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OCC’S counselors dispense
advice with a modern edge

By T RICHARD
STAFF WRITER

" 'Counsclora have new tools at
Quokland Community Collego.
They nlso have. now responsibili-
tico. And they've always had the
fun and challenge of *mecting

(rotraining and upgrading exist-
ing workforco members). It's not
an casy job.” .

Sho usea another analogy: A
counselor is like a naval naviga-
tor who is supposed to know the
waters, the reefs, the shoals, the
“Everything is goal-

peaplo at the ds of their
lives,” in the words of Ruth
Grass, .
*The job ia unique at a commu-
nity college,” said 20-year veter-
an Grass, who works at the
Highland Lokes Campus,
*hecauso the counselor handlea
such o wide variety of people —
people from 18-80, The kid from
high school. The divorced mom.
The senior citizen. Tho laid-off
worker seeking retraining. Peo-
ple who want to re-career.”
She said sho loves the chal-
longes she faces, -
*How do you help people got
un-stuck? 1 love that workl!
When a light bulb comes on,” she
said, using the comic strip analo-
gy, “that’s pretty powerful stuff.
People bring in their lives: work
schedules, familics, (lack of) sup-
port at home, test anxicty. Some
. 1 refer to the financial aid office.
Ours is right across the hall,”
she said, nodding ncross a corri-
der in the campus’ Highland
Hail. -
- Unlike universities .
That makes counseling ot a
two-year, open-admissions col-
lege far di t from li

centered ond student-centered.
We (counsclora) aro not here to
fill classes. Students’ goals vary
- and change.”

New togls

“Counsolors gce themselves a8
high-touch, but in tho last five
years we'vo become high-tech,”
ghe said, patting the keyboard of
her computer with its VCR pro-
gram. VCR atands for verified
counscling record.

Graas records every interview
with a student, the advice she
gives and gives the student a
printout.

“FThey (students) leave with a
printed plan of work. They love
it. Thoy have something tangi-
ble. And I'm accountable.” Grass
added that a later lor also

H ‘Counselors see
thomselves as high-
touch, but in the last
five years wo've
become high-tech.’
Ruth Grass

—OCC counselor

know exactly what courses will

transfer.! We also havo a lot of
ocided atud ton

My q :
to them usually is, "What do you
want OCC to do for you?™

Options aro plentiful, she said.
“Wea have. carcor planning
classes, We have carecr centers
on overy -campus that give
t tests, do o p H
ty and interests inventory, look
for patterns.”

New emphasis

OCC has put greater emphasia
on counseling, in part because it
guides students away from fail.
uro, in’part because it helps stu-

can lock up the advice she gave
that student.

“It's the most exciting thing in
counseling in a long time,” she
said — “once you learn the sys-

m, .

Most counselors are general-
ists, but a foew are specialists,
auch as Roger Zapinski, who
knows the computer mfarmation

ot a university.

“Such support is not commonly
available in higher education,”
snid OCC Chancellor Richard T.

system curri , and Laorry
Gage, who helps the impaired.
Both hold doctorates. Foreign
student advisors, who know the

Thomp‘san, himself a former
. G st coll

are “opportunity institutions™ o
— ~“transitions.are a lorge part of
our studenta’ lives,” ho said.
Grass elaborated: “At a univer-
sity, a counsclor is a faculty
advisor, and it's organized
around an academic enrriculum,
Here it's on o more personal
lovel — social development, aca-

ion rules, are in a sepa-
rate office.” .

Computers alao help coun-
selors look up the programs and
requirements of universities to
which students might transfer.

“More students are university-
bound,” said Grass. “That per-
centage has increased. Some of
our studcnts are university stu-
dents who come here for the

demic advising, carcer pl
We have so many partnerships
with business. and industry

and say, ‘I want to transfer to

Michigan State, and I want to

CALLING ALL cAns|

Most Holy Trinity's

Vehicle and Real Estate Donation Program
Give an inner city kid a break. Donate your ca or real estate to

St. Vincent de Paul and Most Holy Trinity Schools in

Detroit’s Corkeown, All proceeds go directly to
the schools and help ensurc their survival. :
Pleasc help. You gee a tax deduction, the kids got a great education.
Free Towing.

Call Toll Free ‘Today! 877-262-6000

Checking

Consider thls.

