uport group
helps anxiety
sufferers

** inda Boothe (not her real name)
E was born in 1965. When she was
in'the cighth grade, Linda start-
&d to have an obscssion with Satan
_because she was ill. By the end-of
+* eighth grade, she took off in a differ-
ent dircction, totally committed to
: God: At the time, she didn't know she
had a thought disorder.
" In’1886, Linda had a paychotic
pisode and was hospitalized, She
waos put on anti-psychotic medicine.
Things improved. Noxt she was
..scared of nuclear war. Phen she
reached another plateau and felt
good. When n psychiatrist took her off
medication, Linda stowly declined.
She started to daydream ngain and
the dreams became more and more
real.
She was hospitalized again in 1989,
* After she was discharged, she went to
a dny hospital, More doctors and ther-
apists followed, Various licati
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Chorus, crowd celebrate Melissa’s return.

®| Last August they held .
candles and prayed for her
recovery. Last week Melis-
sa Garr said thanks to the
Farmington Community
Chorus and supporters.

This time, nobody held lit candles.
But Molissn Garr’s presence was
enough to light up Heritage Park lost
‘Thursday evening.

During the annual Farmington Com-
munity Chorus concert at the outdoor
site, Mclissa jubilantly sat at tho piano
next to hur mother, Susan Garr, and
turned poges for the accompanist.

About 260 members of Melissa'a now,
unofficinl “extended family” sat on
porch chaira or on the hill in front of
the atage. Those Farmington and
Farmi Hills i b
enjoyed an hour-long concert and
sonked up the splendor of secing onc of
the area’s favarite daughters ~ who Iny
in o coma the lost time the chorus
played Heritage Park, in August 1997.

After several songs, the markedly
different circumstances surrounding
the two cancerta couldn't help but be
noted by chorus director Steve Se-
Graves, .

“This is an extremely important

* night because, n year ago, when 1 stood

here talking to you during (that} con-
cert, one of the things I said to you was
“Melissa Garr ia atill in her coma,”
SeGraves said. “And there wasn't much

- hope at the time, It was hard on every-

body, especially the family.

“But we feel we're part of the family
and os soon as sho's old cnough she's
going to be o member of the Farming-

were preseribed with different
degrecs of success.

Finally in March 1997, Linda found
Anxicty Disorders Anonymous, 4 Sup-
port group run by Irwin Goodman of
Farmington Hills. The group meets

dnys'ot the Ada Center for Anxiety
'Lake Rond in West Bloomfield.

‘those suffering with panic attacks,
Plcuso Sco CHAT ROOM, B2

7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Tucsdays and Thurs-'
.and Mood Disorders, 6256 Orchard -

Some.of the peoplo.it-holps.aro-|.

ton Ci ity Chorus.”

‘Thanks'

Melissa and Susan then came up to
the microphone and exchanged hugs
with SeGraves amid a bouquet of pink
roscs that waa presented to the teen.

“Ag you can see,” SeGraves contin-
ued, “Melissa is no Jonger in & comn.”

Loud, long applausce followed, and
then Melissn herself made some com-
.ments to the crowd, . :

“] want to thank the chorus for
everything thoy've done and (thank)

. Zli;tmingtun @bserver
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"'Page 1, Section B

Page tumer: With mom Susan Garr playing piano accompaniment for the chorus, a happy Melissa

Garr turns the pages during a conc

everyone for donating blood and who
prayed for me,” she said. “It sure helps,
‘Thanks,” - B

Fittingly, for such a joyous, grateful
occnaion, & gospel song was next on the
playlint.

Of course, seeing and hearing from '
Melissa was only one reason people

were there. Music — everything from
Sinatra to Gershwin to Disncy -
shared the bill with Melissa, who wore
a purple-and-white Farmington Com-
munity Chorus uniform and a lasting

. smile.

“The only person who might have
been wearing an even bigger smile was

ert in Heritage Park last Thursday.

Susan Garr, who like many others at
Heritage Park recalled the atmosphere
of the 1997 performance. That time,
more than 500 Farmington High
hoolmates and . b
were there, many holding up candles
ns they prayed for Melissa's recovery
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- ScHool OfF DANCE
28857.0RCHARD LX RD.
~ FARMINGTON HiULS MI, 48334

REGISTRATION
HAS ARRIVED!!!

FOR THE 1998-99 DANCE SEASON

CLASSES BEGIN SEPTEMBER 14, 1998

JAZT ., TAP *newwy cxpauped stupio
BALLET . HIP-OP

RECITALS EVEAY SEASON®

Morning, Rfternoon

Begfnﬁer thru Advanced
) ond €vening Classes

Pre-School thru Adult

48.553.0305

waars

FOR INFO CALL

ANNETTE AND COMPANY

Made by retirees 8.
the handlcapped
SOLAR LIGHTHOUSES EISEASONAL DECORATIONS
EYWINDMILLS 1 BIRDHOUSES
B COVERED WAGONS 3 BRIDGES
EIGARDEN SWINGERS B WROUGHT IRON PLANTERS

FAMILY OPERATED BY MRS. DOROTHY FRAZIER

24850 W. 9 Mile Rd.

(between Beech/Telegraph at corner of
9 Mile/Leewright Ave.)

Open 9 am.-9 p.m. 7 days a week

248-356-0049

: RO




