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SRO Productions prescnts “The
Farndale Avenue Housing Estate
Townswomen’s Guild Dramatic
Socicty's Production of Macbeth,”
8 p.n. Friday-Saturday, 2 p.m.
Sunday, through Sunday, Aug. 9
at the city of Southfield’s The
Burgh on the northeast corner of
Civie Center Dr. and Bergh Road,
one block cast of Telegraph,
Southficld. Tickets 88, senior
adults and children under 12,
$7, call (248) 827-0701.

BO0B WEIBEL

BIRCIAL WRITER

Southficld’s SRO Productions
current show is o mad, ma
world of farcical fun and the-
atrics. The title is clue enough
that you're in for tho spoof of
your life: “The Farndale Avenue
Hlousing Estate Townswomen's
Guild Dramatic Society's Produe-
tion of Macbeth,”

The idea of course is that the
good Indies are theatrically chal-
lenged and anything that can go
wrong, will. And does it cver.

During opening remarks, a
spotlight doesn't work. The first
scenc i8 played backward,
instend of toward the audience.
When they finally get things
turned around, you have three
curtaina (not unlike the TV show
“Let’s Mnke A Deal”) and as per-
formers appear from each cur-
tain, they're not unlike some of
the audicnee’s outlandish getups
for that show. .

Under the effervescent direc-

No power

Players Guild of Dearborn pre-
sents “First Dates and Fickle
Hearts,” a collection of clasaic
comedics and furces, 8 pn. Fri-
day-Saturdey, July 31 and Aug.
1; 2:30 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 2,
21730 Mudison (southeast of
Monroe and Outer Dr.) Dearborn.
Tickets $10, call (313) 561-TKTS.
BY IIYAN MALKIN .

BI'ECIAL WRITER

The show must go on. That is
the best way to describe Friday
evening's performance of “First
Dates and Fickle Hearts” at the
Players Guild of Dearborn. As
many people know, mony oreas
in Dearborn have been without
power since the large storm
awept through the metro-Detroit
aren on July 21.

Despite the lnck of electrical
power, the Players Guild was fult
of energy. “First Dates and Fickle

Spirited SRO cast

® You don't necessarily have to know your Mac-
beth to enjoy the humor, but it helps.

tion of Nancy Harrower (who
obviously knows her Shake-
speare) one hilarious scene after
another cascades over the audi-
ence, each ane more preposter-
ous than the previous onc, com-
plote with & dazzling array of
costumes, props and special
cffects.

You don’t neceasarily have to
know your Macbeth to enjoy tha
humar, but it helps, Briofly, three
witchos hail Macboth as the
future king. To nssure their
prophesy comes true, Macbeth
(with encourngement from his,
wife) killa the present king, Dun-
can, and asaorted others who
might stand in his way, including
his friend and fellow warrior,
Banquo. Lady Macheth is haunt-
ed by the blood on her hands,
henee the line, “Out domn spot.”
Duncan’s son, Macduff, gains
revenge as he challonges Mac-,
beth in mortal combat, hence the
line, “Lay on Macduff.”

It's Shakespeare at his bloody
best. In the handa of this spirited
and talented cast, it’s rollicking
good fun. The ensemble, in vari-
ous roles, includes Marc Rosati,
Emily McSweeney, Barbie
Amann, Ralph Rosati, Marge
Wetzel, Dennis Hubel, Joan

Hearts” was a collection of four
one act comadies directed by
Kirk Hoas,

Despite Mather Nature's
inconveniences, the cast acted
aut their first porformance with-
out the benefit of technical
rehearsals the prior eveninga. In
fact, thoy performed without the
comfort of a stage or for that
matter a building. The lack of
clectricity in the building forced
the performance to bo held out-
side in the parking lot. The Guild
was apologetic for the inconve-
‘nience. In fact, they refunded the
ticket price or exchanged the
tickets purchascd for Friday's
performance to another doy.

After tho blnck stand-up back-
drop was in place, and the car
windows rolled down to allow
the music to be heard, the first
act began.

Boufford, Kathy Booker, and
Robin DeMaagd.

Barbie Amann is full of energy
and a comic delight as Mncbeth.
The original Lady Macbeth
couldn’t make it so.a stagehand,
Ralph Rosati, hoa to step in at
the lnst moment. His hairy
chest, finely trimmed mustache
and sumptuous wig are a visunl
hoot, and his comedy is never
better than when he takes a pie
in the face, n ln Soupy Salea. His
real-life son, Mark Rogati, scores
as an over-the-top adjudicator
who finds the show “daring” and
“gripping,” and in drag he makes
a lovely Gwynneth. .

Joan Boufford, Knthy Booker
and Robin DeMaagd are a laugh
riot as the three witches dancing
about the kettie to the tune
“That O1d Black Magic” instead
of the famous speech “Double,
double, toil, and trouble.

