizures requiring that she be
transported to the University of
Michigan Medical Center on an
emergency basis, often for days
at a time,

Matt Davis, o spokesman for
the Michigan Department of
Corrections, said prison records

are not broken down to deter-

mine the specific costs for a par-
ticular inmate.

But once somebady convicted
of a crime becomes an inmate,

ve services

ithe state has an ethical and
fi il ibility to pro-

said Cunningham. Costa are

* ersy said Dale Cunninghani“~nlways-a-concern, he anid, the

* inmate’s well being ic also o con-

vide medical care, he said. “Even
if it's special care off site,” he

“said.
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every rug at Azar’s Rug Outlet

our INTENT is to save you money.

Only at Azar's Rug Outlet in Farmington Hills
‘30858 Orchard Lake Rd in the KMart Plaza

4, 25,

248-851-4070
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Brass thanks ‘wonderful peoplé’_é

A California woman whose
firat trip to Michigan came as a
guspect facing life in prison is
changing her opinion of state
residents.

“I've never met 50 many won-
derful poople,” former prison
inmnte Mindy Brass said after
apending the kend at the

“Everybody’s happy about get-
ting to know Mindy,” aaid Fras-
er-Barrett, who like her husband
is retived from Ameritech.

Brass is on & electronic tether

and is formally under house .

arrest at the home of the Fraser-
Barrott family. But it’s & very

Farmington Hilla home of Robin
and Fred Fraser-Barrett,

She was referring to people
who stopped by or telephoned to
congratulate Brass or offer aup-
port and t. “It'a a

house arrcst, she

acknowledged. On Saturday,

she went to services at Congre-

;}z’ntll(on Beth Shalem in Oak
ark.

On Mondoy, she went to the
University of Michi

ren! privilege to know thesc peo-
ple,” said the 39-year-old
woman, who was rcleased on
bond Friday pending a new trial.
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" Medical
Center where she i8 being evalu-
ated for posaible heart trans-
plant.

Both trips away from the Fros-

er-Barrett home were nuthorized ~
under the conditiona of her per- .
sonal bond that‘allow Brass to "
feave to worship or to seck medi-
eal attention, o

*“We (also} had a barbecue Sot-
urdny, because Mindy is crazy..,
about ribs and ‘my husband ~
makes the beat,” Robin Fraser-
Barrett said. e

In the near future, Brass -»
expects to sce her teenage
daughter Erika, who was put in
foster care facilities in California~~
after her mother’s arrest. When'
Erika comes to Michigan to sce
her mother — as she has on sev-
eral occasions — shc is in the &
iegal custody of Vicki and Sam
Gross of Beverly Hills,
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