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THE WEEKEND

HEARTLANDE THEATRE'S

" ROMANTIC
COMEDY
OF MARRIAGE -
GOES FOR A
 KNOCKOUT
MUSICAL

FRIDAY (o e e
WHAT: “Tho Wedding Ring,” a new
musical comedy wiitten by Mike Vigh '
tont and Gerry Castle, directed by |
Renee Sawson, presented o3 part of B
Henetlande Theatre Compony's
Playscopo 98
WHEN: 8 p.m. Thursday-Satuzdoy,
Aug. 88, Friday & Soturdoy, Aug. 14 &
15; 3:30 p.m, Sunday, Avg. 9
WHERS: Mceodow Brook Theatse,
Qokland Unlversity compus, Rochester
TICKEYS: $10-315; Opening night
8 p.m. Aug. 8 ond pfterglow $25;
Stoged readings, any pioy, $5 Suggest-
d donntlon, calt {248) 377-3300.

PLAYSCAPE ‘98
Reading Sor
& “The Pender Arrangements® by
£iaine Kaiser, directed by Batht
Roxroat - 2 p.m, Saturdoy, Aug. 8 i
# "Molnstreom® by Dovid MacGregor, | =
directed by Mary Locker = 2 p.m, Sun-
day, Aug. @
| “Second Chances® by Ronatd Jay,
directed by Joseph Hoynes ~ 2 p.m.
Soturday, Aug. 15
W "Bullets and Boars® by Janct Torre-
ono Pound, dlrected by Dean Achason
~2 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 16
Al rendings wilt be followed by moder.
oted udience talk-backs

‘WORKSHOP
Writlng for Musicol Thaatre
10 a.m. to noon - Saturdoy, Aug. 15,
taught by Mike Vigilant and Gerry Cos-
i tlo. Cost $10, (248) 988-1094, Ext. 1.

PRV

10y,

‘N Sync performs 7:30 p.m. at
Royal Oak Music Theatre, 318

of truth L=

g‘ickcts $17.60, call (248) 546-

Still standing? Lyricist Mike Vigilant’s new play, “The Wed-
ding Ring,” is a contemplation of what it takes for @ mar-
riage to succeed.

SATURDAY

and Stephen Sondheim as major
influences.

Vigilant was inapired to write the
play after completing his maater's
thesis, “Divoree in Oakland County.”
He found that while Oakland Coun-
ty is onc of the wealthiest areas in
the country, it has one of the high- .

- est divoree rates. One of the songs )
in “The Wedding Ring” features o
young child singing about the con-
fusion caused by his parents
divorce.

*The question is: Can you evolve
to make a commitment to a rela-
tionship? It's not that marriage ia a
atruggle, but it's more like lifeisa .-
battle,” said Vigilant. .

While the troader theme in *The

“Wedding Ring” might not be adapt-
able to a traditional pop songwrit-
ing format, it can be developed
;.htough a series of songs, said Vigi-
ant.

*  The entire script of “The Wedding
Ring” is sung, including transitions.
The songs are written in major
keys. They are crafted to have the
immediato accessibility and famil-
iarity of a pop song. -

Terminal romantics might consid-
er a flourishing flower as the appro-
priate cmotional metaphor for mar-
riage. But those who've been
around to dobate the travails of
raised toilet seats, the level of dirty
dishea before a washing'is needed,
and whether in-lawa should be
actually considered as relatives
surely know better.

Undoubtedly, the more
. metaphor for marriage is a literal
context for verbal sparring. For
some, & minefield might fit the bill,

For the purposes of dramatic tit-
fortat effect, however, & boxing ring
is more apropos, not to mention
more practical.

Local composers Mike Vigilant
and Gerry Castle, one 6f the most
prolific songwriting duos in the
region, have set to meter the excru-
ciating joy of murriage in their new
musical, “The Wedding Ring."

The play opens Thursday, Aug. 6,
for a two-week run as the featured
production at Heartlande Theatre
Company's festival of new plays,
“Playscape "98."

Visit the Carver Memorial,
and learn more about African-
American cultures and tradi-
tions, including the struggle
for freedom, during “Celebra-
tion of Emancipation,”9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. at Greenfield Village
in Dearborn. Call (313) 271-
1620 for more information.

SUNDAY: _ |

g 4 ;

avid Peckens (far left,) Stephanie
Nichols (second from right) and Danny McNie (far right)
are working with director Renee Sawson (center) and stage

Muslcal comedy: Actors

Y

The 20th annual Meadow

Hit by love !

The entire musical takes place
within the confines of o boxing ring
with a matchmaker who doubles a8
a referce. (Every relationahip
ghould have one.)

“Peoplo can't wait to fall in love,
and usunlly they don't know what
hit them,” said Vigilant of Troy,
who, with partner Castle has pub-

manager Kelly MacDonald (second from left) on Heartlande
ical dy “The

Theatre's workshop pr

Wedding Ring.”

lished 12 musicals in the Inst nine
years,

The chorcography remains a
skeleton of what might bo scenin a
{ull production, said Vigilant.

