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Open house is high energy event

* Tho recent open house for “Celebrate Learning
‘at Summor School” dida’t meroly featuro tables
“filled with examples of students’ work.
Parents who attended the open houss, including
Sue Suham of Farmington Hills, instend were
‘treated. to real-life student expression, th h

place throughout. . .

Bobbi Lucas, u professionnl dancer with the
Detroit Danco Collectivo, led youngsters in a word
dance and a story danco. For the former, tho
sounding

d bent down and threw their hands high

song, dance and art. .
. “It's very good for the kids,” said Subam about
‘the Farmington district program at Hillside Elo-
montary School, which took place to help bilingual
it ¥ hout tho district imp i
language ekills, “It's very nice.”
. Among students participating in tho varlous
open houso presentations was her 10-ycar-old son,
Lance. .
Suham watched her sor and approximately 100
others {n the program, in grades threo-five, por-
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into the air while others moved frantically about—
thom until the next bell.

They then depicted “Tho Stone Cutter” stary,
using lots of arm and log movement while moving,

assembled, hand in-hand, and used their bodies to
form the shape of o jegged mountain.

Lnter, with the nssistance of acoustic guitar-
strumming Bill Boley, they sang songs, including
“We Love the DIA,” an ode to the Detroit Instituto
of Art and summaor achool instructor Pablo Stove
Davis. .
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- Furnishing “Education Stations.”

“Creative Painting Techniques for Your Walls"
. Sceour Interior Designer, demonstrate "How-
+\ To" Tips on decorative painting. Please R.S.V.P.

Walker/ Buzenberg

fine furniture

240 NORTH MAIN STREET ¢ PLYMOUTH s+ (734) 459-1300
Mon., Thurs., Fri, 10-0 ¢ Tucs,, Wed., Sat. 10-6 ¢ Sunday 12-56

of a bell prompted movement to begin; )
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denta enhance their underatand-
ixLxg of the English .lnnguug.o

“['ll have them stand and work
rat!ugr t‘lmn sit,” the artist

h sensory 1 experi-
ences such ns music, dancing '
and art. Teacher Deborah Wil-
son was instrumental in devel-
oping the program and goetting it
off the ground.

According to Davis, a Detroit
resident, the program is esscn-
tinl to bridge any difficulties
some youngsters have in learn-
ing English. About haif of the
100 students in the program —
including those who recently
moved to the United States from
foreign countrics - are experi-
encing varying degrees of diffi-
culty becoming acclimated to the
English language.

“With tho great diversity
here,” Davis said, “obvidusly, we
have language difficulties. Chil-
dren have to learn language
skills. So I'start out with the

ition that children learn

use their whoele body. It's ‘body
motion art,’ it's the notion that

art.
Wilson said the atyle of teach-
ing cxhibited by Pablo and oth-
crs during the session is “whero
we need to be going” in educa-
tion. (This fall, sho {s leaving her
position aa a teacher in the dis-
trictwido bilingual education
dopartment for a fifth-grado
position at Weoddale Elemen-
tary School.)

Traditionally, studente
learned by rcading stories or
other textbook materials and
then discussing them in class.

Active learning .
That style never got through

the door at “Celebrate Learning
at S School.” Wilson said

prop
mainly through their aesthetic
sensibilities. They can learn
math better, science better,
reading and writing better.” -
Students in the district-funded
program learned from Pablo how
to do 14 difforent painting
strokes on a lnrge sheet of paper
taped to a wall,

story themes are better learned
netively, through- music, art and
dance. K

“Brain research is literally
exploding,” she added. *We sce
how neurons ore firing, we se¢
how and whore learning hap-
pens or doesn’t happen.” :

Kilano noted -how studants”

“And Il! ask them to |

feclings and the mind turn into '

loarned four program thenies
through sensory exercises sucly
as “Word Wall Acrobics,” where
she and other teachers s rup
ot the front of tho class andp in
cheerleader mode, used arms to
form nlphabet letters.

By tho time of the open house,
atudonts were gaining in selfe
esteem and in their acquisitjon
of the English language. ¢

“Naturally, we wanted their
reading and writing to improve,
that's a given,” Kilano gaid. “But
if their self-cstcem is not built
up and they can't identify with
who they are, then I don't think
they aro in a position to Jearmyt+

s Youngstors also lonr.tlm_d
through photography, with'dis:
posable cameras donated by F-
Stop owner Dennia Kneerl, ™"

“Kids did their own autdbi!
ographiea,” Wilson said. “They
took pictures of what is mezny
ingful in their lives, their tetich:
ers, their homes ... And th&y
wrote about that. So here’ 23U
have kide connecting readifif
and writing to a product and a
project.” .

= To borrow a line from Pnbﬁ'
cguld even be called a “beau
connection. © . . =
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Calico can't solve all )Tour .
Pro]alems m 4 &a S.
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. For four J(E)'s only, oll Galico's home fabrios and more are 15% off;
You'll find low prices on just what you need to transform every room
7l fnd fow prises on ool w2l vy
in your home. d Scl al lk\c IICIFJOII need to maka it ‘mPPcn.

Bat !wrr,-. aur solutions are anly on sale from Jul)y 3l to August 3. H

STOREWIDE AT OUR 4-DAY SALE.

Fabrics, fumiture and insPimtion.
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