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Police talk man
‘out of jumping
:off overpass

+: Farmington Hills police
-éfficers talked a 19-year-old
+Farmington Hills man from
‘o' suicide attempt on Grand
River bridge over the 1-275
EeXpressway.

¢ The man ealled 911 about
-8:20 p.m. Monday, from a pay
phone outside Alfoccine
.Restaurant on Grand River

e wanted to “end it all,”

ccording to apolice report.
He told tho dispatcher that

“he planned to jump off the
bridge and asked the dis-
patcher to call his mother to
‘say he's sorry and that he
loved her. N

The man had already loft
when polico arrived at the
restaurant, They did find
bim, however, at tho bridge,
sitting down, holding onto
tho railings and leaning over.
- He wamned tho officers not
to approach or he would
jump. Police officers Richard
Goble, David Kemp, Kevin
Cronin and Michael Fluhart
talked at length with him
while thoy tried to convince
him to get off the bridge.

At onc point he became
upset and began to slide
down the bridge rail on his
hands and back. Police, how-
ever, did convince him not to

undisclosed hospital.

;ond told the dispatcher that |

jump. He was taken to an-

Bmck_ from page AL

im boais.

“If you'ro going to watch him,
don't watch him with one hand
tied behind his back.”

All sovon council mombers
expressed confidence in Brock,
who served as nasistant to for-

mer City Manager Bill Costick. '

Brock waa later promoted to
aasistnnt city manager.

He proviously .worked as
Northville Township manager
and village administrator in
Hortonville, Wis. He is married
to Deb, who works in the
Finanece Department.,

As assistant city mannger,
Brock has managed the Special
Services Department since Dan
Potter retired in April,

He also helped di the

In charge: new City M

city’s recent 26th A BATY
celebration and has served as a
Farmington Hills represcntativo
on the Southwestern Oakland
Cable Commission. Brock was
lso involved with the ground-
waork of the Commission an Chil-
dren, Youth and Families.

“We know his work,” said
Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi, who also
serves on SWOCC, “He has han-
dled some protty tough situa-
tions and come through with fly-
ing colors.”

With Brock’s nppointment, the-
council also nvoids a national
search ~ at least for now. The
search nnd eventual selection of
Dan Hobbs teok a half a year.
Hobbs' stay was only for twe
years. v

The council's review afler six
months moy bencfit both par-

has been overseeing the Specia

Steve Brock, scen here
talking to people at the Farmington Hills Ice Arena,

well as being assistant city manager in recent months.

ties, a councilwoman said. “Who
knows? Ho might not like all the
pressure,” Nancy Bates said.

During tho study session,
Brock scribbled notes and
stopped to scratch his neck
whilo council members talked
about his future in front of him.
Terms of the one-year contract
still have to be negotintod,
Brock said Tuesday.

"It will all work itsolf out nice-
1y,” he said, *I'd liked anothor
year, but a year is enough time
to solidify myself. If I were
brand new, I might think-differ-
ently. I'vo been here 10 years.”

B ‘I'm pleased with the
show of support. | think
it will be good for
everybody. It will be a
smooth transition ... |
wili not let them down.’

Steve Brock
—Farmington Hills
. city manager

Services Department as

next step. .
*1 think we all feel ...'that &
Iot of our needs aro not being
nddressed and a lot of funding
seems to be going clsewhere,”
Sover said.
Other communities such as

courthouse expansion, Sever
gaid. Road money has also fil-

Auburn Hills and not here, he
added.

“They would like to seo the
community issues addressed and
they'd like to sce less in terms of
positions and party pelitica,”

Novi aro getting county help for .

tered north to Rochester and

Sever said.

popular Jine about the county
going to an independent authori-
ty to oversco the mental health
services,

Ho thinks the county should
keep tabs on how its $166 mil;
lion ia spent for cave,

I beliove when you're spend- .

ing that kind of tho money - tax-
payer's money ~ I believe there
should be some nccountability by
elected officinls,” Sever said.

Ho's also not sold that a tax or
surcharge is tho only way to pay
for upgrades to emergency 9-1-1
equipment, either.

‘The county budget had a sur-
plus of $11 million lost year.
Money could come from there
instead, he said. .

“1 don't think you need to go to

voters for a tax increase,” he
said.
Ho commends County Execu-
tivo L. Brooks Patterson for his
leadership, but he's not afraid to
disagree with him, Sever added.

Sever, 47, doesn't follow the -

Terry Sever

with the subsequént grawing
pains. -

Ho's provided substantial
input on nelghborhood, develop-
ment and recreation matters. As
appointed mayor in 1889, he
ovorsaw the Year 2000 plan,
Jand prescrvation ond teen
issucs, o

Many things council set out to
do have been nccomplished,
which is prompting him to not to
seck re-clection, he gnid, )

Sevor's political aspirations
haven't waned, though, Two
years ago, he ran in the GOP
special primary to £ill tho 16th
District Senate scat vacated by
David Honigman. Willia Bullard
won the primary and the elec-
tion. .

During the samo year, Sever
ran in the Republican primary
for $7th District House seat. Ho
finished behind . :Andrew
Raczkowski and Cathy Webb,

This time, ho is mounting a

ig oor-ta-door”
which ho believes will pay divi-
dends.

On city council, Sever hae
sought common ground on many
issues. Ho'a presided ds tho city
has grown immensely and dealt
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