But apparently that won't dilute
the play’s message. .

of the

*“The idenl is to think that all you
need in any relationship is love,”

“Our intent is to write humable
melodies with well-crafted lyrics,”
said Vigilant. “Lyrics make dinlog
stick in your head.”

luding their foray into produc-

said Vigilant, who confesses to
being o hopeless ramantic.

He and partner Castle list
Lennon and McCartney, Cole
Porter, Irving Berlin, Ira Gershwin

ing with the local blockbuster “For-
ever Plaid” in 1991, Vigilant and
Castle have written about one
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Brook Hall Concours d’Ele-
gance takes place § a.m. to
4:30 p.m, on the cumyus of
Oakland University in
Rochester. Admission is $20
adulls (including a souvenir
program), teens 13-17 (310),
children 12 and under (free).
Call (248) 370-3140.

Youth theater building new‘audiences%

speaks of theater, “wonder” and  On Stago
gt
dr:;s;ﬁ ;ro words she uses t0  yyyar: Americon
u e " Family Theater pre
There's o magic connected  gonts:
with theater” she said. “Anyone @ *Pinocchio” - noon
who has a love affair with thee  Monday, Aug. 3.
ater remembers the first play W “Wiard of 02° -
they went to a8 a child, There i noon Tuesdey, Aug. 1B
an cncrgy that comes out of the- WHERIE: Meodow .
ater. Since anciont times the 8rook Music Festival, |
theater has been used as o [P0os of Qokland
teaching tool and motivator” sz’:.‘::' m‘ﬁ;‘m,
There are a lot of lessons to be  goag, Rochester, -
learned from clnssic stories like TICKETS: $10
pavition, $5 Jawn, cofi -
(248) 8456660 .

When she's not breaking down
walls, Lauric Wagman and her
crew are busy building theater
audiences for tomorrow.

the wonder of theater. It's impor-
tant that we reach out and grab
them, You know the theater
audience is getting older. We've
* “Thero's n fourth wall in the- got to capture them for audi-
ater — the wall b the ecnces t w. This is one of
audience and the actors,” said  the most effective waya.”
Wagman, founder/CEO of Amer- There's nothing like live the-
ican Theater Arts for the Youth, ater argues Wagman, a former
Inc. nnd ita division American tencher who traded her clngs- |
Family Theater, which is bring- room for the stage. “I'm still &
ing two shows to Mendow Brook teacher that uses theater, anoth-
Theatre in August ~ “Pinocchio,”  er media of outrench, It's o great
on Aug. 3 and “Wizard of Oz," on  teaching tool, and it's fun,”

Aug. 18, “We break down the When Wagman, whose compa-
wall to engnge our audience in  ny is based in Philadelphia,

SRE 4

Featured production: Ameri-
can Family Theatre brings the
story of “Pinocchio” to life,

————e
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Musician profeases love for rock and rell
Mot Tix: Frank Stasa I BY HUGH GALLAGHER That went on until I gradu-  WHAT< fobn Covach  whom he eredits with steer-
BTAFF WRITER ated from high achool,” Cov-  signs isbook "Under- —ing him toward o sorious

will be competing in the
athletic events at the
149th Annual Highland

standing Rock,” {Oxford
University Press}
WHERE: Barnos &

John Covach hns had rock and roll
dreams over since he was a scventh
grader at Livonia’a Holmes Junior

interest in music.
“It was a great music pro-
gram at Stevenson,” Covach

ach suid.
But the dream never led
to stardom and Covach

Games, 8:30 a.m. to 5 High School in 1871. turned his musical inter- NobloBookstore, S gaid, “The Symphonic Choir
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 1 at “] gat together with n bunch of guys esta to ncademin, Now, a8 a :‘;’,‘:n’i‘fl‘l‘: a0d HOgROY.  wpg tho top group, that was
Greenmead Historical in the same grade, we played nctivity  professor of music at the - the ono you wanted to get
Park, Newburgh (at Eight nights, dances for kids. Our parenta University of North Caroli- :V"EF"I; AT into, Because I played gui-
Mile R d), Livonia Tick hod to drive us and our cquipment,” na, Covach is combining his 8P Frld™: Ve 7. tar und Mr. Everson always

ile fioad), Livoni@ 1ick- Cavach said. scholarship with his love wanted to include somo pop

ets 88 at the gate. Chil-
dren under 12 free with
adult. call (313) 832-
1849. Sce schedule inside.

The band played on, through Battles
of the Bands at Eddie Edgar Arena,
Tucsday and Thursday night gigs at
the Junior highs during summer and on
1o Stevensen High School.

“Every summer wo did Music Under
the Stara and always played tho Spree.

for rock and rall. He teaches general
nnd technical classes in rock music and
has recently edited a book of easays
“Understanding Rock,” with Graeme
M. Boone {Oxford Univeraity Press).

At Stevenson High, Covach tock
music clnsses with Lowell Everson,

tunes, that's how I got in*

At Stevenson, Covach studied music
theory and composition for the firat
time. He worked with Everson on spe-
cinl projects and took specinl classes at
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Teacher: John Covach com- .
bines scholarship with his love - |
for rock and roll as a professor |
of music at the University of .

North Carolina. .




