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Paul K not happy

. Paul Kopasez is not a happy
man.tio's about to do something
ihﬁm‘"‘d' - touring, And ho's
nogethrilled with the job hia
!rc company is doing promot-
ingwals latost album A Wilder-
' neasdf Mirrors.”

“T=2eally hato going on tho

as Bl K and the Weatherman,
I like being at home. It's this
thing.about this job that it's just
ol conducive to any sort of sta-
 p1d rolations with girlfricnds or
fatnilies,” added Kopasz while
sultnmbing to an evil smoker's

sﬁ‘ilo we'ro on things that
make Kopasz unhappy. He
explained that he is let down by
the lack of promotion of “A
Wilderness of Mirrors,” o beauti-
ful rock opera about a farmer
whose life is tumed upside down
aftor the Roswell UFQ crash and
the government cover up of it

*To be honest, tho record com-
pabsy is doing an absclutely mis-
erdble job of any sort of market-
ing"They’re a small label, and ¢
don't expect miracles, but it's a
bad situstion,” said Kopasz of his
11th album, released June 23,

“[ feel like my musicians and
myself wo do our part of the job

We're in the
thick of the big
summer season
on Backstage
Pass, so I've
been using this
* spaco to get pree
views of the
busy fall arta
scagon from our
sterling roster of
on-camoera con-
tributors. Now, 1
know our hosts
are pros, but I

on———
BACKSTAGE
PAS!

ANN
DELISI

about their work. So when I saw
that Gerry Craig was in an
exhibit called *The Sculptural
Book,” running through Aug. 23
ot the Cranbrook Art Museum,
immediately called,

1 asked Gerry about the con-
cept, behind the exhibit, in which
all the workas refer to or incorpo-

inherent meaning, and we're
taught that they're to be treated
with care and respect. Artists
that alter them try to give them
greater reapect, rencwed respect,
because they're saying they still
have cultural significance.
They're viewing them with a dif-
forent kind of life than they
started with, one that's very per-
sonal."
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rodil, said Kopasz, who performs -

atill got excited when I hear

ratq hooks. “Bocks have so much

How Playing.’ §
STAGES TRUCK
an award winning

Broadway
musical revie.

STAGESTRUCK features a
professlonal cast of singers
and dancers performing

show-stopping hits from
Phantom of the Opera,

on the writing and recording, we
do everything the way wa're sup-
posed to with good results. They
don't handlo thelr part of the job
the way [ seoit” - .
The Kontucky rosident grew
up in the Eight Milo and Farm-
ington ronds area of Farmington.
Kopasz's music carcer bloomed
lnte as he concentrated on hock-
oy and debate os a student at
Catholic Central High School's
former campus in Dotroit. He
graduated in 1980 from the
achool’s Redford location on West
Outer Drive. - T
“I had almost no spare time,
but I guess when I was a senior
in high achool I might havo had
two bands in Michigan, Not a lot.
Maybe the first two groups [ was
ever in were with guys I played
hockey with.” '
“When I was living at home,
my mother wasn't too crazy
about me going downtown to
Bookies ar those clubs. The best I
could do ia Tho Clash at a place
in Warren. I saw a couple good
groups at the Royal Oak Music
Theatre. As far os being in a
beer-soaked club sceing smaller-
time punk rock groups or even &
local one, it nover happened
until I moved out of the house.”

With a little prodding, Gerry
told mo about her works in the
show. “Two pieces are from what
1 call “The Detroit Saints Series,
works thot sort of fecl like hero-
jc-scale Rosaries, In ouno, I've
token a Bible and cut the middle
out and burned part of it, and
hung it from n rusty chain. In
altering the Bible I'm suggesting
that what's holy ian't the object
itself but the spirit of what's in
tho ideas. I'm also talking about
people who burn books and think
they're squolching tho ideas
those bocks contain. They're
‘wrong.

“Another picce is called ‘Gifts
of the Magi' The magi were the
Threo Wise Men, so of course it
containa gold, frankincense and
myrrh. It also has a science text,
a ruler, o stecl hook with roses
inside of it that holds a collar

from & fire hydrant, which I uso,

as-the sort of flat disc halo you
see in medioval paintings. So

With a debate echolarship, ho
attended tho University of Kon-
tucky. It was there that music
“gverwhelmed” him.

] didn't decide (to got into the
music business), It kind of just
overwhalmed me. 1t 'was the
punk rock yoars. We were just
taken by it”

Aftor graduating, he lived in
Now York for “a long time”
before returning to Kentucky.

In 1988 ho formed Paul K and
the Weatherman which boasts
an alumni of indie rock super-
stars — Will Qldham of Palace

with promotion on new rock opera

I,
it

'SCENE

el et I R

STREET

in much better shape, In the ‘803
1 would como back nnd visit and
it renlly was depressing, actually.
There waa teo much crime and
everybody was moving out,”
Kopasz explained nbout Detroit.

