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Musiciam ronpop.m

Schoolcraft, -

*I gtuck with the band and had
no intention of being a universi.
ty professor or even gotting o
degree,” he said. '

Covach dabbled in music clnss-
cs at Wayne Stato University
while trying to make it in tho,
busineas. But things never jelled.
Many friends went to Los"Ange-
les with big dreams and
returned without success. Also,
hin progressive rock style was
giving way to the more stripped
down punk and new wave
sounds.

“At that point, I thought thia
lifg, on tho rond wasn't right for
mei'] thought, do I really care
what these 15-year-olds think
and the answer was no,” he said.

Govach went on to get a doc-
tornte degree at the University
of Michigan, with a dissertation
on.12-tone music, which he had
stifdied as a Fulbright scholar in®
Vidnna,

But he never abandoned his
rock roots.

“At the end of graduate school
thoro was a lot of interest in pop-
ular musie, but they didn't know

a ot about it. There was a fecl- .

ing that it could revitalize musi-
cology. I had a history in popular
musie and could speak tho lan-
guage of academia,” he said.

*Understanding Rock™ was an
outgrowth of those intereats,
though when the idea for a seri-
ous musicological study of rock
whnas first praposed it scemed rev-
olutionary.

“None of us was tenured at the
timo and wo didn’t know if this
would be good for our carcers or
would hold us back. But it took
five years to get it published and
it's not as risky now as it was
then,” Covach said.

The book consists of seven
cssays on various aspects of rock
music from a technical, musical
approach. Subjects includa the
Grateful Dead'’s “Dark Star” the
music of Poul Simon, the expeéri-
ments of Brian Wilson and the
Beach Boys, the transformation

of the blues by Cream and even
an annlysis of how k.d, lang
changed the meaning of Joania
Sommer's “Johnny Got Angry.”
Covach contributes an cssay on
the progressive rock group Yes
and how their music relates to
ical art so iti

Covach nleo teaches clagaea for
music majors. Thia fall he'll
teach a class on the concept
album including the Bentles’
sominal *Sgt. Pepper® and Pink
Floyd’s “The Wall.” .

Covach said-that most rock

has been moro soclolog-

the ¢l |
. “Tha distinction I have from
the other writora is that I'm
probably the one guy who ia the
most reluctant scholar, If it
turned out I could have atayed in
the music, I would have,” Covach
said. : .
Covach's rock music classes
have attracted the attontion of
the local media and the students.
His history of rock class, a broad
rock appreciation course, drew
237 students cven thought the
limit was 200, The class includes
listening to 10 90-minute tapes
and having to identify groups,
types of music and yenr releascd
by listening to a brief excerpt. It
cavera cvery influence from blues
and country-westorn to Frank
Sinatra,

jeal than musical. Ho said ho
offers a legitimate and different
approach. As n musicologiat, ho
said, ho can explain the “how” of
music, .

He is curreatly working on a
book, “Rock Music Comes of
Ago,” about rock muasic in the
18708, -

“It's a very hot igsue, a lot of

folks don't think there’s any *

value in thinking in terms of
music, that it makes rock like
classical music, an elitist thing,
1f it's in an academic setting, it is
somewhat clitiat,” ho said,

Covach and his wife, Julie, also
a Livenin native, have two sons,
Ricky, 10, and John, 4. They
roturn to Livonia cach year'to
visit family.

Rock wilter:
John Covach
enjoys teach-
ing, but he
loves rock
and roll.

musical per year.

They're currently working on
“Gfeccers,” on original book and
musical commissioned by Con-
temporary Drama Service.

At day jobs - for now

Vigilant and Castle’s collabo-
ration has evolved since they
first sct a melodrama to music
11 years ago, and performed the
picce at the Golden Lion Theatre
in Detroit. R

Since then, they've been com:
missioned by Pioneer Drama
Service and Contemporary
Drama Service. Their work
includes setting music to famil-
iar atorics auch as “The Little
Star,” “T'was the Night Before,”

Sign up to be a

Volunteers are the backbone of
any great event — the unsung
heroes whe work behind the
gcenes. An now, Musie Hall, pro-
ducer of the Ford Montreaux
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“King Midas and the Palaco of
Gold,” “Tho Attack of the Killer
Grasshoppers,” and “Jungle
Book.”

That prolific output-is even
more impressive when id

the song on guitar. An accom-
plished musician, Castle also
performs locally with The Reel
Happy Swing and String Band
and The Dennis Cyporyn Band.
hile, Vigilant's day job

ing that Vigilant and Castle both
have dny jobs and familics.

And yes, they both are happily
married.

“Relationships are very fragile.
‘They can fall apart casily when
you become selfish,” said Castle
of Warren, who works in cus-
tomer service at Blue Cross/Blue
Shield of Michigan.

When focusing on writing, Cns-
tle will memorize the lyries and
take walks at work te cantem-
plate a melody. He'll worl out

Detroit Jazz Festival, is looking
for motivated people to help
make one of southeast Michi-
gan's most exciting events again
a success by signing up to be
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doesn't take him far from his
love of theator. He's public rela-
tions director for Meadow Brook
Theatre, where, he confesses, the
busy work often leaves little
time to write his own plays.

