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Wild,

ding their to ghetto

schools. Her portrayal of tho fail-
ure of Coloman Young's last
terma and hia growing alienation
ara well chronicled up to o point.

But except in passing phrases,
her history of America’s black
ghottos begins in the "60s and
innet-city problems arc primari-
1y caused by black culture. Her
it i

[

of Young's police
reform program, for instance,
skims over “police brutality”
complaints as if they wore an
illusion. And she juat can't grasp
what Young waa so angry about.

In her opening section on New
York, she has a ready villain in
Sonny Carson, a thug by any-
one's definition, who bullied his
way into a position of power.
According to Jacoby’s take on
history, it is the failure of Lind-
say and the Ford Foundation’s
McGeorge Bundy to stand up to
Carson and his ilk that created
racial separatism, Never does it
oceur to her that for many young
blacks seeing someone, even a

gangater, standing up to the -
ite

“white man” aftor years of being

Stepin’ Fatchits was a rallying-

point. Thoy were already sepa-
rated — denied access to decent
housing, good schools, any but
the most dangerous and lowest
paying jobs, Sonny Carson didn't
create separatism, he exploited

it. The conservatives of hia day ..

croated separatism scores of
years before he was oven born.
Wretched as he was, he was a
product of the problem not the
problem. N
She is willing to forgive the
rhetoric of good old Bill Buckley
s “politics” but not tha political
posturing of black militants
whose speach was inly ugly

‘Someone Else’s House’ vents
over the failure of integration

(And Ford wasn't the only com-
pany to uso this ploy,) And real
catate ogents created panic sell-
ing whonever a black family
moved inte &8 whito neighbor-
hood

Clearly, Jacoby thinks of
racism in terms of personal big-
otry, In n visit to tho Observer &
Eccentric she anid she thought
institutional racism was no
Jonger an issue. If it is lesa an
issue, it is because of Ziberal log.
islation that makes such blatant
racism illegal, the same legisla-
tion that conscrvatives fought
tooth and nail.

This is the point. Jacoby
writes strictly from a white point
of view. Her notes show that she
interviowed blacks, but only in
hor section on Atlanta do you get
a sense that sho even tried to get
beneath the rhetoric or under-
stand the history.

Atlanta is prosented as a
somowhat positive example of
racial cooperation, though too
racinlly separated and not with-
out ita conflicts. But when dis-
cussing the city's first biack
mayor, Maynard Jackson, she
writes about his racially divisive
tactics. What about the 150
years of white only power, wasn't
that racinlly divisive?

She also discusses Afro-centric
education in this section, rightly
deploring the shoddy scholarshi
and pure fantasy of some of
these courses but totally missing
the point that education in our
diverso country has been too
Euro-centric and too dismissive
of any other cultures.

Finally, what this book is real-

1y all about is to suggest a con-
sorvative appronch to “integra-
tion,” after decades of standing
in schaol doorways and other
conservative approaches. This is
an argument against affirmative
action (color coding). Jacoby also
argues for acculturation, against
big government programs, for
committing to national ideals.
The renl point is that black peo-
ple will just have to make it on
their own, shape up and stop
whining. .
.. Oh,.sho doea suggest training,
programs but heaven forbid that
“big" government should pay for
it. Some mythical private groups
are going to do this.

As someone who respects and
lives by “middle-class™ values, I
don't particularly argue with
some of this or with the plethora
of black columnists who have

and violent, but 80 was that of
George Wallace, Orval Faubus,
the Ku Klux Klan ete.

The disasters of decentraliza-
tion, attempted cross district
busing and other programs wero
the failure of good people trying
to overcome a pattern of racism
that had utrnnglgd this country

since uction.

Jacoby allows that there is
white racism and it is “n” factor
but not the most important fac.
tor in the condition of America’s
black community. But she never
spends much time discuasing
racial steering, block busting,
jnsurance red lining, nowspaper
ads for “colored only” or “white
only,” achoola that openly dis-
couraged black students from
taking college prep classes,
unjons that wouldn't allow
blacks into their training pro-
grams, absentee lendlords who
never fixed the bing and on

won syndication for their conser-
vative views (Thomas Sowell,
Ken Hamblin, Armstrong
Williams ete.), These columnists
casentially blame black inner-
city peoplo for their own prab-
lems.

And, to on extent, that's true.
1t's deprossing to drive into
Detroit and see rundown houa-
ing, gangs of aggressive looking
teenage boys, drug deals being
transacted just blocks from the
Detroit Institute of Arts. Clearly
the black community hus long
lacked leadership that will drive
the criminal element from the
city. The constant whine that
overything is “white racism”
doean’t cut it anymore. And the
recent enthusiasm for Dennis
Archer’s leadership will last only
50 lonig as he ia able to solve that
problem.

But I don't sec our wrecked
city and its population of poor,

nd loyed black resident

and on and’on. -
She writes about how “social
i ing” by upper middle

class white liberala created a

and think that the larger society
and its decades of racism don’t
‘have a lot to answer for; and

, Jacaby hasn't convinced me that

wedge betwoen working class; black anger ia the reason for

whites and blacks, but she never
acknowledges that wedgo was
created decades befere. She
briefly mentiona and then skims
over Henry Ford's cynical hifing
of blacks for the most dangerous
Jjobs 08 a hedge against unioniza.
tion, when ho would usa them as
strikebreakers, further dividing
working clags whites and htlncku.

BOOK HAPPENINGS ) )

racinl separatism.

If you want a more detailed
history of Datroit’s race problems
leading to the 1967 riot, read
Thomas Sugrue’s “Origins of an
Urban Crisis.” He doean't have n
big publisher and the backing of
the conservative power groups.
Ho's just an honest scholar who
tolls the wholo story.
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