Emily McSweeney {s playful.as
Lady Mocduff. Marge Wetzel is
wonderful as the ghost of Ban-
quo, and an even bigger scream
on roller blades as Lady Mnc-
duff’s son, Dennis Hubel has his
moments as the harried director
attempting to create order out of
chnos.

Anton Chekov's "A Marriage
Proposal” was first on’ the agen-
da for the evening. .

Gavin Milner played Ivan who
asks Stephan, played by Nick
Szczerba, for his daughter’s hand
in marriage.

At first it scomed as though
the actors were a bit nervous, as
may be expected, but they
seemed liko they were acting.
Tha true test of an actor is to
make the audience believe that
they are that character.

At times the actors couldn’t be
heard, but outside forces were
more to blame than the actors.
Milner began screaming so muc.:h

Just a farce: Kathy Booker (left), Joan Boufford, Robi
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and Marc Rosati in SRO Productions’ pr_esentation of “The Farndale Avenue Hous-

ing Estate Town

’s Guild Dr

doesn’t stop the show at Players Guild of

acting matched. Not to worry,
there were three other plays in
the evening.

Moving on to the second one-
act play, Bernard Shaw’s “How
He Licd to Her Husband.” Henry,
played by Dan Dobrovich, has
written scveral love pocms to
Aurora, Kim Donovan, and she
has lost the letters. The two fight
about what would happen if
Aurora's husband had found out.
Once the husband finds the
poems, the rest can be left to the
imagination, The acting in this
play was much moro belicvable.

After a short intermission, the

performance continued with
“Red Cornations.” Hands down
the best performance of the
evening. This hilarious one-act
about two men meeting the same
girl, whom neither have seen
before, lecaves the audience
laughing, especially with the
unexpected twist at the end. The
audience believed the perfor.
mances by the cast, which
included Dan Dobrovich, Don
and Brooke Andres. In fact, as
the scene closed with a kiss, the
audience burst into laughter
mixed with clapping. =~~~

Nature called again, as birds

iety’s Production of Macbeth.”

Dearborn

began chirping consistently
throughout the final one-act,

Chekov's “The Brute.” The wid- "

owed Mrs. Popoff, played by
Maria Kovac, owes money to Mr.
Smirnoff for her husband. Yet in
the midst of their quarreling, the
two seemed to fall in love despite
threats to murder onc another.
Kerry Plogue as Mr. Smirnoff,
played his role to perfection.

All in all, the performance of
“First Dates and Fickle Hearts,”
was an experience, The very
accommodating crew seemed to

~be proud of their work as they

should be,

that he began to sweat |
As he was getting into his char-
acter, he scemed to relax a bit.
The topic of the pluy, a family
arguing nbout land, was not
extremely intercsting, and the
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‘Summer Fun at Cranbrook :
Institute of Science

The Robot Zoo

June 13 through Septomber 7, 1998
Maost zoas only allaw you la fook
This exhibit ollows you te i
farger-thandite robotic beosts through computer
interactive and handyon displays. In odditien to
learning how real animals function, you con even see live
animals of Cranbrook’s Nature Placo. This exhibit is sponsored by

TIME, Siticon 33 Graphics ond FANUG Robofics.

WOW! NEW FAMILY EVENING SHOWS

Looking for somothing different to do on Friday or Saturday night?
Pock a picnic or purchaso tasty dinnors ot Cranbrook Institule of
Scionco. Sit back and relax in one of our new weekend !
fomily shows. Thoy are suro to excite ond delight kids o

and grown-ups alike!

Laser Beatles

Friduy & Saturday, 7pm (All ages)
Enjoy the music of ane of the greatest ond most

at the onimals. §
sact with eight

st shines in Shakespeare spoof

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2ND « 11AM - 2PM
$12.00 FLAT / PUCK

$16.00 FLAT (Ovee 8x10) / POSTER / HAY

$20.00 STICK / JERSEY / EQUIPMENT

loved bands of all time, the Beatles, sel to brillient i

fasor imoges! Fun for the entire fomilyt i

Secrets of the Summer Sky ‘L

Teiviccy & Sowcday, Sam (Apes 5 and up} :

Travel 9,009 milos in this indoor celestial voyage. From the North Pole l
|

$12.50 FLAT / PUCK
$20.00 STICK / JERSEY { EQUIPMENT
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] SUNDAY, AUGUST 2ND +2PM - 5PM
$5.00 FLAT / PUCK
§ $5.00 STICK/ JERSEY / EQUIPMENT

wa travel south to Michigon t explore the stars and plancts visibla in
our eurrent night sky. The journay continues lo the equaterial tropics 1o
view night-time wondars not visibla from Michigon. Wo return just in
time to watch a beautiful suntise.
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There’s more to explore at Cranbrook:
,EN E Gordens, nature trails, Art Muscum, historic homos
ond picaic sites.
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1221 N Woodward Ave, Bloomfield Hills i
just north of downtown Birmingham
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