But like Castle, he invariably
finds time,

“I get moody when I don't
write, 8o my wife and I work it
out 80 there's time (for my writ-
ing)," ha said.

And at the sound of the bell,
thd writing begins. ‘

Montreaux Volunteer

MVPs~ Montreaux Volunteer
Players. In the past, nearly 400
dedicated individuals have ennu-
ally volunteered their time and
energy to the festival, which this
year will be held Thursday-Mon-
day, Sept. 3.7 at Hart Plaza, Col-
lectively, the MVPs work 4,800
hours over Labor Day weekend
to bring this world-class jazz
event to nearly 780,000 festival
goers each year.

Assignments are available to
work backstage, transportation,

OAKWOOD RIDING
STABLES

2991 Oakwood Rd.
Ortonvlile

- Tuesday Special
Qroup Rales Avallable

(248) 627-2826
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“Pinocchio,” and “Wizard of
Oz,” and that's why Wagman
chooses: to present classics. You
might know the stories, but
you've nevor scen these shows
before. “They're original musi-
cnls,"'nhn gaid. “I have an out-

stable of P! 8,

actors, and di

have full appreciation for these
timeless classics, People just love
the majic, and the stories are
ancient.”

American Family Theater trav-
ols around the country present-
ing childron's shows at places
like Meadow Brook, and in

hools. Earlier this summer

Classics nlso have vitality,
they're timeless, other good ren-
sona to present them. Her audi-
ences range from four to 12, but,
probably because the shows are
presented during the day, she
draws a lot of senior citizens too.

“The audience knows what
happens going in,” she said.
*They have expectations, and we
help these kids meet them, We

the festival office, information
booth, and beverage sales. In
addition to getting a behind-the-
scenes look at the festival and
being part of one of the city's
biggest cvents, MVP porks
include free parking; a festival
credential, an officin} MVP ti-
phirt, and a 10 percent discount
for all festival merchandise.
Hours worked are flexiblo and
are scheduled in two or three
shifts totaling 12 houra.

‘To volunteer, call (313) 962-
4312, For information about the
festival, call (313) 963.762, or
check out the web site www.mon-
treuxdetroitjazz.com.

Ford Montreux Detroit Jazz
Festival showcases national,
local and student jazz perform-
ers on five stages, Diane Schuur
and The Duke Ellington Qrches-
tra divected by Paul Ellington in
a first-time-ever collaboration
headline. Other top national acts
include The Sun Ra All Star Pro-
ject, Ruth Brown, Michacl Breck-
er & David Lichman with the
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they presented “Beauty and the .
Beast,” at Meadow Brook.

“We travel with full-blown
gets,” said Wagman. “Thoy tend
to move and switch in front of
peaple’s eyea, We havo all kinds
of yummy special effects that we
can pull out of our hat.”

She makes no distinctien
between professional “adult” the.

University of Michigan Jazz
Composers Orchestra, Ray Bar-
retto & New World Spirit, The
Louis Hayes Quintet with spe-
cial guest Curtis Fuller, The
Brad Mehldau Trio, Houst

ater and children’s theater.
“Good theater is good theater
and good acting is good acting,”
she said. “There should be good,
solid content, and seriousness of
purpose in your prescntation. Wo

have the same intent and feel it

should got the.respoct it
degerves.” i

One of the greatest compli-
menta evor paid to Wagman and
a staff happened aftor o show.
*The audience was arguing if the
people waiting for the bus to pick
them up after the show were the
same, people on stage. They did-
n't know if they were real ~
actors on stago — or puppets with
music boxes, That's one of the
wonders of what we do*

player

featuro children's entertainment.
Entertainment schedule to be
announced in mid-June.

W Eats — A diverse menu will
be created by the filty purtici;;uk-
i including Mon

~Personi & Etta.Jonos,-and Eric..
Person & Meta-Four.
Dotroit's 62/CBS Telovision
(WWJ-Detroit) will celebrate

ing
Jin.Lau, O'Grady’s, Mr..B's.and. .

Steve's Soul Food,- - .
® For more information call
(248) 334-4600, or‘chcck out the

tho festival with a live broad
9-11 p.m. Friday, Sept. 4

Arts, Beats & Eats

Also coming up, is the Arts,
Beats & Eats,” Friday-Monday,
Sept. 4-7 in downtown Pontinc

Festival highlights include:

Arts - Juried art show fea-
turing 126 artists with cash
prizes of over $5,000 for best of
ghow exhibits, Rapresentatives
from 20 local art galleries are
also expected to attend. Kids con
create arts and crafts.

H Beats - Variety of music
including rhythm & blues, jazz,
pop, swing, will be offered on
three stages. A fourth stage will

Sax man; Veteran Detroit jazz musician George Benson.
will perform 7:45 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 6, on the Ford Air
Touch Cellular Stage af.the y

web aite, www.ar com

Michigan State Fair

The Community Arts Program
for the Michigan State Fair is
looking for groups of volunteers
to host the Fine Art Show 11
a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 25 to
Monday, Sept. 7.

Community Arts Program
director Alice Diefenthaler
thought an art club or organiza-
tion could divido a day long ses-
sion among its members. A sign
will be posted thanking the
group for volunteering that par-
ticular day.

For morg information or to vol-
unteer, call {313) 369-8260.

ontreux Jazz Festival



