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eading publications entitled
R'Award ‘Winning Joint Projects”
ordinarily is not the way I'd
pr{:fetw spend my timo,
But this particular booklet, put out
jointly by SEMCOG (Southe:mmm
" Lichigan Council of Gov

base was growing, but they have
proven largely clucless at doing more
when revenue was shrinking. In
reaponse to this problem, some gov-
ernmental leaders are trying to Jearn
the habits of entreprencurs, who run

] and "MAC (Metropolitan Affairs Coali-

tion), turns out to bo great reading, It
details a bunch of joint projects
undertaken by local governments in
this erea that both cut costs to tax-
payera and improve community ser-
vices.

They are part of a growing move-
ment toward something called “entre-
pmnnunnl government,” the term
corning from Tim Richard, who covers
governmental doings for thts nowspa-

per.

The idea is that historically govern-
ments have been pretty good at doing
more and more when the revenue

their b by finding ways to
cut costs, improve vroductivity, inno-
vate and oven tako risks,

Here'a an example from Livingaton
County, which used to be mostly
serene, rural farm country, but today
is tho fastest growing county in
Michigan.

Going back to 1989, the Brighton
Post of the Michigan State Police pro-
vided county residents with 811 emer-
gency services, But the explosive
growth of the county soon stretched to

- the breaking point tho aystem s capnc-
ity, and it had to be aband

‘thrown up their hands and lot indi-
vidu itiea such as Brigh
and Howell go their own separate
ways in providing 911 emergency ser-
vices, cach with ita own overhead
cnsts But the County Board of Com«

At that point, government lenders

authorized a study that
determined that a shared countywido

in Livingston County could have

emergency dispatch system would

save money and improve service.

An cxample comes from Novi, for-
merly little more than the old name
for the sixth (in Roman numerals, No.
VI; get it?] stop on the interurban
street railway, but today a mush-
rooming community surrounding
cenormous shopping malls.

In 1995, the Novi Community
School District realized it necded to
build new schools in response to
increasing population, while tho city
woke up to the fact that it had better
acquire some land for parks and
recreation before the entire comrguni-
ty got paved over. But the only site
available was too big for either use.

Voila! Enter ial gov-

Entrepreneurial government is wave of the future

pite d ] t. NGW )]
and middle achools will come on lum <
in 1999 and 2000 to serve Novi kids
And more than 60 acres of athletic
fields, tennis courts, woodlands and -
wetlands are now available for com- *.
munity residents.

1 happen to believe that entmpra-
neurial government — ~ the habits of
mind that focus on getting more — are-:
the wave of the future in Jocal govern-
ment. Maybe folks running for gover-
nor and for the state Legislature
would like to address this idca a8 ﬁxe
campaign gets under way.

Phil Power is chairman of Home- -
Town Communications Network Inc.,:

ernment! Leaders from the city and
the schoola got together to buy 100
acres of land on 10 Mile for joint use.
Both city and schoo! benefited from
reduced costs for land acquisition and

the 1y that owns this newspa-
per. He welcomes your comments,
either by voice mail at (734) 953-

2047, Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppow-.*

er@oeonline.com

LETTERS

lviore problems

am writing to express my extreme
dismay, disappointment and disgust

. with the'proposed 4 by 4 block sched-
- gle for Harrison High School for the

. 1999 achool year. As a parent of a stu-
. dent who i6 scheduled to start at Har-
rison at that time, I am confounded by
* the way this has been handled, and by
the very decision itself.

As educators in local aren high

. schools which are on block schedules, ,

my husband and I are very familiar

. with the bloék concept. Wa are also
. aware of the multitude of studies that

. have been dong on block scheduling,

" and of those which conclude that 4 by

© 4 have abandoned it in favor of an
" alternate-doy schedule such as that in
. place at Farmington High School.

On Thursday, June 26, the Observ-
er published a list of the pros and

" cons of block scheduling. While these

* arguments can be applied to any block

schcdulu, they do not address the
blems unique to 4 b) ich

mcludn e

Since a class is finished in 2 semes-
ter rather than a year, it is highly
likely that an incoming freshman
would be scheduled for 2 math class
first semeater, possibly no math sec-
ond semester. The following year, the
student might not have math in the
schedule until second semester, which
means that one full year could elapse
between math (or science, or lan-
guage) classes. This is hardly in
sccord with current theory on student
learning.

Low-achieving students wouId huve
to take jc classes

pursue. This wauld be soverely limit-
cd or even precluded in such a situa-
tion. .

If students chose to take their eca-

| demics in sequence by semester, they

eould conceivably have met-all of the

ts for graduation by the

for the central administration to step
up and make some decisions for all
three schools. If the district is to go to
block scheduting, then get everyone
on board with a uniform schedule, If
not get cveryono back to a u'adltlonul
dule, Site-based is

this group like to radically chnnge f.lxo
Mlchlgnn Constitution, n. would lx!w
to st your

school. Scarco funds going to ﬁnnnua
your child’a education would be paid -
uut mswad in the form of tax credits.