Making “A Wilderness of Mir-
rors” was “more of a challenge”
than his previous cfforts.

“I write so many songs and a
1ot of times in the past it was you
just go through and and pick the
‘best ones and that's the record. I
thought, well let's try something
that's going to be more difficult.
1l make them all tell a sequen-
ﬁl}‘l nwry,"§opnsz said.

Music, Robert Pollard of Guided
by Voices, Sam W ledorf of
Throneberry, Greg Dulli, singer
of Afghan Whigs, Luke Wurmli,
former harmonica playor for
Townes Van Zandt, Steve Earle,
Paul Robertson brothor of
Michelle Shocked, and Ken Kur-
son, nesociate editor of Esquire
magazine.

Ho visits his parents in the
Brighton arca and rarcly plays
Dotroit,

However, Friday he will per-
form songs off "A Wilderneas of
Mirvors” ot Alvin's in Detroit.

“Lately it seoms lika tho city’s

of it, as well as fish bones and

picces of ateel and bark. Its a

:inr:l of a culogy for a friend who
ied.”

OK, maybe I have an ulterior
motive, but this is a can't-miss
ghow for me this summer. I
asked Gerry for some post-Labor
Day highlighta. “In September
there's a great show by Chicago
artist Anne Wilson ot Revolution
Gallery in Ferndale, She'a a pro-
fessor in the Fiber Department
at the School of the Chicago Art
Institute. She gathers old, sec-
ond-hand tablecloths to create
textilo pleces that incorporate
embroidery, The process is a Jot
like darning, except she's using
human hair. She places impor-
tance on nogative space, the
shapes created by the edge of the
hole outlined by the embroidery.
The picces are usually framed,
and are really gorgeous,” -

Gerry confirmed my hunch
that there's n message in the
ehuic? of materials. “It's com-

on the way wo obsess

'm found
which then take on another ref-
erence.

“A newer picce is called ‘Cut
Navel! It's a low steel table with
objecta inside and text on the
glass, It's long and thin, and I
think of the whole thing a8 a
scroll. It hos an old book inside
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Annle, Cats, Greass,
West Side Story,
The Lion King,
Beauty and the _
Beast, and morei

rasarve your tlckets early,
call 1-877-43-STAGE.

Centor Stage Theatre,
downtown Mackinaw City.

about hair, for one thing, all the
connotations. We have it ail over
our bodies, but the hair on our
heads is what we spend all this
money on. Animal hair ia really
valued from some animals, but
not from others, like minks' hair
veraus cows' hair. It'a question-

P wroto 40 songs for
it. T was whittling down the list
and combining songs together
and getting rid of other onea”

The results may be heard on
Friday. He promises to pick up
hia mood.

“It's a lot of fun traveling
around and playing but once
you'vo been to nl) the cities it
gots to bo a grind, That even
goes for Europe too. You don't get
any timo to talk to anybody and
roally sce anything. You get
there, do a sound check play the
show, get up at 9 or 10 and do it

Sculptures take a new look at the book

ing why we value some kinds of
hair more than others.

“And in this case, the work
takes a nurturing role, because
the act of darning ia an act of
care, when you're darning you're
lovingly putting something back
together, When you're darning
socks, they can be worn sgain,
but these objects can't be used,
they can only be contemplated.
So she's taking the never-ending
natura of housework, the repeti-
tion of ‘women's work,’ and glori-
fying it by putting it on the wall
and moving it into a fine arts
context, giving it a kind of honor
that it hasn't had, So in that
way it's a sort of feminist state-
ment,”

Gerry had more picks than 1
could fit in this space. Tune in
tonight when Marsha Miro gives

us a tour of the new wing of the .

Cranbrook Science Museum.
We'll got'a performance from
members of the recent South
African residency progrom at
Ann Arbor's Walk & Squawk
Performanee Project. And we'll
hear music from Swiss jazzman
Moncef Genoud and pop act
William Topley. ‘That's on Back-
stage Pass tonight at midnight,
repeated tomorrow at 7:30 pam.
on Detroit Public Television.

all over again®

Faul K performs Friday, Aug. 7,
at Alvin's, 5766 Cass Ave.,

CLARIFICATION

Playing
Alvin's: For-
mer Farm-
inglon resi-

returns to
Detroit to
play Alvin's
in support of
his latest
album ‘A
Wilderness
of Mirrors.”

dent Paul K |

Detroit. Doors open at 9:30 p.m. .

for the 18 and older shou: Tickets
are 86. For more information,
call (313) 832-2355.

@ Hugh Gollogher'a byline was
inndvertently left off his review
of Tamar Jacoby’s “Someconc
Elsc's Housc” in Sunday's

Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers. He can be reached at (734)
953-2118 or by ¢-mail at hgal-
lagher@ oe.homecomm. net
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