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When Farmington Com-
munity Library tax boost-
ers such ay Vicki Barnett.
went door-to-door to con-
vince residents about the
merits of the $11.7 mitlion
proposn), only two of them
flat out opposed the plan.

“Right then and there 1
knew it was going to win
big," said Bornett, Farmington Hills Moyor Pro-
Tcn*:, following the first round of results Tuesday
night.

Barnett's prediction was on the money. Moro
than 71 percent of registered voters in Farming-
ton Hills and Farmington approved the tax.

In Farmington Hills, nearly 30 percent of the
city's 51,654 registered voters turned out at the

the votes were tallicd, the library tax was victori-
ous by a 10,371-4,161 count.

It waa a similar situation in the six-precinct
city of Farmington, With 2,243 of 8,433 regis-
tered voters casting ballots (almost 27 percent),
the proposal sailed to victory l{y a 1,615-610 mar-

gin. "

As o result of the victory = greatly nided by
smart campaigning, hard work and leasons
learned from failed attempts in 1989 and 1993 -
both aging, overcrovded branches of the library
will undergo renovations, while the Hills branch
on 12 Mile also will be expanded.

Bonds must bo sold before work can begin next
spring, said Farmington Community Library '
Director Boverly Papai, But for now, that will
wait for the celebration to subside.

Hills for 111 yearé

tri ;

27 precincts or cast absentee ballots, And when
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bserve

Nico rotums: Library Director Beverly Papai and
Library Board President Bob Plummer.look over
promising early election numbers. .
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grief stricken

Persenal loss: Jeffrey Amayo reacts to the damage to his home. All his military records were
consumed in the fire that of his family’s house.

Family tries to regroup after ﬁre‘

Helen Amnyo lost her job on Sun-
day. On Monday, she lost the Farm-
ington housc she rented to firo.

But yet, she remnined thankful.

“God is good,” said Amnyo Monday
evening, standing at the curb near
boxes and garbage bags filled with
ruined personal belongings. “We
start again. All my children are
alive. We start again.”

According to Farmington Fire
Marshal Joe Schornack, the fire is
still under investigation, He did say
that faulty electrical wiring probably
was not tho cause.

“We're thinking it's either a televi-
sion sot that was plugged into the
w::ll outlet or a carcless smoker,”

k said, “But we're not look-
ing at it as n suspicious fire, It's an
sdental fire.”
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About 2:37 p.m. Monday, Amayo,
an Irish native who is in her 50s and
suffering from kidney infection, left
Y waall frawe hotite at Huvithorae
and Nino Mile. She went to the bank
and an area restaurant for a late
lunch.

There was a funny smell in'tho air
when she left the house, a neighbor

. nid, but she didn't giva it a aecond
thought. When Amnyo returned

@ ‘] hope God puts out a
hand here somehow and
helps her. She just lost her
Job yesterday, believe it or
not. And now today, this.’
Timothy Abraham

—neighbor

shortly before 4 p.m., Farmington
Public Safety fivelighters were
putting out flames. The fire, mostly
canfined to onc room, caused exten-
sive domage to the $60,000 dwelling
Amayo hnd rented since 1992

“This is what 1 met,” said Amayo,
referring to the charred residence.

As bad ns that discovery was, it
could have been much worse.

Sloeping inside the houso when
the fire began was Steven Amayo,
17, the youngest of Helen Amnyo's
{ive chirdren, .

Steven woke up gogging from
smoke, and struggled to find his
glassca through the haze. He
touched the hot doorknob long
enough to burn hia hand and realize
he couldn't open the door because of
the rising flames on the other sido.

Instend, he dropped himself down
from the second-story window, sus-
taining cuts and scrapes.

“] knew if I opened the door the
flames would come out,” said Steven,
who attonds Farmington High
School.

Shortly before 8 p.m. Monday,

with a melted television set near his

foct, 26-ycar-old Jeffrey Amaye .

jamented the loss of his wardrobe,
sterea cquipment and, most of all,
his military records from the United
States Air Force.