')

end of the junior year. A school full of
seniors who don't need to be thero is
not a situation to be encouraged.
Becauso all three schools in the dis-
trict are on different schedules, grad-
uation requirements cannot be
mmnacd which is a usual remedy to

by semester, in order to keep up, just
a8 would the advance placement stu-
dents mentioned in the urhclo Wlth

Addlng yot another achedule for-
mat to the district mix further con-
fnundn the possibility of students tak-

only four classes a
would be nearly non-existent for these
students, who need them the most. No
band, art, or drama to lighten the

load would be unbearable for many of
these students. In addition, high
school should be a time of exploration,
where students can dabble in subjects
of interest, to get an idea of which

ing of the course offerings
at one of the other schoola. With three
schools on identical schedules, stu-
dents can travel back and forth to
take a class that is not offered at their
home school. With three different
schedules, they cannot,

The problems that the 4 by 4 sched-

ule would cause far exceed any bene-

types of careers they lmght want'to ~

fita that would be realized. It is time ~

fine for activities within a building,
but when site-based decisions have an
impact outside of the school, some
parnmeters must be set at tho district
level.
+ Denise Moll
Farmington Hills

Don’t shortchange

Michignn residents are in danger
of being duped by an erganiza-
tion called “School Choice Yes.” This
group, which is reluctant to reveal its
gource of financing, has mounted a
campaign to drastically change the
Michigan Constitution, Its aim is to
coerce taxpayers into paying for pri-
vate schools, something forbidden in
tho state Constitution, Not only would

school tuition would receive a reduc-
tion in taxes resulting in reduced
resources to your local school. -

Michigan citizens would lose the -
accountability that they have come to
expect from their tax dollars, once pri:
vate schools become the recipients of :
tax credit funds. Remember that pri-
vate schools are nonpublic. They are
not eligible for public funds, as clearly
stated in Article 8, Section 2 of the
Michigan Constitution,

Thinking people must resist this
lobbying effort to frogment and segre--
gate our society, I urge the public to
oppose the “School Choice Yes” agea-..
da.

Bob Blr«i

Holland,

Is already pnymgpnvnm ca
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Paid Advertisement

Retirement...The Shocking Truth Revealed
About The 10 Biggest Mistakes Retirees

Step back in time

| Make Costing Them Thousands! Visit Historic _

" You only get one chance
to retire. There is no room
for even the slightest error
with your retirement
dollam

* If you are.making any
one, or more, of the 10 big-
gest mistakes that almost
.all retirces make, you
-could end up without a
aafe and secure retirement!

' Don’t take chances with
thu security of your retire-
ment income. Call (800)
7076407, 24 hours, for a
FREE recorded mes-
sage, to get a copy of a new
report called “The 10
Biggest Mistakes
Retirees Make And How

To Avoid Them".

All retirees, and those
nearing retirement, are
urged to get this comple-
mentary report that keeps
the money you have
worked so-hard to earn
from being wiped out from
even the smallest mistake!

NEW 1997 TAX LAWS
COULDCUSTYOUA
FORTUNE
IF YOU DON'T KNOW
WHAT YOU ARE
DOING!

Plus, Congress just
passed the most complicat-
ed tax law in the last dec-
ade, if you don’t know what

you should do, you could
make big mistakes and
overpay your taxes- nee-
dlessly! Find out how to
protect yourself from dead-
ly tax traps!’Call NOW,
before i’s too late..and you
find yourself wasting your
hard earned savings. Don't
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win options.

mnaht-
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procrastinate!l Call NOW, glfts for i seasons 8 sazpbooking
to see if you're like millions (248) 851-7877 (248)932-7168
of retirees who make so . ~
many mistakes with their Escapades Palue Stanion -
retirement” dollars. and Gal Pittman dishware, Jewelry & Handmade
financial security! unigue glfes custom photo piliows,
So please call (248) 855-5856 quilts [k handmade gifts
P (248) 855-3286 Gorback
(800) 707-86407 now Yanke Photosraph
to obtain a free ; Designs Appletree Room ., ograp Y.
copy of ourreport. } avardvieing oston vomen's foe doting (248) 626-3666
(248) 855-5525 (248) 851-9862
. , GiftPeople
The Curlosity Bead Works, ““‘“"‘e'\';e",‘;“m"“'“
Shoppe Ltd. Inc. {248) 539-7705
fine Intetiors plus the area’s largest
distinctive accessories selection of beads
(248) 626-2554 {248) 855-5230
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Village Barn

Franklin W

Visit the historlcvllla%
find shopping and

e of Franklin, where yo
n for the whole famly.
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Uipcoming Events
" Labor Day Round Up - Annual horse show, parade and Juried art show. Games, face palnting and fun foe evesyone.”
Parade starts at 12 noon, Monday, September 7.
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