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issue in county

« After deciding one of three
eandidates for an open seat on
tho Onkland Cireuit Court was
lacking in cxperience, o commit-
tee that evaluatea and ranks
judieial hopefuls may itself be
under review:
; “Our system of evaluating and
ranking judicial candidates & a
public service,” Kelly Allen, pres-
ident of the Oakland County
Bar, snid, “I've had somo com-
fents from a few people about
the rankings, but I don't neces-
sorily consider them to be com-
plaints.” .
« Thus, said Allen, Jooking at
(he system of evalunting judicial
dnndidates is matter of fine tun-
“~ing, not n reaction to the rank-
ings releascd earlier this month
by the Public Advisory Commite
tee on Judicinl Candidates.
- That committeo — which is
%nnctinnczl by the OnklnndIBnr,
ut ton ind dent

All three are on the Aug. 4 pri-
mary ballot, Tho two top vote-
gottora will run against’each
other in the Nov. 3 general elec-
tion. o

The committee ranked Koplan
and O'Brien as “outstanding.”
But it ranked Kuhn as “not rec-
ommended — fnsufficient experi-
ence.” s

Each of tho candidates has o
liat of endorsements. Kuhn, how-
over, is endorsed by two of the
area's most prominent lawyers
— L. Brooks Patterson, who was
Oakland prosecutor ' before
becoming county executive, and
David Goreyea, the current coun-
ty prosccutor,

Patterson and Goreyca were
not particularly upset aver the
ranking. But they attributed
Kuhn's unflattering ranking to
flaws within the committee —
not any weakness on )tho part of

spent wecks evaluating Steven
Kuplan, Richard Kuhn Jr. and
Colleen O'Brien who ars vying to
aucceed retiring Judge Robert
Anderson.

the didate they d
“The committeo might have
done its best,” said Patterson.
“But its membera obviously
undervalued Rich's censiderable

experience. And it clearly didn't

recognize
integrity.” .

Rich's. work cthic and
Goreyca pnid luttim‘; a ‘commil}-

tea — rather. than the catire bar

— rank judicial candidates was a
flawed reystem, -
Kuhn himaelf said he was dis-
appointed with the rankings. Ho
gafd he had some misgivings
about submitting to the commit-
tee, in part becnuse some of his
campaign advisors snid he
“might not get a fair shake,
*“In’my opinion, the committee
was very provineial and narrow-

minded,” Kuhn soid. “It operated

in secret and was accountable to
nobody.” ‘ N ‘
When asked about the commit-
tee’s rankings, Kaplan and
O'Brien each said the evaluation
was exhnuative and objective.
Porhaps the most vacal critic
was Oakland Circuit Judge
Steven Andrews, ane of several
acting or retired judges who
have endorsed Kuhn.
“Unfortunately the committee
took the position that his
(Kuhn's) four years na a research
attorney (for Cirevit Judge Rudy

ar grdup’s rankings turn into key
’s lone judicial primary

J. Nichols) shouldn’t be counted
a8 judicial experience. That's
nonsense,” he said. -
Andrews said he haa voiced his
criticism to Kelly as well ns
other county bar officials,
although with a suggestion that
the system be changed.
- Allen acknowledged the com-
plaint from Andrews, But she
also defended the system under
which candidates are evaluated
and ranked,

Speaking highly of the com-.

mittee, its process and rankings
is Rochestor Hills Mnyor Ken-
neth Snell, one of about 10 non-
lawyers who make up the com-
mittee along with about 40 attor-
neys.

“It's a pretty good system,”
said Snell, o chemist by training.
“We spent weeks double check-
ing information submitted by the
candidates and verifying every-
thing we could.” !

Ironically, Allen works in the
pame law firm as Kuhn, the

. Adkison Need law firm in
Bloomfield Hills,

Organ donor-cards -available_i;

Organ donor registry earoll-
ment cards will be available in
all Secretary of State branches
by tho end of this month, ..,
" Thie messago of organ donation
will bo advanced oven further..
this’ falt when tho Sziretary. of
State's offico begins mailing spe-
cinl organ donor registry enroll- -
ment cards with drivor liconses

and personal- identification "’

eards. Anyone wishing to placo
their name on the registry will
£ill out the onrollment card and
place it in the stamped,
addressed envelope. The enroll-
ment cards will be formaitted for

optical geanning so the names

and oddresses can be transferred |
to a computer file and sent to*
- Gift of Life for the organ donor: -
registry. - oo
With more than 2,400 Michi-
gan residents waiting for an
organ or tissue transplant, the'
necd for donors is critical, .. "
In addition to filling out
envollment cards, residents may

call the Gift of Life toll free at 1- -

800-482-4811 to have their name
added to the organ donor reg-
istry. This number is available
24 hours a day, seven days a
week. )

The Organ and Tissue Donor -

‘Registry is a confidentin} 2357
hour computerized dntabasdl -
. maintained by the Gift of Lifed
Agency in Ann Arbor. Registrys
information Is available to doge
 tora and Hospitals ot the time ok
_death ‘When next of kig akes -
abked to’ grant pormisaion fors’
organ donution [y

' For more mfurmal'lan. 3
Gift of Life at 1-800-482°488.
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1998 MERGURY VILLAGER GS

FEATURES INCLUDE: 3.0-liter SOHC V-6 engiﬁc «-Fin gertip-ﬂexiblé seating Systetn » Second Géneration dual air Dags" s

Front-wheel drive * Power rack-and-pinion stcering » Power front windows and door locks » 4-wheel Anti-lock Brake
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NOT ALL BUYERS QUALIFY FOR THE LOWEST APR. *Fuor up 10 $3.000 cash back. lake new retail delivery fram depler stock hy 107208, TOTAL CASH DACK SUBJECT TO
PARTICIPATION AND ASSUMES $1,000 DEALER CONTRIRUTION. Residency restrictions apply: **'08 Mereury Villager G5 PEP 6927 MSRP $24,785 ding tite, tax, !

1 iheat bascd on average capitalized cost of 90.61% of MSRP fur leases purchased (o the Derrait Reglon through 53108, Lesaee is tesponsille for excess wear/ear, For spe
RCL and dealer cash, take new retail dellvery from dealer stock by 1072798, ** “Fard Credit APR lor quatified buyers varies by creditworthiness of buyer as determined by Ford Credit,
1o see i you qualily. 48 months at $21.22 per munth per S1 000 financed with 10% down. Dealer partleipatlon may affect savings. Rcsklcn&?‘ restrictions apply.

A dealer stack hy 1072/98. 'Ford Credit will pay the first months payment up to $500 (retail installment coneicts 0-60 wonths lhmu;:] rd Credit) on a purchase ar Red Carpet Lease for
24-month :Im{JSqnumh Red Carpet Lease contracts, See dealer (nrdcml s Always wear your safety heltaned seeure children in the rear seat,
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