“All of my military records are
ruined,” Jeffeey said. “It wilt take me
six months” to receive new copics,

Despite the tragedy, the family -
which tost everything because it did
not have homeowner'a insurance -
was coping, thanks to good-hearted
neighbora, '

One woman lot Helen make a long-

_distance telephone call to 24-year-old

gon Fergel, wha is in Ircland. Others

wune o¥oring bosvs w puek vy dam-

aged belongings and garnge space to
store them in.

And neighbor Timothy Abraham
told the Amayos they could stay in
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City puts
pressure
on grocery
store chain

s long as good faith talks are con-
tinuing about finding a “suitable” ten-
ant for the vacant Downtown Farming-
ton Center Farmer Jack grocery store,
city officinls won't filo a lawsuit against
the national feod chain.

But Farmington city officinls, during
Monday night's council meeting, made
it very clear that legal action will hap-
pen if there is evidence of any “foot
dragging” in finding that tenant.

The 20,000-square-foot facility closed

on June 27, despite loud-and-clear

protesta from residents who signed p

petition urging & top-quality, full-sef-t
vice grocery store be put into that

space.

Pro-Tem Bill Hartsock promiscd resi-
dents in attendance ot Mondny's meet-
ing. “The real factor is whether a viable
tenant for that store can be found and
in an expeditious manner.”

City Manager Frank Lauhoff noted
that officinls from Farmer Juck and its
purent, Greater Atlantic & Pacific Tea
Co., and the landlord {Kimco Realty
Corp.) were expected to meet this week
to discuss possible tenants for theé
empty store. Ho said there would be a
grace period of 30-45 days to find oyt
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Tax cut could
hinder Hills?:
effort to keep
Compuware

See related story page A9

A Senate bill that would wipe out
persanal property taxes for businesscs
would cost Farmington Hills $2.2 mil-
lion in revenue.

More 8o, ¢ity officials worry that the
exemption will bo another incentive for
Compuware Corp, to move ita base

- from Farmington Hills to Detroit. The

Farmington Hills computer software
firm is expected

ug. 31, .
“Wo'll find someone to fill (the loca-
tion), but this is not the way for busl-
nesses to leave,” said Mayor Alde
Vagnozzi. . L
Businesses pay personal property
taxes on computcers, tools and machin-
cry. Senato Bil) 733 (H-4) would elimi-
nate those taxes for busincsses that

“ucate to pre-dulermined “distrossod”

arcas of tho state.
" That would leave citics like Farm-

ington Hills open to *“pirating” of busi- .

nosses - such as Compuware = by
other citics, officiala said.
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“Wo'll atay in their faces,” Mayor

to make a decision by

Bungled robbery is no laughing matter to police

Police departments in seven communitices are link-
ing suspects of an armed robbery Mondny at Denny's
Restaurant in Farmington Hills to similar recent

ident ding to Farmi Hills Sgt. Tim

Swanson.

Meanwhile, the hero behind the arrests of the
threo men is keeping mum. Sometimes referred to ns
a manager, other times as the owner, tho man called
police from n cellular phone from outside Denny'a
and followed the robbers; advising police of the sus-

’
{

pects’ wherenbouts until thoy caught up.

“ITe foMowed at o safe distance and I don't believe
they ever knew he was behind them,” Swangon anid.
“His alertness and willingnesa to get involved is what
made these successful nrrests.”

Brenkfast nt Denny's the following day was back
to normnl, according to Thomns Burke, Denny's
Restaurant general manager.

*Evoryone showed up carly and were ready to go,”
Burke said. “(’!‘hnan thinga are random, 1t wns busic

\ .

ness a usual (Tucaday morning).”

Threo men were arraigned Tuesdny afternoon in
47th District Court before Judge Frederick Harvis on
three counts each of armed robbery, beeause money
was taken from the restaurant and witnesses.

Those charged are: Vernon Jamacl Adams, 20, of
Southfield, who was believed to bo the driver and
was nlso charged with flecing and cluding, which
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