PC. And morel

SmartBusiness. §

It’s All in the limqe
FRERE

If you operate a small business,
top priority. Lke checking. Where we offer a huge advantage.
No monthly fee when you maintain a minimum average monthiy,
palance of only $2,500, and the first 100 transactions are free.”
Plus, you can enjoy merchant services, payroll services and the
convenience of paying your business bllls by telephone or by

Now, thats really SmartBusinessl Ask for detalls at any branch.

smart moncy management isa
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Features: Handsome ring-binder, 300 checks, 200 deposit slips.
and a personalized endorsement stamp... Free... a §100 value.
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Ask Us, We Can Do it

Tiranch offices throughout metropolitan Detroit,
Ortego, Kalamazoa, (wosso, Durand, Chesaning and Okemos.
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A student may come in -

dent

Take tho literacy program.
Previously, a atudent who fine
ished at Lavel 1 on the ASSET
test in English and nceds devel-
opmental a English course must
see o counselor, Now, anyono fin-
ishing at Levels 1 and 2 muat
see n counselor, “That’a a whole
other group we've been asked to
see,” Grass anid.

Also, students registering in
the same course for the fourth
time must gec a counselor. “The
student may have dropped out.
Thero may have heen a job
change, or he may have been ill.
He needs to articulate his recom-
mitment,” Grass snid.

She said 95 percent of stu-
dents are receptive, open and
motivated. “They said, ‘I need
you.,! Some are fruatrated
becausa they’re on a held.”

*« Each of OCC's five campuses
has a counscling office. Phone
numbers, all in the 248 arca
code, arc: Auburn Hills, 340-

Cloases leading to n ane-year
certificate, or two-year associ-
ate degree in Onkland Commu-
nity College’s now massage
therapy program will be offered
at the Highland Lakes campus
thia fall, .

The program is designed to

Massage class gives ‘hands on’ training

provide students with the aca-
demic background and *hands
on” skilla for umploymﬁ! in the
field.

An information-scssion for
prospective students in sched-
uled at the Highland Lakes
campus on Aug, 11, For further

details, and n packet of materi
als on tho Massage Therapy.:
Program, call Lynetto Curtis at -
(248) 360-3021. <

Walk in registration for!
0CC'a fall semester-is Aug. 31,
Sept. 1 and 2. Classes begin
Sept. 3. -
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PACKAGE

vou oo
CALIFORNIA CODPERAGE SPA

20 MIL LINER

/4 HP QAND FILTER
SAFETY LAOCDER
VACUUM BET

TeaT KIT

HAND BKIMMER
THAL WALL BKIMMER
CHLORINE
THERMOMETER

100 POUNDS OF BAND
FooT DATH

was *1,713

P R

now only

1285

SAVE 25% ON ALL DOUGHBOY POOLS

STAINLEBB

semesnesoas

100% ToP

DiGITAL TGPAIDE GONTROLE
DIaITAL TEMPERATURE CONTROL
19 POWERWDRKS JETB

2 BPEEO POWERWORKD PUMP
S PERHON CAPACITY

1 MDLDED LOUNGE BEAT

8pa mizE: 73°XxB3"x34°
THERMO-LOCK INSULATION
DELUXE LOBKING VINYL EOVER

was *4,

399
now only$3899

SIMILAR SAVINGS ON ALL OTHER SPAS

BTEEL HEATER

evaan

LOADING FILTRATION

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY
10 AM - 8 PM

BATURDAY
10 AM - 4 BM

BuNDAY
12PM -3 FM
FINANDING
AVAILABLE

SALE ENDS AUGUST 16, 1098

VIBIT QUR VIRTUAL SHOWRGDM @
WWW.AODLBANDSFATADGOAD. GOM

‘ROCHISTERAILS -

"’ 3100 A. ROCHESTER

248, §52. 6800 |

2750 WesT 12 ML

248388, 4517

48270 Van Dyke %

B10.728.5333

FURNITURE & APPLIANCE

original retail prices!
washers
dfryers

ranges

refrigerators

sofas

recliners
mattresses
P cliipperel

One-ot-akind, out of carton, disconlinusd, floor n:lmphl, e

nled,
used, al cturod
aro just a fow oxamplos of tho hundjoeds ot grao) valuos. Mercha
shownls ly. Actual

ndiso
vatlas by slore,
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SEARS WAREHOUSE OUTLET
12001 SEARS AVE. 1

1 MILE WEGT OF MIOOLEDELT
OFP PLYMOUTH RO
PHONE: 422-570;).

LIVONIA

buy at Sears.

P

THIS WEEK'S FEATURE:
ALL ELECTRIC DRYERS .

50% OFF

Original Retail

Tuos., Wod., Thurs, & Sat. 9z
Sunday 12:00 Noon to 5:00 p.m.

1
REVIOUSLY SELECTED MERCHAIE TINOLU

'8
00 p.m.
a.m.-8:00 p.m.
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