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'?;Co'mmissi(in a key first step for political hopefuls

~Whon votors go to the polls
Tuesday, many. will pick candi.
dates for what ia often conaid.
ered the “invisible” level of gov-
ernment — the Onkland County
Board of Commissioners.

‘1t's considdred invisible, in
part because county government
i3 often overshadowed by cvents
or politics in Washington or
Lansing. N R .

< Commisstoner Suo Ann Dou-
glas, R-Rocheater, expressed it
this way* “Voters are more likely
to know their mayor or city coun-
cil mombor than their! county
commissioner. Wa're ax impor-
tant lovel of government, but not
the most visible.” - )

+In the overall schemo,of gov-
ernment, the county board is at

or near the very bottom of public-

- awareness, anid Douglas, who
was on tho Rechester City Coun-
cfl prior to being elected to the

* county board.

- But that'a starting to change
— at least in politicnl circles —
g3 the Oakland County Board of
Commissioners gains importance
and recognition as a training
ground and possible springboard
for to bigger and better things.

Consider this:

|Two state representatives —
Nancy Quarles of Southficld and
Hubert Price of Pontiac — went
directly from the county board to
the stato legislature.

“Boing n commissioner pre-
pared mo for the legislature,”
said Quarles. *I learned about
government, and I built bridges
with people (in the county exccu-
tive's offics, for example)} who
helped me understand issues

and how thoy. related to my con-

stitucnta and the county”
WThroe current or former

‘county conimissioners — Gilda
Jacobs, D-Huntington Waods, .

Ruth Johnson, R-Holly, and
John Pappageorge, R-Troy, —
aro currently sacking their
respectiva party’s nomination for
state representative.

Tho experionce — and political
exposure — ench received at the
county level is considered impor-
tant for their political aspira-
tiona.

MThree former commissioners
went on to become judges. They
are Oakland Circuit Judge .{;!ﬁn

illa

nis Powers of Highland.
Another judicial hopeful —
Richard D. Kuhn, Jr., of Water-
ford — touts his experience on
the board of commissioners in
his campaign for the Oakland
Circuit Court agninat Steve
Kaplan of West Bloomfield nnd,

* Colleen O'Brien of Rochester
“Hills.

“Serving at tho township or
city lovel is also good experi-
ence,” said McDonald: “But a
county commission district is -
generally Jarger, and it provides *

name recognition to more poo- |

ple.” .

SFormer commissioner Walter
Moore is mayor of Pontiac. . -
aWilliam “Doc” Caddell, n for-
mer commissioner from Walled:
Lake, is currently deputy to the ™
Oakland County Clerk — with
aspirations of running for the
top job when Lynn D. Allen

retires.

HFormer commisaionor Pat
Nowak beeame deputy county
executive after being a commis-

.missiorier Thomas A, Law,
. West Bloomfield. “Some of th:

anly, creates more

BTwo county commissionors
— Richard G. Skarritt of Milford
and Larry P. Crake of Waterford
— aro now commissionera on the
Road Commission for Oakland
County, .~ !

“It (the county board) is a
great training ground,” enid com-

4

things we deal Wwith.nre simila:
to what they (lagislators) do at
the state level. But at’the stato
level, there’s more .money

" involved.” g

Training and experience are
‘morc.important with term lim-

"’its, said Law. Term limits not

-i-Douglas said.

board is goad training. “But it's
nof i litical

The Oakland:County’ Boar
of C issioners {s’com-:

rily the u
spring board people think it is,”
she insisted, “For onc thing, -

.we're not legislatora. We don't

pasa lawa.

“Our biggest responsibility is
voviewing and approving the
dnnual budget,” she said. That
oesn’t automatically translate
nto bigger and better thinga,

In doing the budget, however,
commissioners gain expertise in

‘a"variety of arcas such as crimid
- nal justice, courta, roads, mental
- such"as serving onthe Com:

health and drains — expertise

-that looks good on a resume or in

: A in-
the state ) it i

e,

Board bers aro elected on-

tates more knowledgeabte candi-
datea who can hit the ground
/gunning when they get to Lans-
ing. .
“Now state representatives
don't have the luxury of taking a
year or two to get their feet wet,”
he said, referring to tho fact thoy
are limited to a maximum of six
ive years, “Voters real-

sionor from Bloamfield Hills and
subsequently beeame director of

J. McDonald of Farmi
and district judges Ralph H. Nel-
son of Rochester Hills and Den-

the Michigan Department of
Transportation.

jzo some experience in govern-
ment enables a candidate to be
more cffective sooner,”

Douglas agrees being on the

33:Montly/33,000-Mile Red Carpet Lease  ©
Capitalized Cost - - .

a partisan basis, notes commis-
sioner Donald W. Jensen, R-
Birmingham. “Running as a
Republican or Demoerat helps
gomebody begin to understand
the party systom and how it
waorks in government.”

“Boing n commissionor is on
exccllent way to learn about the
inner workings of government,”
anid commissioner Shelley R,
Taub, R-Bloomfield Hills. “But
it's also an important job in

itself.”
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posed of 25 commissioners:
elected to twa-year terms. ;-

The job is considered part
time, ‘with commlssione(s:
expected to attend'board
meelln?s twice 8 month and

eriodic, committee:mee
ngs SR

i
e
- Some commissioners have
additlonal:responsibllities

munity Mental-‘Health Board
which by next year is expe;
ed to be ap autonomo
authority. ... il L

Commissioners-are paid
$25,111 annually and they.
are entitied to:the.same
fringe: benefits available
other county employees —
including tife insurance,
health care (Including dental
and optical} and retirement
benefits. : it
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